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THE 



^BE Writer of the enjking pages-, roijhes to Aeprim 
cate the feverity of Criticifm^ fhould Criticifni 
ever be exercifed on a produSiori fd iff^uch beneath ifi 
attention; Confcidus that it abounds id grarifimaticat 
and other errdrs, he 'wifhes to excufe faults of fiich 
magnitude; by faying^ that his ohjeB has beeri not fa 
much " to write a book/* as to vindicate his cha^* 
raSer froiii ihofe dfperjions which the inalevotehce of 
Jomei and the interejl and ignorance of others; have 
endeavoured io cajl upon it.- — Draggiit by hii huhe^ 
rous theihiei from ihat happy obfcuriiy in which he 
lived ; fortidfroh thUt «* divine obliyittri bf loW 
thougKted catre/^ in whiih he pajfed hit days; he has 
been unwillingly obliged to tommence Author ** in his 
own defpite" As ht fns in this infidnce againji his 
own inclifiatiofi^ he hdpei his tranfgrejjions agair^l lU 
terary propriety will be forgiven hih% 

Purfued as he has been by the fUrious^ uhceajing^ 
afid vindictive malice of a numerous herd of aflbcia- 
ted political affaffins^ aiid doomed to an almojl unexm 
cmpled imprifonment^ by the unttUntin£ hand of le^oj^ 
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t* •fd THE ^uitte* 

Jiverity, %e throws himfelf upon the humanity ^ htni» 
valence, and candour oj the Britijh Nation^ as tht 
lajl and only tribunal to which he can appeal, and 
Jrom which he fully expeSs impartiality^ 'jbjiice, and 
pr§teSion. To no other power can he now addrefs 
himfelf, and to thai power he trujls no apology is ne- 
teffary J or bringing his Jihgular and unparalleled 
tafe before them ; for " The cafe of an individual be^ 
^* comes a matter of public oppeaL and deferves to e%m 
*^ cite univerfal anxiety and alarm, whenever it is marki^ 
^* ed by injujiice and opprejjion. The people are loudlf 
** called on to oppofe every a^ of iiidividual tyran'* 
** ny, exercifed again ft the eommon rights and libera 
** ties of the fuhjeH ; otherwife, they may be affure% 
«* it will be eagerly feized as a precedent by thofe tit 
« power, and, onee ejlablifhed, may iveniually termU 
^* nate^ in the total annihilation of every thifig moji 
*• dear which our ancejlors bequeathed us J ^^ 
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THE KING 

AGAINST 

I>ANIEL HQLT^ 


miORMATIOir^ 

tfbttinghamPiireA 15 E it remembered that Sir ArcTiiba4<) 
to wit: I AJ jji^cdonald. Knight, Attorney Ge*. 

Heral of our prefent Sloverelgn Lord the King^ who fo^^ 
our faid Lord the King in- this behalf profecutes in his. 
own proper perfon comes here into the Court of oul^ 
^id Lordt^ie Kjng, before the King himfelf, atWcftmin-. 
fter, on Wednefday nexi after the oftave of Saint Hilary^, 
in this iaine term, ^nd for our faid Lord the Kmg^ givetfa^ 
itie Court here to- und^rlhind^ and be informed, that 
DANIEL HOLT, late of Newark-upon-Trent ia 
the County ot Nottingham, Printer, being a wicked^ nuL'^ 
licioux, /editious^ ^nd ill difpofed perfon^ and htixig greatly 
diJaffeB^d to cm faid Lord the King,, and to the- Con Ai^ 
tution and Government of this kingdom^ and vnckedly^ 
maliciotffly^ and feditioufty^ difigning^ contrivi^g^ and ttim, 
tending to difturb the peace and tranquility ol our. faidb 
Lord th$ King, and pf thi« kingdom, and \o Jcandalize^^ 
defame^ and vilify his faid Maje(ly'& Government and th© 
parliament and Statutes of thjs kingdon^ a^d the* Repre« 
(entatives oi the People of this kingdom in the Parlia-. 
jpent thereof, and to bring them refpeftively into hatred 
VA QOJUemfttYiith his Majelly'a fubje6ls, and to reprefen^ 


\ 
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SIX JUTCTLiHAllQ^l 

and caufe it to be believed by his faid Majefiy^s fubjefls tliat;^ 
their faid Repref^ntatives in Parlisun.ent yerc corrupt and 
frofiigate^ and betrq^ed their Bights and Interejls^ and to, 
excite wA JUt up difiontfirU^ and /edition, ^mon^Vt his faid 
M4Jefly'^ fubjefts, on the FirJft day of January, in thci 
T hirty Third year of the reign, oi qur Said Lord the. n^w: 
King, ^ Ntejyark-^fsipo.n-Trcnt, in th^ faid pounty of Not- 
tingharn, to complete^ p^T/e3^ and bring to ejfe^ his faidj 
wicked contxipances^ and i/^entjionj^^ wickedly^ mdiciqujiy^ 
zndjeditiou/ly did pi;int and publlfliand caufed to be print* 
fd and publiih.e.d in the torn;i of an Addrefs to the Tradef- 
inen, Mechanics, Labourers and other Inhabitants ojF tba 
l^own 9I Newark aforefaid on a parlianieo.tary Reform, a 
^rtain ^icied, J'candaious^ and ftditipus Libel (axnongfl;, 
other things) 9f a^d cont^rning bis faid Majefty'^ Go.-*, 
vernmeru aod tbeadminiftiation tbex;epf, a;^d of aqd con->_ 
cerning tbe Parlia^entan^ Statutes of this Kingdom, and 
of and concerning the Reprefentatives o{ the people ot 
this kingdoip tn the PatHajpieut therepf, in ojie part of the. 
faid Libel according to the tenor aud effe6l followincf i 

- * « # 

Thaj is to fay, 

V 6. If the pxcfcnt inequality pf cepiiefematiop \i^anm 
ing reprjejintation in the parliament of this^ kingdom^ an^ 
length ol Parliaments {fneanin^ the Pa^liafJ^nts ojthis king*^ 
4om] be th^ caufes pt Parliamentary Cprruptiput as they* 
iindoubtedivare, [meariing that the pr^fent^ Parli(iment Q^ 
this^ ^ngdom 4fs tq the. Reprefentatives of i^e People in the, 
Parliamnt^ nias nmfoubtedly corrupt'] we muft ^emoye th^ 
caufes before the effef^ will ceafe. 

"7. 9,y 21 corrupt ParUamenti^ meant that, whicliin- 
^ ftead of being a ftield again^ unneceflary taspation, is 
** the hired inftrument whereby the nation" £«?^a«2«^ thi^. 
iingdom] •• is pillag^, that which in'flead of. proving^o; 
" check upon the. Grown " ^meaning the Crown of thi:^ 


Mngdofii] *^yAhen difpofed to engtige in utineceflary q^nA 
t* ruinous var% is the brib^ tool by which the natioa'* 
\yneaning this iingdom] '* was firft gulled into ^n approba^' 
'.^. tion of war, and afterwards droned of its blood aad 
^ treafures to ca^ry it on ^^-^And again, i^niform experi^ 
•* ence teaches us that whenever Parlianieiits" [meaning 
tie Pariiameni of this kingdom] " are under an nndue inV 
•• fliience froiq the crown/* \maimng the Crown of thip^ 
iingdom] ** they ^f^ ever ready to betray the moft facred^ 
•* Rights of the Pepple.** [^meaning the /uijtSs o/tkisAing^ 
^om.] **' Suffice it at pnpfent to recall to your recollefliox^ 
•* a Jew iaftance$ only. 'In the reign ol Henry viii.. 
^^nearting Henry VIII. heretofore ^ing of Ungland] " par^' 
*' liailient " [ meaning ike then ^Parliament of this Aingdom'} 
*^ ena3ed tbs^ the King'« proclamation, ihould haye the' 
H fori e of law : in the rcigtt of William lil." [meaning 
WilUam III heretofore King (^ Engtandj**- they n>ade a pre- 
cedent for fufpeiiding by ftatute the benefit of the Habeas' 
Corpus; and it has fince been fcveral tii?ex5 praaifed*:' 
in the reign of George I^." [meaning George I, hereto^' 
fore King tf Great Britain^ i* by means of the ftatute vul- 
garly called the Riot A£^ all the. confiitutional means, 
of giving fupport to ^h^ civil MsjigiA rate were fupplant- 
ed in favour of the pia3ice of caljing out the (landing^ 
army. That Goyernment " [meaifing the Gpvernpient of 
^is iingdom] ** which cannot pieferve its authority with- 
•• out luch an inftrument, deferves not the name of go-' 
*.* veinment ; and that country," [meaning this kingdom\ 
•• in which it is an ordinary praflice to fupport the exe* 
V cution of its laws by a ftanding army, is not a free coun« 
^* try. But the deadlieft wounds that Freedom ever re- 
^. ceived from parliament," {meaning the Parliament of this 
i^ngdpm\ •* were thofc which have been given it by the 


•I 


•c 


«♦ disfranchifing ftatute of Henry VI." [*«wftwg^ ffrtf^ 
VL heretofore King of England] ** the triennial aft of 
•-* William IIL \maning William IIS. heretofore King cf^ 
England] <* and the feptennial aft ol George 1. [meaning^ 
Ceorge 1. heretofore King qf Great Britain] '* for by the 
^ joint operation of thofe three flatutes the very founda* 

V tion of the Conftitution " [fifeamng the ConfiiMion of^ 
Ais hingdom] * • «u ^ removed. Thqfe ftatutes not only 
•f defraud the nation [manitig $his kingdom]. ** of (be partSu 

V an feven both pf its eli^ftion and its reprefpn(atian» bii^- 

V they b^ve egeftu4llv vitiated the reipaiiung feventh. 

*^ 8. Parliaments chof<pn as they now are, and continue 

V ing for feven years a& they Qov dQ, wilt e^ec be conw 
^ pofed, for th^ moft part, ot a few faftions^ under the^ 
*> guiditn^e of particular noblemen, perpetually contends 
•« ing ior th^ power 4n4 emoluments of o£ice«. The com^ 
*^ mon (bidiery of tb^fe (ev(^ral f^ftions^ like that of all. 
*f other (landing armies, is made up of mc^cenarieac 
** from the moft idle and profligate orcfersc of the commu*^ 
*? ty. Who fo idle |is men of pleafare, and the vicious part 
•* of our nubility and gentry ? Who fp profligate as mur^. 
^f derlng nabobs, proftitute lawyers, and unprincipled ad. 
•* venturers, who through the iniquity of corrupt eleftionar 
*•' make their way into parliaipent, [fne^ning the parliaments 
mfthis kingdom] *•' ^nd there \t% out their ;ongu^ ai]id their 
^» votes for hire ?*' And in another part ther^pjE ^ccotd^ 
in^ to the tenor «in4 efF^ft following : (to wi|.) 

** ig. A moment's refle£tion >vill convince any candi* 
•* man, that in fqch eleftions " [meaning the eUSions of 
reprefentatives tofervt in the Parliament of thtJ iingdom] 
*' annually repeated, there could be no fucb thing as l^vu 
^ bery ; and if a ballot were added, all undue influence 
'2 of wealth or authority would be guarded a|ainil^ JBri«- 


^^ \)h¥y and threats out of the queflidii, who could have ait 
^ intereft or temptation to prornbts any Hccntiournefs ? 
" It has already been (hevrh alfo that In parliafuents" [tHean-^ 
Ibig the parliaments of this hingdom] ^* fo elefcted, and to 
** dependent on the efieem and confidence, and power oC 
•*• the people,'* [jn^eaning the fubjeQs of this kingdom] •* it 
*• would be as impoffible for a minifter" [meaning the Mi^ 
mifter of our faid Lord the King employed in the admini/lra^ 
iion of his Goverttment'] " to obtain fupport by corruption 
*' as now it is impoffible to find fupport" [meaning fupport 
Jfomiht Parliamenl of this kingdom^ *• without corruption. 
•• 20, But a Miniiler, [meaning fuch Minifler as afore* 
Jaid'\ " it is faid catinot carry on the Bufinefs of the Na« 
^* lion [meaning this Kingdom'] *' without a majority* 
** This is held to be an axiom in politics, and fo it as« 
^^ No maxim is more true. But it is equally trtie that 
*' in Parliaments chofen as ours ^meaning the ParliamtfA 
of this Kingdom] •* now are, that Majority muft be had 
*• by means of Fa&ion and Bribciy ; in a reformed t^aflia* 
*• ment it ihull be gained by re£litude of Meafures alone;* 
tn contempt of our faid Lord the King, in open viola- 
tion of his Law, to the evil and perniciousf Example o( 
all others in the like Cafe ofiehding, and againil; the peace 
of our faid Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity* 
Whereupon the faid Attorney General of our faid Lord 
the Kingi who for our faid Lord the King in this behalf 
|>rofecutes for our faid Lord the King^ prayeth, the con^ 
{deration of the Court here in the premifes, and that due 
l^rocefs of Law maybe awarded againft him the faid Da^ 
KIEL Holt in this behalf to make him Anfwcr to our 
faid Lord the King touching and concerning the Premifet 
l^orefaid. 


^^ Ikttitt it^ere (o tive uncJer no law at all, and, by tbe maximl 
^ of cautious prudence, tu conform ourfelves, the bell we can, td^ 
'' the arbitrary will of a master ; than fancy we have a law on 
^* which we can rely, and find at iaft, that this law fliall infliB a* 
** pubifliinetit precedent to the promuljta'tion, and Cry us by maxims 
•* unheard of till the very moment of the pfofecution; If I fail onf 
^ the Thames, and fplitmy veflel on an anchor; in ^afe th*rc he 
** DO buoy to give warning}^ the party fliall pay me damages : But 
<*.if the anchor be marked out, then is the finking on n at toy periU 
•* Where is the mark fet upon this crinw P' Where the token by 
^ which I fliould difcover it ? It haS been concealed, under v^ater} 
^ and no human prudence, no human innocence, could fave m^ 
f* from the definition with which t am at prefer! thrCitencd !"♦ 

^Speech c/totii St&avfoko. Bf^UM Hi/, £0^. tvo* £dytie#;^ 
Vol. 6, p0ge ^^ 
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A Letter, 


ADDRESSED TO THE 


tNHABlTANTS OF NEWARK, &c, 


tELtOVf tdWNSMJlN, 

'^t^STHEN the iron arm of powcf 
^ has been lifted up to crulh 
M defencelefs^ unprotected individual ; when the cfffaciaud 
inaiice of his enemies has endeavoured to blacken his 
<hara£ler»— vilify his condnf^-^nufreprefeut his princi^ 
ples^defiroy his doineftic hatppinels^and blaft bis prof^ 
]>e£ls for ever ; to his Countrymen he then has a right \o 
Uppeal, and cUini for himfelf that juAice which has by 
fucb uni««'orthy iiieans been denied him« Indeed, it thent 
becomes a duty Which hii owes to himfel/r^to his famiiY,--< 
to his frieiids,«^and to the public in general ; however 
obfcurei his fituation in life may be; to come brward and 
bpenl)^ refute calumnies ot fo grofs a naturp^ and expofe 
fuch injurious mifi^eprefentatioits to the well-merited con^ 
tempt and iiidigiiation of mankind. 

AAuated by thefe motives, and defirous that my cha« 
rafter &ould appear favorable in the eyes ot the liberal 
-^vtionly of my Fellaw-Townfmeoj itis withpeculi^ 

B 


Iatisra£lion that I now prefume to addrefs myfelf to ydafr 
notice; confident that I (hall obtain fiotn you, what ha^ 
hitherto been fo fnccefs fully denied me i^mpdrtial juj^ 
fice. — Experfencihg at this Aioment a long iwpnfonment 
on account of my conduEl and principles, it is with con- 
fidence that I now date to vou what that condu£l has been^ 
and what thofe principles are, of Vhich you have lately 
heard fo much» and for which I have received fo much 
Aairvolent abtifeand ferfecufion from the defpicable pdli- 
tical hirelings of the day. When you have candidly con- 
sidered this ftatement;-^vrhen you have impartially exa* 
!D]ined the reafons of my conduS,-*— th^e validity of my 
opinions,— *ahd the haturie of xny vdiXioxis offences : 1 am 
ftronglv perfuaded that your juftice will induce you im 
decide the cauft in toy iFavor, and place the guilty where it 
'cnly ought to reft^^oA the heads of my malicious accufers ! 
In order to accomplifli an objeft of fuch imtnedia^iK cbE^ 
fequence to myfelf, as the vindifcation <>f my oWn charac- 
ter, I fliall now proceed to lay the enfuing narrative of 
fafts before you, interfperfed with fuch obfervations as 
fpontaneoufly afofe in my mind, from a difpaifionate re- 
view of the different fubjefis, as they paffed before me. 
If thefe obfervations art ftrong, ahd breathe a fervid fpirit 
bf Liberty and independence; if they are only the pure 
ItiFufions bf a mind cbnf^ious of it^ own re6litude, ani 
perfeftly free ffom Ihofc *• foul crimes *' laid to its charge^ 
1 trufteven in thefe days they Will need no apology t 

4 

In making this public addrefs to you, my Fello^ 
ToWnfmen, I afibrd my numerous enemies a fair opportu- 
*nlty of vindicating their proceedings, arid of combating 
my arguments and affertions. I challenge their tcfutat^ 
tion. If they cdn defend ^lAjuJlify a mode of condu^ 
fo palpably partial and iniquitous, as that which they 


INHAM9ANTS OF NtWARR^ ^ 

16v« fo recently and v^rulentty adopted againft me, the]^ 
will be glad of this bpporfuni^ of fubmuting their reafpna^ 
to the inyeftig^tion of the public^ apd of courfe cJiearfalljir 
accept the challenge. .If» on the contrary^ the) decline 
taking up the gauntlet, and tacitly leave.me mailer of the 
Seldv I (hall think, my felf entitled to the honor of the? 
viflory, and chim it accordingly. In either cal[e, it wilk 
semain with you« to decide between us^ 

Per/uaded that I ^m now addr^fllng not only an im^ 
partial, but a, libei:al tribunal ; and that I am pleading the 
ca^fe of LiBtRTY^ Truth, and Justice, againfl tyraii^ 
ny, Jal/eAopdf and rnaliffiJi I t^aflen to fubmit my defencq 
to, yoi^r eK4n)inaUQn^ and ii> t^e mean time await your de- 
.Qifion with the fionnefs a^nd co;jajgofure of a man, affured 
of having perfuriped only what he has. all aldnj^coh* 
fqientioufly conceived, to be his duty ;^ — \^q duty of S|^ 
PRINTER., and an ENGWSHMAli 

Soon after the infKtuti'on of the *^ Newark AJfcciatiotii 
J^r the fupport of the Coitfiitution^'^* z, member of ibe com- 
mittee called on me as a friend, and acquainted me, that 
the AJfociation had it in contemplation to inform againft all 
thofe who publiflied writings oizfeditious tendency; and 
requefted me to take out of my fliop window,* fleveral pub- 
lications which he apprehended they in their, ztnfdom 
aaight deem cxiYitrfeditiousor improper. Knowing that Ihad 
ao publications expofed to fale, that were /Atf« pronoun- 
ced either Hbeltoui oxfeditious^ by the laws of my country ; 
and warmed at the bare fuppofition that I fliould be 
ttiought capable of fellmg any book of that defcription^ 
inozving it to be /o^ 1 anfwered him, I believe, nearly in 
(bfi following words : ** That I was highly fcnfible of thiiik 


^ A T.97TZa TO TH|» 

iBarkof his firiendfiitp, asd conceived myfdf much obltgt 
edr to him for taking the trouble to inforn me of the intent 
tihrn of the AfaciaiiM^ previous to their fitting it inta 
execution ; but, at the fametimC) I hegg^ leave to fay, 
that as the pubiicattonft to. vrhich he alluded had not yet 
been kgOflly pronounced Libels b y a jury of my Fellow 
Citis&ens, er even noticed as f«ich by ibe , Attorn £Y 
General in London^ where they were originally aad 
avowedly publiflied; I cpuld not, nor would not confent 
to take them put of the window, or previent their being 
publicly fold in my fliop, to gratify the tyrannic wiflies 
of a fet of men who certainly had no Ugal authority ta 
interfere in the bulinefs. To comply with the requifiti. 
pns of the AiTociation in this, or in any other inftance, 
where the obnoxious writings were not fpecifically men- 
tioned, ^yould be to ftrike at the very root of my bufinefs; 
for how was I to afcertain what were, and what were not 
X>ibels« previous to their being fo found by th« vcrdid of 
jt Jury ? What was I to fell, or what was J tp refufe fell- 
ing ? Whipre was I to draw the line ? I obferved, that far 
from being the mlful./efitious^ Aifafft&ti perfon the Affo- 
iciation wiflied to have the public believe, aiid which they 
^fftSci to believe themfelves ; I refufed to fell ^^M parts 
of Mr. Paine' g Rights cff Mflu^ tho' the verdifl; then 
only applied to (he fecoz^d, as foon ^s I knew it to. be ad^ 
judged a Libel ir Pid this condu£l wear the appearance of 
dijafft^ion ! With reJ*pe£l to the unwarrantable fufpicions 
of my principles and views,, implied in this intended in- 
terference of the Ailbciatioxi, they merited no other re- 
futation, than indignant contempt «-r After fome obferva- 
tions on the prejudicial and defpotic tendency, . of the in- 
terference of the Affociation in the fale of political 
pamphlets, and in the internal regulation of my bufinefs 2 
4 concluded by (Jeclaringi that, from feveral private qir^ 


INHABITAMW Of NBIVARK^ j| 

^cumjlances, I wzb well convinced it was iiot a love of pHk, 
^ic juftlce that a&aated the Aflbciatioa in their proceed*^ 
inggagainft lie, but a diabolical fpirit of party revenge,* 
pud a ^efire to wound thro' me the local Liberty of the 
Prefs, that induced them to take the prcfeat fteps; but 
I afTured hira in tlie accomplifiiment of thefe objeds they 
would eventually find themfelves miftaken and difappointed, 
as I was determined not to fwerve from my duty as a man 
and a Printer, thro* the apprehenfion ot any perfonal dan^ 
ger, nor was I to b^ intimidated by the pitiful threats oC 
ajfociaied placemen and penfianers. — The Freedom of the 
Prefs was attacked, and I felt it my duty as well as my 
inclination, as a PRINTER, to defend and fupport it, as 
far as my individual t exertions could extend. In thofe 
times olfalfe alarm^ duA pretended danger ^ it became every 
true friend to his country to be at his poft. This I con* 
ceived toT)e mine, and here they would ever find me/' i »« 
Here this gentleman left me, hut not without firft acquis 
efcing in the propriety of my remarks, aud expreffing his 
;iiipprobatiaa •ot my condufh-^I have been thus particular 

* The public will foarc^ly bffli«ve« t\aX «othi(ig led than my toul nii^ 
vas the avowed objed of my eoemiea. The fa^ is notorious in Newark i 
«od this obj<6l of the various profecutiQDS conimenced againft nie» haa 
*bQen openly and unblu&iagly avowed by foine men, in fevcral private 
■«nd public compaiHoa.-^I mean not to charge every mcniber of the AiToa 
•elation with jthis iaEamous inteniioo. This charge would be both fal(« 
.and unjuft, as fevcral . gentlemen, tho* their names then ftood in the lifi, 
'j)Ot only declined all participation in my profecutiona, but alfo expreire4 
Jihtvt decided difapprobation of the meafure. My ftri£bures, of CQ«^ff9« 
■tipply not to them.-^rAd/cr whim the cap^Ut may fnkinr it, 

f " Every good mnn owes it to his country, and to his own charadeft 
to lift his voice againft a ruinous war, an unequal tax, or an edid of per- 
iecution : and to oppofe them, temperately, l?ut firmly, by all the m^'nqf 
in his power ; and indeed this is the only way reformation can ever bt 
brought about, or that government can enjoy the advantage of general opi* 
ix\on»"-^ini oftht Cwfrnm^nt, Hinsefihc Nation ^ page 361 37. 3d £dit. 


»* 
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4n relating the circumflances of thi6 interview, as the ftittb 
Sequent proceedings q( i;be Aflociation. were aiapifeftl^ 
Sregulated by it. 

FfQiji the Hiomeiit thi? gentlemaqi left rne,, L for«fa^ 
Avbat would happen ; and expelled, as a matter of courfe^, 
^n application frpm the Aflbciation to thje Attorney 
General, to file an Informatiort againft me, for my 
m.trageous apd Jeditious copduQ. TUi§ gentleman's re,*» 
poi:t to the Affocij^^ion I kpew wo.uld be juft, and I alfa 
tnew that rieport would only exs^fperate men cmbarkedj 
in fugh a worthlefs caufe, as becoming^i^j over the proi. 
feffional cqnduft of thofe who werfc perhaps more difintc* 
refted, or piore patciotic, than, themfelves. \ therefore 
.cxpefled the fuith^i: attention of thijs ^mgufi^ infallibly 
body, ot ik^itjelj-created guardians^ and elucidators of the 
fonftitution. Accordingly, a few d.ays after, 1 received 
a copy of the following refolution^, addreflcd to me by 4 
Ihort letter frpmtbeir^^iW Secretary, 2iwAUqrn^y!* 

• It is perhaps woitfay of remark, that at the head of illthefc Place an4- 
Fenfi'^n Clubs, we ufually find zfeto dijinterefted Attornies! The reafon i» 
obvious. Were a Reform in Parliament to take place, a fimplification of 
the Laws, among other beneficial things, would be the confequence. H 
the Laws were made more intelligible, lefs expenfive, or brought into a 
naiTowet compafs, Attofni«St of courle would be lefa nvceflary, and % 
very great reduclion in the number of thofe Locttfta would be the imm«^ 
qiaie confequence.— 'This being the cafe, there is no wonder thac Attornia» 
with other fuch like di(intereiled charaAers, aifoeiatiog to f4ipp.ort cbat», 
which is produflive of fuch innumerable bleflings, to themfelves. Men 
•who are thus fttuatcd, and who have fo much at ftake, need no other in- 
centive to bunr down the man who profeflcs himfelf a fiiend lo jaftice and 
reformation. In calling my eye upon the lift of thefe worthies, I behold 
(without iRttcA aftonilhment, I maft confef$} thofe who are eager to pay 
their devotion to the powers that be, that they may obtaia for themfelves, 
or their relatives, fome of ** the good things of this world** '-^Hert is the 
reafon why they arc itepping oiBcioufly and malignantly forward on eve* 
ry occafion, to Ihew their hoilility to a Retorm of Parliamcat| and to.0« 
inen who endeavour toaccompUfli it« 


^^ At a Auraeroni meetini; of the 6otnmtttee of ihe Niwakk Assocfir 
tr ATioM, held at the Towa Hall, da Moodayi the 24th of J)ecember« 

.. "It was refolvcd unanimo«{)y» 

*' That this Committee will, in purfuance of ihe fcaond refolution of 
•" the General Nlcet ng, take every meaiTure the law impowefs tlicm to pu- 
"'•'nifh the Authors, Publifliers, ai\d Diftrf haters of all feditibus Writin/js. 

*• That a number of copies of the Extracts from Judge fiIackftone*s 
^'t^mmentaHrs, and other Writers on the fubjefl of Treafon, he printed 
*' and difperfed in this Town and Neighbovkthood, and that a Reward of 
•* FIVE GUINEAS f he offered ro any perfon who will difcovcr the Au«. 
•^'thor of any Treasonable Writing or Condu^, to be paid by this AfTot 
^'elation on convi^ftion of the offender. *» 

Thefe arhritrary , foolijh^ officious^ and impertinent re- 
•felutions were calculated, not furd for the unambiguous, 
tinequivocal, regulation of the condufl of the Bookfellers, 
in retailing their tvares to the public. No identical pub- 
lication whatever was mentioned; nothing particular,— 
Bothing fpecific, — nothing clear was afcertained. The 
JBookfeller, left to explore his way through that intricate 
labyrinth, the ^^.glorious uncertainty of the law^^ was placed 
ifi a fituation, where the greateft abilities, the moft vigor- 
ous- underftanding, and the moft profound knowledge of 
the laws, would be of no avail. What was thought inno- 
tent in one place, might, as the malice and conceptions of 

+ Perhaps it may not be altogether tinentertaininrg to inForm the Redder, 
tfiat Khe(c hyat mcii raifed ayr«ii// Fund for the laudable nurpo^e o{ peffe^ 
cvting x.\iwneigUtouTs. Unfortunately this mopey was lodged in the handic 
of a pcrfon who foon afterwards became a Bankrupt^ a ctrcumflance which 
it is much feared will totally check that career of Loyalty which commcnc* 
ed fo glurioujly. — They muft now be content to purfue fntaller game thaa 
ttditxoui\ audacidMs^ impertinent Print err, who impudently pcrfijl in 
••vowing their attachment to the wicked Caufe oi Reformation, in deHanoe 
oipenfionei Ajfociations^ whofe ill-concealed alarm furnifh them with pet' 
petual fubje£U of ridicule and laughter.— In future all prefecutions, under- 
taken by thia body of ^o///:W^Uii mudbe at therate of a Divxobn» 
9f/c much in the Ptund ! U 
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the AiToctators prevailed, be deemed ** afalfei icanclatotiSi 
and feditiou9 Libel," in another, 'this has really been the 
tafe. — Had thefe fapient expounders of the laws, (JFor they 
profefs to underfland the Conftitution better than their 
tieighbours) thought fit to inforin mfe what particulat 
books they intended to defii;viate by the vague, unmean«* 
Ing term, *^ /editions ^^* I might perhsips, have been more 
guarded and circumfpefl in iny cohdufi^ had I been in the 
leaft inclined td follow their impertinent fuggeftions. 
But here I was as much in the dark as ev^, I had nd 
guide, no rule to go by. ^xcept^ indeed, they coihpli^ 
nicnted me fo far^ as to fuppofe that my abilities were 
fully adequate to detertnine that profound and myjltrious 
point ; that point which it was recently declared in the 
Houfe of Lords, Judges * atone wcfre capable of deci- 
ding ; viz. what is, and what is not a Libel !-*-Did thefe 
enlightened Aflbciators idiagine that I was fcr peculiarly 
favored by nature afxd education, as to pofTefs all thofe 
qualities of the mind, which fo rarely meet td^get her itf 
t)ne perfon ; thofe qualities which conllitute a found Law*^ 
Jrer, an enlightened Politician, and a liberal Critic ? Or 
father in the plenitude of their 2ieal to promote my pecu^ 
fiiary intereft, did they not intend me to have kept a B AR- 
)tiST£R in my houfe, whofe advice and opiniohi*! inigbt 
alwavs have had at a very trifling expence l-^Bui I beg their 
pardon for doing them fo much injuftice. 1 know them 
better, thaii to fuppofe for a momefit, that any other 
ihaii premeditated ambiguity was their objefi. Their 
•• Refolutions" were ftudioufly and intentionally involv- 
ed in obfcurity, otherwife they would have been more in- 
telligible and lefs equivocal. — Had their objeft been pre- 

• Sfc Debate on the Libel Btll-^vo. Printed for Johnfon. AI/^ 
Lord Sunhopc'i Rights of JftiricSf$vG* 
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'ikniion^ inftead of wilful perplexity ; they would uiidbubu 
cdl jr have graiited me a licence, under their^^» manual^ for 
the faJeofy&OT^ political produSionfe, and have placed the 
following infcriptix>n oVer my doot : ^* Political 
Pamphlets, OF THE RIGHT SORTv sold here* 

BY AUTHORITY OF TliE NeWARK ASSOCIATION/' 

Had this ftep beeH taken^ and in neighhutly kindnefs to 
ifie, it ought to havie beeA taken ; toy profecutions wouU 
have never feen the light, ordifgfaced the country; and 
the " Swinijh multitude** wotild have been fuccefsfuUy pre- 
vented from wallowing in the mire^ ol /editious reformatio 
^n ! — ^To be feriouSk 

' * . * 

Setting afide the tyranny and illegality of this arrogant in^ 

terference of one tradefman in the buiinefs of another, letua 

my fellow Citizens, trace the probable confequences which 

would have refuited to myfelf, had I fubmittedto the aurbitra* 

ry and defpotic mandates of the Affociation.^— I received 

from my bookfeller in London, a parcel of books andpamph« 

lef S| of all defcriptions, for my cuftomers in the Country^ 

All theie different publications, prior to their being fent 

to me, have been, perhaps^ publicly advertifed ^in all the 

London newfpapers, recommended by all the reviews, and 

fold by almoft all the Bookfellers m the nation. But 

before I could ufe the common privilege of fending thenk 

home to their refpeftive owners, or expofe them in my 

fhop window for falci it feems neceffary that the Affocia- 

tion's appi'obation of their contents fliould be previoufly 

gained ;-'-that their aflbciated zvifdom fhould pronounce 

them to be Libels or not ; and, if after a minute and rigid 

Icrutiny, they were found to be of the right foft^ then 

they, as a b ody of poliliccd Excifemen^ fhould grant me a 

permit for their fale ! Behold the unavoidable confed^ 

quences of fuch proceedings,— ninq out of ten of my caf« 

C 
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tomers WfCHild be ^fifappoiated and diirati9fied ; my fKop de- 
fertedfT^my bu&»efs*ruined»-^-and the fe enlightened gen« 
llentieoi no mere troubled with the grating patriot ifm of the 
PjnU^TBaof the N-f ?vark Herald. — Here, without vio- 
iating tbe rules 9^ jchriftian clarity, withqut doing the leaft 
irtjufticclto their prinfiflts^ their views, and their endea- 
vours, is the prccife point at which thev wifli to arrive. It 
is not for the fupport pf the Coqftitution that they areaffo* 
ciated ; U is not t<^ giwrd the rights of the people,and coun- 
terafi the ** fpecious pretences oi republicans and levellers, 
that they have united themfelve? tpgetber ; — no ;— it is to 
aid the expiring caufe of corruption ; to itapede the pro- 
grefs of free inquiry ; to retard the advancement of poli- 
tical kt»owledge ; to deftroy the Liberty of the Prcfs in 
their neighbourhood ; and to vilify the charafter, and 
ruin the intercft of the poor, obnoxious Printer of the 
Newark Herald. Thefieare the praiJe*wortky^ the virtuous 
objeds which they ha\^ fo laudably afTocrated to obtain ; 
but alas ! their eflbrts have hitherto been ineff»ft«al. 
They have done me the honor to hold me up to an indig- 
nant people, as a perfecuted and fingular objeft of minifte- 
rial vengeance, it is tme; but my principles and my fen- 
timentsare ftill the fame j my reajbn is ftill unconvinced » 
my defire to fee a reformation, remains ftill unfubdued j 
my Newspaper, (for that is the teat objeS at which all 
the artillery of perfecution has been direfted,} is ftill vigo- 
joufly alive; my bufinefs, thro* the kindnefe of the public, 
ftill flouriflies ; and I have the pleafing fatisia£lion of in- 
forming thefe worthy gentlemen, that their favorite objeftr 
my rtdn^ is ftill as far off as ever* 

Nothing can be more odious and tyrannical, or more 
deferving of public reprehenfioa, than the officious inter* 
£erence of one tradefmiui in the bufinefs of another ; and 
yet, wherever the loyal attention of all thefe place ^ 


f - 


fun/ion chhs has been direClcd, it Iwte been tbe cafe. Att 
the numerous AfTociations have been compofed, for tbe 
moll part, of inttnjltd men^ and zoeak^ ignaranty Hme-ferving^ 
dependent trade/mm. What would fome of th'eft poKti- ' 
cians have faid, or done, had I been impudent or foolilb 
enough to have addrcfFed a letter to theth, in the ferm. ef 
refolutionSy comtnandihg them ay ttiMow^ctumdhts^^ not ta 
fell candles ; — as grocers^ not X.6 M^fugar and plumbs ;— • 
as raptrsy not to fell halters : — as apotkecwrixs^ not to tam^ 
per with their patients : — <» as attamies, not to Jkece the 
pockets of their clients, — I fuppofe theiy would have treated*" 
fuch letter with deferved contempt and indignation, efpe- 
cially the lafl; mentioned clafs of alarmifts^ And yet, be-^ 
hold, affociated Rapers^ Grocers^ &c. &c^ have had the 
niodejl afiurance to interfere in the internal management of 
my bufinefs, and have exerted themfelv^s to prevent me 
fubfiftinjg^ by my own profeffion ! ! " This was a bold ftroke^ 
and ftruck like men T'— Not one pound; no ; not even one 
poor half ounce of fedition would thefe loyal men permit 
to becaft into the trough of the " fwinilh muUituder* To 
{cejkci Tnen^ foengaged^ is moft tx\x\f auod laughably ridt« 
ctilous : 

**l.et thofe laqgli now wliA never laugh'd before i 

^* And thofe who always laugh *^dv new lau^ln the morey*^ 

Afting in the well affunied and ridiculous capacity, of 
iiierary purveyors for the pufolifc; it \% not difficult to fdre- 
fee, frotn the bo6ks the Affociatioii have already recom- 
ihended to the^nc?^x perufal of their fellow citizens, 
what piiiblications I (hpuld have been jpermitted to fell. 
The ** fwinilh multitude^' un^eflioaftbly waitld have 
made a moft rapid pragrefs in the fderice of Icgiflation, 
by carefully ftudying thofe works w hich came fanftioned 
by the weight of fuch a body^ polfeiliag fuch aHoxuIbxng 
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politica> knowledge and fuch tranfcendant abilities t Bx 
reading thofe truly excellent productions on the fcience 
of Government ; entitled " A Jito plain Qitefiions ;** 
* Thomas Bull to hisBrother Johni* " X'^o ^pennyworth of 
Truth for a penny :^ ♦ &c. &(;. £?^«Jthe minds of the low- 
er clafTes would have been moft furprifingly enlightened^ 
perhaps to fuch a f^perlative degree, that, in their laudable 
zeal ,for Church and King, they would have deemed it 
highly peritorious to cut the throats t of their unfortunate 
lieighbours who had the audacity to differ fi^om them, either 
in religion or politics ! 

Had the Aflbciation beex^ influenced by a love of public 
juftice alone, independent of all party and all perfonal con^ 
£derations ; their end would have been more generally^ 
more effe£lually, and morejuilly anfwered, had they ap*« 
plied for a profecution againft the author or the primary 
fuhlijher of the " Addrefs to the Addrejfers.** A verdiS ob- 
tained againft either, wpuldhave completely prevented all 

* Pamphleti priated and dirpertcd by the different ACTociationf.— Is 
^ne of thefe loyal produdioot it is aflertedt that it fignifiea little by wbooi 
or by what meani ParUaments are cholen ! I ! At I write this in Prifo9» 
at a diftauco from my booksi I cannot precifely point out the name of 
the paApblet which contains this libellout, unconftitntional affertion ; butf 
if my memory ferret me aright, theVeader will find it, in *' yf few plii^ 
0ufiottSf" with a multitude of political doArinet of the fame kind. 

f In one of the above mentioned pamphlett this abominable, deteftabl^ 
^o£lrine wap really inculcated {^-lo th« laft Sefl^qn of Parliament* a mo** 
tion was made to p^ofecute the authors, &c,— — See Parliaraeniury debatcf* 
«— The manifeft tendency of this conilitutional pamphlet, was to excite the 
j^eople to re^a^ the Birmingham Tragedy, and exterminate the Diff«rnters I 
It unluckily did not fucceed 1 ! —It it fomething remarkable* that at thevezy 
time I am glancing at the paft condud of thefe **Holy mn of BirminghtMt* 
^efe ** Friend t and Fellow Churchmen,** are a£bually rioting afrelhi ao4 
ipow anxioujly endeavouring to deftroy the property of each Qtbcr l«-^ 

Hfirnin^ Chrmfff October s5i 179^* 
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^ttFtber fale of the work. This was the cafe with the ver- 
dift obtained againft the *' Rights of Ma/i^" The fale was 
immediately flopped. There would have beeh no ncceflity 
for profecuting Bookfellers in the country, had ^his flea 
been taken with the ^^ Addnfs totht Addnjfers.** Neither 
was thereanyjuftice in the profecution.s commenced againft 
the country Bookfellers, as the pamphlet had not then 
been legally pronounced a Libel, conf(?qu,ently tbey could 
not be guilty in felling a publication that was not then 
«leemed criminal ! — Surely in the eye of conxmon fenfe 
and common juftice, this ought to have been done. 
But this impartial, manly, and liberal mode of procedure 
was not the inlereft, or confiftent with the private obje£l« 
©f the Aflbciation to adopt. Leaving the care ot the 
metropolis to their worthy and diJUnterefted* coadjutor, 
Mr. CHAIRMAN Reeves, it was their duty to watch the 
growth of provincial fedition, to nip in the bud the firftap- 
pearance of anarchy andconfufion, and ftrangle in their birth 
the well-founded complaints of the " fwinifli multitude.'* 
To accomplifli obje£ls like thefe, and with a view to ex- 
terminate at one blow all means of future alarm and refor^ 
mation; and (ilence tl\2Lt Jiditious organ of popular delu" 
Jion, the Newark Herald, they fixed their choice on 
me to be the devoted viftim on Jtheir altar of defpotifm, 
as afacrificeto conciliate the affeftiqnsof thofe beneficent 
inen, from whofe kindly influence they e jpefted to receive 
fome of the " good things of this world/* Eager to cnifli 
their obnoxious antagonift, and defirous to prove jthemfel ves 
worthy of their patrons, no time was loft in procuring an 
Information againft me. Accordingly I was foon honored 
Vith the notice of the Attorney General, ex officio, for 
publilhing Paine*§ ** Addrefsto thtAddreJfers!' before it 

* This lorfal Gentlen^an only enjoys Places and Penfions under Govern 
fftCAt to ihi CiiQing amount oifim thiufand p$mids^ per Annual 1 U 
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had been pronounced a Libel In London^ or even [the 
Author or primary publiiher profecuted for it I I I 

When I firft received notice of the information being 
jGled againft me for this offence^ I could fcarcely perfuade 
myfelf that zferious profecution was intended, as I certain- 
ly could not look upon that as a crime^ which almoft every 
Bookfeller in the nation was then in the daily and hourly 
habit of doing in the way of bufinefs, and which had not 
then been declared in the leaft illegah Every man of 
common fenfe would have drawn the fame conclufion^ 
but I now know that the dictates of common fenfe, and 
the verdiftfi of Jurymen, are fometimes two very different 
things. I had always fuppofed, that any publication which 
was deemed innocent in London, could hdt poflibly be 
found criminal in the country. It feems I have been 
miftaken. The different latitudes of places I find, make& 
a wonderful difference in the nature of Libels and fedition* 
Yet, notwithfianding all this latitudinal logic, 1 cannot 
forbear thinking, that to travel one hundred and twenty* 
four miles from London, to punifli a Bookfeller in the 
country, for felling what was then fold in London with 
impunity, in the face of day, and under the nofe of the 
Attorney General ; is a very new, and a very Angular 
method of enforcing the laws ; of •' adminiftring equal 
juftice to the pooreft and the proudeft," and of giving 
fupport to our moft excellent Conftitution I 

This work of profecution would have had more the 
appearance of juftice and impartiality, had every Bookfel- 
ler been profecuted who had fold the popular but obnox- 
ious writings of Thomas Paine. Had this been the 
cafe, I imagine not.fifty would have efcaped, as it is weQ 
known to every man in the trade, they were univerfally 
foldj in a greater or lefs degree, by every BookfeQer ia 
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the nation. Why they were not all profecuted, is not 
for me to, fay. Want of evidence could not poflibly be 
the occafion of it, as the Attorney General declared in 
the Houfe of Commons, feveral months ago, that he had 
then filed two hundred infotTMitions ^ and behold fcarcely a 
dozen have yet been brought to trial ! ! ! 

The Affociators have frequently told us, my Fellow 
Townfmen, that they are the friends of juftice, and the 
fupporters of religion. I will relate the following anec-* 
dote, and then leave you to form your opinions of the 
purity of their religious and political principles. — The 
fame day on which I fold the •* Addrefs to the Addrejfers^^ 
a Clergyman^ 2l member of the AiTociation, and eager of 
promotion no doubt, came into my ihop, and exprelTed 
a ftrong wilh to purchafe ajcopy of the " Rights of Man/' 
though the book had then been adjudged a Libel. This 
was told him, and alfo that it was not to be fold. Not* 
withftanding this, his defire to procure it was fo urgent, 
that he offered any fum of money to obtain it ! but the 
book was not to be fold.-^Had he obtained the book, I 
am perfuaded, from feveral concurring circumflances, he 
woiild immediately have informed againft me tor gra-^ 
tifying his wifhes. — Was the conduft of this reverend 
gentleman^ this friend to Church and King, confillent with 
his declaration as an aflbciator, that he would " do all in 
bis power to difcountenance and prevent the fale of feditious 
publications " ? Or was it confillent with his principles, 
as a Clergyman^ " to tempt men to do evil f*' Was it a meek 
and brotherly fpirit that induced him to endeavour to en« 
fnare me, that he might have had an opportunity, if poffi« 
ble, of accomplifhing my ruin ? Was this the fpirit of the 
Gofpel ? — No I It was the fpirit of tythes, of pluralities, of 
meanne/i^ mchednefs^ and malice. It was *' atroubledfpirtt thai 
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prevailed noL** Did he judge of my principles fey hii 
own, in fuppofing that a iribe would tempt me to a£l il^ 
legally ? Certainly he could not wifli me to do an a£l, 
which he would be aOiamed to commit himfetF, Th6 
confequence of this zl'^U intended zpplicdLtlon, was a com- 
pliment to ifiy integrity, and perhaps a bar to this reverend 
Aflbciator's immediate preferment. — Had he been fuccefs- 
ful, who knows but he might h^ve been resvarded with a 
l)eanery or a Bifhoprick f 

At the fatne time that I received notice of an In« 
formation being filed againft me for felling the " Aidreji 
to the Addrejfers^^ I alfo received notice of another In* 
formation being filed againft me, for reprinting ** An Ad- 
drefs to the Inhabitants of Leeds, Sheffield^ Btrminghanii 
Manchejler, and other unreprefented Towns, on a Parlia^^ 
mentary Reform,^* which was firjl printed in the year 
1782. As this cafe is of the greateft magnitude and im* 
portance to Printers, and the public in general ; — as it is 
likely to operate, if followed up, as a .total annihilation 
of the Liberty of the Prefs ; and as it has been attended 
with circumftances fo peculiarly oppreflive to me^ 1 beg 
your indulgence, whilft I relate the particulars of this 
lingular profecution, pretty much at large. 

In the year 1782, meetings were held and Societies 
formed in moft of the ** Counties and CitJes," injthe King-* 
dom, for the exprefs and avowed purpofe of obtaining a 
** Parliamentary Reformation.'** From thefe feveral Soci- 
eties delegates were appointed, who affeffibled in London^ 
it the Thatched Houfe Tavern.* The Delegates thus af» 
fembled confifted of moft of the fir ft charaders of theage* 

Thatched JJeufe Tai>ern, May s6, 1782^ 
* AT a numerous and rcfpe£lable Meeting of Members of Farliamenti 
flicadly to a ConiUiutioiul ReformatioDy and of Members of feveral 
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To promote the obj efts of the different focieties, fever^ 
al pamphlets and papers were written and diftributed^ 
simoQgft the people, and alfo advertifed in the publia 
prints of the day, Aipongft the reft, of thefe prpduftions* 
was the paper for which I have been profecuted, s^nd. 
which was advertifed at the time of its firft publicatioa 
in all the newfpapers. Before thef^ papers were given.ta 

Committers of Countiei and Cities* 

' PRESENT,. 

Jhe Duke of Rithmoni^ The Han, William HU 

lord Surry^ ' > ^^^ ^^^ ^Ar, W'yvill^ 

Lord Mahon,' Ji^ajor Carttvright^ 

The Lord Mayor ^ Mr* John Home Tooke^ 

Sir Watkin Lexaes^ Mr* Alderman Wilkes^ 

Afr. Buncombe^ DoSlor Jebkf 

SirC. Wrayy Mr. Churchill^ 

Mr. B, Hollis^ Mr. Frofi. 

Mr. Withers, &c, Uc. ^c^ 

.*•■» 

*' Refolved unanimoufly, 
<* That the Motion of the Hon. William Pitt, on the 7th inftanU 
for the appointment of a Committee of the Houfe of Commoha to enquiro* 
into the ft^te of, the Reprefentation qf the Pjeople of Great Britain, and to 
report the fame to the Houfe, and alfa wliat ftepa it might be neceifary to 
take, having been defeated by a motion for the order of the day,^ it is be- 
come indifpenfibfy oeceflary that application fliould be made to Parlia- 
ment by petitions from the colle&ive body of the people, in their lefpec- , 
tive diftri^s requc^ng a fubftantial reformation pf the Commons H^ufc 
•f Parliament* 

** Refolved unanimoufly t 

<| That this Meeting, confiderin^thata general app^catlon by the collect 

tive body of the people to the Uoiife of Commons cannot be made before 

the clofe of the prefent Seffion, is of opinion that the feufe of the people 

Jhfiuldbe taken atfuch time as may be convenient during this Summer^ in order 

to lay their fever al Petitions before Parliament early in the next Sejion, when 

ikeir propofals for a Parliamentary Reformation /without which neither the 

Liberty' of the MaMon can be preferved, nor the permanence of a wife and vtr- 

tuous Aaminifiration can be fecure) may receive that ample and mature difcuf 

^9ni which fg mfiafcntous c ^uejlian demands.** 
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the public, I believe they were umformly examhied and- 
approved by the Committee, which then confifted of thjc 
following perfons : 

Duke of Richmond. Mr. J, Home Tooke. 

Lord Surrey, ( now Hon. William Pitt 

Duh of Norfolk ) Rev. Mr. Wyvill. 

Lord Mahon [now Major Cartwright. 

Earl Stanhope ) Mr, Aid. Wilkes. 

Sir Cecil Wray, Mr. Froft, &c. &c. &c. 

You will pleafe to recolleft, that laft year (1,792) {imu 
lar Societies, for fimilar purpofes were formed in various 
parts of England. Several of thefe Societies had reprin-, 
ted^ without thtlecfjl altejation^ the paper in queftion. It 
had alfo found its way into that valuable, and fpirited 
publication, the ** Patriot." In the month of Decem- 
ber 1792, the Nottingham Political Society, 
(who' had previoufly done me the honor to appoint mCL 
their Printer) fent m^ an order to print an impreflipn from. 
the copy then fent, and which copy had been very re- 
cently reprinted by the Political Society at Sheffield. 
When this paper firft came into my hands for the abov^e 
purpgfe, I did not hefltatc a moment in committing it to^ 
the prefs, knowing it to have originally come from the 
Society at the Thatched Houfe Tavern, in the year 1782, 
of which Mr, Pitt, the prefent prime minijler of England^ 
the Duke of Richmond, now Majier Gtntral, oj the Ord' 
nance^ &c. &c. were members; under the fan6iion of fuch 
high and refpe6lable ainhorhy^ I then Jiippojed, it would 
have been downright madnefs in me to have refufed to 
print it, or even to have entertained a momentary doubt 
upon the fafety of the meafure. I ani perfuaded there is 
not a Printer in England who would not have done the 
fame. But Inowkxiovf that what was right and innocent. 
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Hay even highly laudable in the year 1782, may not be 
equally To ten years afterwards. In faft, I am at this very 
inllant experiencing an imprifonment of TWO YEARS, 
iPor priming a Libel which originally came out under 
the fanftion, 'and with the public approbation of 
Mr. Pitt. That this Unfortunate paper, after ranging 
thro* the nation in a variety of forms, for ten years, 
with impunity ; after having been reprinted by the Poli- 
tical Society at Sheffield, agam in the ** Patriot,** and 
by various other Societies, Ihould at laft be profecuted 
as a Libel, ifluing from my prefs, in the year 1792, is an 
inftance fo Angularly oppreffive, as not eafily to be paral- 
leled in the whole hiftory oi political perjecution. 

In the inonth of July laft, the Affizes were held at 
Nottingham, where, as a matter of courfe, my two profe- 
butions came on for trial, and, as another matter of courfe 
too, before a Special Jury^ The information for felling 

♦ As the niture of forming Spscial Juried is not generally under- 
(lood, at Icaft iu the Country, Z (hall make no apology for introducing 
the following curious and interefting account of the manner in "which they 
are fcleffccd, lo the notice of my readers. — It is taken from the trid of 
John Horns Tobkx, Efq. for a Libel, in the year 1777. 

** The rpecial Jury, fays Mr, Tooke, you may imagine are t^ken indif- 
ferently, and, as it «iay happen, from a book containing all the name* 
•f thofc v/ho are liable to fcrve ; I thought fo when I read the Aft of Par- 
liament appointing th** manner in which they fliould be taken : But when 
i came to attend to ftrike the fpecial Jury, a book with names was pro* 
«uced by the Sheiift's Officer ; I made what I thought an uucxcepuon- 
able propofal. i dcfired the Mafter of the Crown Office^ ( whom I do 
entirely acquit, and do not mean the flightcft charge upon ) r defired th« 
Mafter of the Crown Office, that he would be plcafcd to take that book, 
open it where he would, begin where he would, at the top or at the bot- 
tom, and only take the firil forty-eight name* that came. I faid I hoped 
that to fuch a propofal the Solicitor of the Treafury could have nothing 
to obje£i, I wa» millaken, he had fomcthing to objcd \ he thought that 

D2 
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the " Adirefs to the Addrejfers** was firft tried. In the 
courfe of this trial, it incontefiibly appeared, that this 

liot a fair way, ( turning round to the Attorii^y General ) tl>ere were Wit- 
'telTes enough prefent, and I (hould furely be a(haniea to mifreprefcnt 
what eight or nine people were prefent at ; he thought that not a fair way: 
lie thought and propofed as thefaireft way, that two (hould be taken out 
of every lea^ ; that I obj^ded to* 1 called that picking and not flriking the 
Jury. To what end or purpofe does the law permit the parties to attend, 
if two are to be taHen by the Mafter of the Crown Office out of every leaf? 
Why then need I attend f two may as well be picked in my abfence, as in 
jny prefence ; I objeflrd to that method ; the Mafter of the Crown Office 
did not feem to think that I had propofed any thing unreafonable : be 
began to take the names, but obje&ed that He could not take the firft for- 
Xy -eight that came bccauCe they were not all Special Juiy-men ; and that 
the names of conunon aiid*fpe*:ial Jury-men. were mixed together; and 
that it would be a hard cafe that the party ftiould pay the expence of a 
Special Jury, and not have one ; that they were expelled to be perfonsof 
a fuperior rank to common Jury-men : I could have noobje^ion to that, 
provided they were indifferently taken. I faid, take tKcn the fiirft forty 
^ight Special Jury-men that come ; he feemed to me that he meant to do> 
it ; he begaU) but as I looked over the bookt I defircd him to inform me 
Iiow I ftiould know whether he did take the firft fony-eight Special Ju- 
xy-men that came, or not ; and what maik, or defcription, or qualifica- 
tion there was in the book^ to diftinguifli a fpecial from a common Jury^ 
man ? he told me, to my great furprife ( and he faid, he fuppofed I ftiould 
"Wonder at it ) that there was no rule by whTch he took them. Why then 
liow can I judge ? you muft go by fome method, what is your method ? 
At laft the method was this, that when he came to a man, a Woollen-Dra- 
per, a Silrer Smith, a Merchant (if Merchant was oppofite to his same 
of courfe he was a fpecial Jury-man,' } bat a Woollen- Draper, a Silver- 
Smith, &c» he faid that they were ^erfoni who were working Men of 
^ofe Trades, and there were others in a fitoa'tion o'f life fit to be ukco. 
How then did he diftinguifli? nootherwife tlian this : If he perfonally 
knew them to be men in leputable circuinflances, he faid he took them 
if be did not know th^m he paifed them by* Now Gentleincn, what 
follows from thh ? • 

But ibis is not alL The Sheriff's Officer fUnds by, the Solicitor of the 
Treafury, his Clerk, and io forth, and whilft the names are taken, if a 
aame (for they know their diftindion ) if a name which they do not like, 
occurs and turns np* the Sheriffs Officer fays, ** O, Sir, he is dead." The 
Pffcad^t, wko d9C9 aot know iU the world, and caaaot know all tb« 
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pamphlet was publiOied by me long before it was proved 
to be a Libel in any court of judicature, and fold merely 

names in that book, does not defire a Jead man for his Tiiry-man. '* Sir 
that man has retired," '* That man does not any longer live where he 
^id." *' Sir, that man is too old." *' Sir this man has failed and be- 
come a Bankrupt." — *< Sir, this man will not attend." O ( it is faid 
very reafonably } " Let us have men that will atttnd, otharwife the pur- 
pofes of a Special Jury is defeated." It feemed very extraordinary to 
itie, I wrote down the nvmes, and two of them which the officer objc6ied 
to, I faved. *' I begged them not to kill men thus without remorfe, as 
ihey have done rn America, merely becaufe he onderftood them to 
t!e frie'nds to Liberty, that it is very true, we Aiall fee them alive again 
liext \«/eek» and happy, but let them be alive to this caufe*" The firft 
pame 1 took notice of was Mr. Sai nsbury, a Tobacconift on Ludgate 
HiU. 'i*he Sheriffs Officer fatd, he had been dead feven months ; that 
ilruck me. I am alnuff taker, and buy my fnuffat his {hop, therefore I 
Icnew Mr. Sainfbury was not fo long dead : I afk'ed ti'im flridly, if he wa* 
fure Mr. Sainftiury was dead, and how long ne had been dead. ** Six or 
feven months.*' " Why I read his name to day, he muft then be dead 
within a day or two. l''or I faw in thie Newfpapers that Mr. Sainfbury 
was appointed by the city of London, one of the Committee," (it happen- 
ed to be the very fanie day ) ** to receive the toll of the (Thames Naviga. 
tion." and as the City of London does not often appoint dead men for thef« 
purpofes, I concluded that the Sheriff's Officer was mtffcaken, and Mr. 
Sainfbury was piermitced to be put down amiongft yotf, Gentlen en, ap*- 
pkiinted for this fpecial Jury. 

Another Gentleman was Mr. TiRRiT,thebook faid he lived, I think, 
in Puddle Dock, the Sheriff's Oflficer faid ** that Gentleman was retired, 
h« was gone into the country, he did not live in town." It is true^ be 
4oes ( I am told] frequently go into the countiy, ( for I enquired } His 
name was likewife admitted with fome flruggle. Now what followed? 
This dead man, and this retired man were both ftruck out by the Solicitor 
of the Treafury, the very men whom the Sheriff^s Officer had killed and 
lent into the country were Itruck out, and not admitted to be of the Jury. 
Now Gentlemen, what /does that look 'like ? There were many other 
names of Meif that were dead and had retired, which were left out. 

There is fomething more unfortunate in the cafe of a fpecial Jury* Th^ 
Special Jury*men if they fail to attend that Trial for which they are ap. 
pointed, are never cenfured, fined, nor punifhed by 'the Judge ; in the tri- 
al vf one of the printers, only four of the Special Jury attended* This i* 
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in the rcguVdr routine of my bufincrs ; no prooi bcj:i| 
bioiiglil ol any intention to circulate it in paracuiar, more 

kind in the chief Jiullcp, hut it has i very ur.Linrl confcquencc to the De- 
fendant, efpcciolly ina Tii:}! oFtliis nature ; for I will tell you what ti»c 
cor,f?q!!cnce is. — The brll men and the word meti arc furc to attend upon 
ii fprcialjnry where the Crown is concerned ; tnc heft rncn from a nice 
Knfc of their Duty ; the worft men from a fciife of their inteiefi. The 
beft men are known by the Solicitor of the Ti eafury ; fuch an one cannot 
Vc in above one or two verdi^is ; he tries no liiorc caufcs for the Crown. 
Tiiere is a good fort of man, who is indeed the niofl proper to try all this 
kind ofcauffs; an impartial raoderaite, prudent m.in, who meddles with no 
©pinions : that trian will not attend, for why Ihonld !ic get into a f(frapc« 
Ke nerd notatienl ; he is fuic not to be ctnfurcd, why (hould he attend ? 
The coufcquencc follows that frequently only fourorfivo rar.i attend, and 
t? ofe fuch as partirularty ought not co attend ina Crown caufe. I do no^ 
fay that it happens now, noi that 1 care ; I do not mean to coax you, Gcn- 
tl<;men, 1 have nothing to fear, you have more to fear in the Vcrdift than 
I have, bccpufe your confcicnces «re at ftakc in the VerdJ£l. I will do my 
duty not forthe fiikeof thevodi'?^. Now what follows this pcrraiflTionto Spe- 
tialjuiy-men to atf'nd or not, as they like heft? Why every man that ii 
gaping for a contrail, orwl-o has one, isfurcto fticw his cagcrncrsand zeal* 

It happened fo in the trial of the firft caufe for this advcrlifement* The 
Printer fliewcd mc the Hit, among them one of the fiiii I obferved, was 
Sir James Efdailc, Alderman of London, and a Contraftor for the Army 
(there were feveral others ; I do not rhcntion the gentlemen's names) He 
would have ftruck him out, I faid no, there are fo many bad that ought to 
be (Iruck out, leave in Sir James ; it is iinpofllble that a magiflratc of 
London ! with fo much buQnefs ! a Contra6tcr under the Crown J if he 
has any modefty ! he cannot, an Alderman of London ! go down to ba 
Special Jury-man in Middlefcx ! he was the Foreman of the Jury. He 
was fure to attend. And fo they got the firft Verdift, in order lo give 

^hem this influence upon men's minds. ** We have got a vcrdi^lj this 

queftion has been determined by a Jury," 

Well, Gentlemen, havi'ngthen got fuch a fpccial Jary as be ufaallydoes 
get (for it leldom happens that twelve Gentlemen have fcnfe enough of theif 
duty to attend, as happen* to be now my cafe) the Attorney General brings 
on the tiial; he then claims amongft other things, aright to reply, though 
no evidence is caIle/1 for the Defendants 

But befides this, I told you before, that he claims a right of flopping iU 
when he pleafes, by with-drawing a Juror. I (hould be glad to bear that 
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than other r.ew publications of any tUfcrlption whatever. 
One oF tlic witncfles (Mr. S, Hunter*) produced pn' 
the part of the profecution, proved, that in a converfa- 
tiont he had with me on tlie fubjeft of libellous publica- 
tions, previous to the fale of tlie pamplilet in qucflion, I 
informed liim, that I la J taken out of my Ihop all fuch cjf 
Painjc's works as had then been declared Libels, and 
that I intended not to vend any more o\ tkan; nor would 
I, on any account, fell a Libel, knowing it to be one, — After 
a trial of five houis,in which my Counlel, MefTrs, Day- 
RELL and Clarke, did all that great abilities like theirs, 
^ould do in fuch a Jituation^ the Special Jury withdrew, 
taking the pamphlet with them, and returned in about half 
^n hour with a verdift of — GIJILTY ! The Trial lo\ 

^ontradi^lcd and givrn upj 

But further, if he lofes the Verdi6l« he pays no cods ; the Crown pay^ 
no cofts. The miferablc man that is harraircd, even though innocent^ 
though gaining a Verdidl under all thefc difadvantagcs (if it is poIfiHe and 
-which fcldom happen^} yet (till he mud Aaud by his coits* and they mav. 
b.e, you fee, whatever they picafe to make them. 

A^ain, if the Attorney General gains a verd^^, he punifhcs whom he. 
plear.S} and when he plcalcs. I think there wo e eight convictions for this 
advcrtifcmcnt, yet but three have been called up to judgment, one, 1 
think, was let yd bccaufc ihete was a. littl^ falfc fvyearing in the cafe, by. 
anofHcer under the Crown.— (I allow it certainly to have been a midake^ 
becaule he is iigentlemanof charaClcr) and therefore it is accounted fur how 
this one got off, but how tl\e other Printers efcapcd, whether from th« 
benevolence of the Aitdiney General, I do not know* 

That is not all. — He aggravates the punidimcnt of the perfon againOj^ 
whom he gets a Verdid, if he pleafes." 

♦ It is with real plcafure, I embrace this opportunity of returning my 
public I'hanks lo this Gci*t]cman for his open, candid, and manly evidence 
on the trial. -^I widi 1 cuuld fpeak of another refpeUabU^ but officious ge&« • 
tleman in the fame manner. 

+ This converfatton hai already been laid before the reader in the for* 
ipcr part of this pamphlet. 
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reprinting and publifliing the following* " Addrefs,'* 
next came on, before another Special Jury. 

ADDRESS 

* 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF 

LEEDS, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM, 

MANCHESTER, 

AND OTHER UNREPRESENTED TOWNS^ 

ON A 

- Parliamentary Reform. 

« FRIENDS AND COUNTRYMEN, 

** PERMIT xne, with the afFe£liop that every man ought to bear towards 
his feUowcitizens9 and with the anxiety that every citisen ought to feel 
for bia country, to fubii|it'to yourconfideration the following reafons, why* 
in my humble opinion, the Reform of Parliament, now in agitation^' 
enight tidt to be regarded by yoU with indifference ; 

4 ... 

'* 1. Being fubje£l to the legiflation of perfons whom other men have 
placed' ever you t it is evident that you are denied that which i a the birtk- 
Tight of every 'Englilhman, and without which he is not a fiee man* viz. 
a (hare in the making of thofe laws whicKhave power over your proper-^ 
tiesy'your families, your liv'eSy and libertief. 

**• a. Being very deeply interefted in trade* not only 'at home, but m 
all jpartsof the world, you ought to have in parliament deputiea well in* 
formtd on the fubjedot commerce in all its branches, but more particular* 
]y acquainted with that which you in an efpecial mahnc'r commit to their 
guardianlhip, as your immediate reprefentatives. ' It ia not otherwif* 
polllble that your iht£refts ihpuld be Droperly^ttehdedto; - 

*' 3. Should you not join the public fpirited towns and counties whs 
inav petition for a reform in the national reprcfentatioo, there is reafon to 
apprehend that it will be but very imperfedly amended. And if the 
augend nreUft ^It anything fliQzt of making Parlian^eM indeptndent of the 

"* The 6th, yth, 8th, 19^(1, and «oth, articles in this Paper, are pat in 
Italics, they being tlie parts' which were deemed libellous by the Attorney 

General. ^The only alteration in this paper from the original copy, was 

merely the title ; that for which I was profccutedy being addrefled to the 
Jababitantsy &€• " of Newark.'* 
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Crown, pertiaps the only difFerence we msy iiiicl» may bei that it ma^j^ 
iienceforth coft the nation more to purchafe majorities for the Minifter^ 
Ihan it has hitherto done; for; if corruption, inftead of being made impof* 
fible, he only rehdcTtd/omewhat more treuiiefomc, the additional trouble at 
well as the additional value of votes; mud be paid for. 

''4 It IS a truth known to you all) that a country which once lofes iti 
liberty, mull Ihortly lofe its trade alfo. Thus, on commercial principles 
themfelvcs, you aire bound to contribute youi (hare tovtrards the reform oE 
Parliament, although it ftiould be attended with fome coft and labor. The 
fVuitsof your iiiduftry will proVc to your children but a poor inheritance^ 
if not accompanied with freedom; 

*' 5; So long as a majority of the Houfe of Commons (hall continue to> 
be appointed by a number of borough elc£lors, not exceeding /Irv^tt thoufand^ 
«s pow isthe cafe ; fo long will bribery govern borough ele^lions, corrupt 
tion be the chafa6leriftic of Patliameiity and an opp^reflive taxation be thd 
lot of the people: 

"6. Jfthe prefent inequality of reprefentation and length of Parliaments he 
ihecaufeof parliamentary corruption^ as they undoubtedly artf tue mujl remove the 
taufes before the effeSt will ceafe. 

** J4 SydcorrMpt Pdrliamentii meant y that tuhich^ tnjlead of being afhieU 

Mgainjl unnecejfary taxation, is the hired inftrument whereby the nation is pillagedi 

■ that which, infleddofprbvingachech upon the Crown, when difpofed to en*- 

gage in unnecejfary dnd ruiitouS tDars, is the bribed tool by which the nation vums 

firjl gulled into an dpptobdtion 6f war, and aft etwdrds drained $f its blood and 

tUafures to cdrfy it on i a%d again, uniform experience teaches us, that 

zdhenever Parliaments dre undor an undue infuencefrom the Crown^ they arc 
ever ready to betray the wojlfacted rights of the people. Suffice it dt prefent 
to recaltojour recdlleBion afewinfidnces only. In the feign of Henry yJII^ 
i^arliament enaSed, that the King's proclamation fhould have the force of law g 
in the reign of William III, they mdde a precedent for fufpendivg by Jlatute the 
btnefts of the habeas corpus ; and it hasfnce beenfeveral times praBifed : irt 
the reign of George /. by means of the Hatute, vulgarly called tht riot aft, all thei 
«onftitational means of giving fuppot t to the civil magiflrate were fuppldnted 
in favor djthe praSice of calling out the ftanding army. That government 
which cannot priferve its authority without fuch an inftrument, deferves ^ot the 
name of government ; and that country, in which it is an ordinary prdStce t» 
fftpport the execution of its laws by ajanding drmyi is not a free country«r 
But the deadliefi wounds that freedom evet reteivedfrom Parliament, were thofe 
zifhii.h have been given it by the disfranchifmg ftatute of Henry VI. the tri* 
CfiniaUa of William in. and the feptenniaUai of George h /or iy (^f 
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joiftt opirsticn. of thoft three (latutes, tki very foundations of the c9nJlitu7io)t tft 
removed, Thoic Jiatutes not only defraud the nation offx parts infevin, both 
•ffits ele6lionand)tsreprefenUtion^but they have efeSually vitiated the remain* 
ing feventk, 

" 8. Parliaments chofen as they nota are, and continuing for f even years at 
they now do, will ever be compofidjfor the mojl part^ of a few faBion sounder thf 
guidance of particular Noblemen^ perpetually contending for the power andemo- 
lumenti of office. The common-foldiery of thefe fever ai foBicns^ like that of all 
tther /landing armies, is made up of mercenaries from the mofl idle and proJH'^ 
gate orders of the community. Who fo idle ^ as men of pleafure^ and the vicious 
part of our nobility and gentry f Whofoprofiigate^ as murdering nabobsy profii* 
tute lawyers, and unprincipled adventurers, whOy through the iniquity of corrupt 
^unions, make their way into parliament, and there let out their tongues and their 
'^otes for hire f^ 

*' 9- Parliaments cliofen ts they ought to be, that ia, by the whole nt* 
tion in jaft proportion, and continuing as they ought to do« for one fell 
ISon only, muft of courfq (as corruption without doors would then be 
imp offib I e) confiH of men moll eminent for virtue and wifdom from every 
part of the kingom. Every di(lri£l, and every town (freed from an undut 
influence by the multitude of its ele6lors) would undoubtedly appoint for 
its parliamentary repreCentative, or attorney, the perfon btft acquainted 
vith its interefts, and bed qualified to promote them. Tbefe reprcfenta* 
fives, feeling that dependence on their employers which an annual elec- 
tion would cufure, and carrying with them into Parliament characters of 
value, would be doubly guarded agaihft fallinj^ into temptation ; befides 
their virtne would be farther fecared fiom this important confideratioay 
that, as no Mintder in his fenfes would efteem it pra6licable to bribe a 
majority of fuch a Parliament, it follows, that bribing individuals could 
be of no ufe tor him« * 

" 10. But fuch a Parliament cannot be had uftlefs we will revert to the 
fird principles of our conditution, which we have fo diamcfully aban* 
^oned. Since elefling a Parliament is our only fecurity againd an 
arbitrary power in the crown, eleBion itfelf mud be not only thecomttoa 
light, but the common duty of 9II the people^ 

'^ IX. The only plaulible obje^ioa which is htlld forth, tn order to 
«!ifcourage the manufaSluring towns from demanding reprefentation, name- 
ly, /^f lofs of time amangft the workmen that would bfi aceafioned by eiedionSp 
is an idle bugbear. 

. ** la. All the idlenefs and vice of modern cledions in this country are 
the confequences of that very inequality of reprefentation, and that long 
4urdtioB of Parliameat, of which we coaipUiii* While all but tl^e ? iV/«iV 
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•fformtr times, that is, while all free fi6je3sh^^ tbctr votes, aad Tar*, 
liamcnts were chofen fometimet twice and fomctimes thrice in a yt^ar*, 
tumult and debauchery at ele£liona were unknown ; and there were not 
fbove two or three cafetoffalfe returoitor difputed elections in the courC* 
oi imo hundred and fevtnteen.years^ as ftauds proved by authentic records^ 
in the Tower.. In ^ jingle Par liametU of the prefcnt reign, the trials upoa 
•onteded ele6lions hWjiue large volumes ; and the profligacy fo frequent. 
ly attending the choice of members is a reproach to our age and nation.-— 
It it not time then to re/lore a reprefyitation ofali^ and parliaments of a^nglc. 
kj^on \Jince they alone can enfure us peaceable and virtuous- eUQu^ns ? 

** >3. Prevent the temptation to the evil youdiead, and the evil itfelf 
ivill be prevented :. this is a law of nature. If parl(h officers, if common 
^unciL men of London, and mayors of corporations, if committees for 
»11 forts of bufinefs, if, in fhort, deputies of any other defcription, can be 
annually or more frequently ele£lcd, without any evil confequenccs, is 
it not an infult to common fenfeto tell us, that deputies for tranfa£ling, 
our parliamentary bufinefs may not be elcfled alfo ? — ——Prevent, I fay,, 
^e temptation to the evil you dre^d, and the evil itfclf will be prevented. 
The tem^/tation to the candidate-—— is the hopes of a place, a title, or 
whatelfe he can get from the minifter ; the temptation to the borough 

de^or 4s the candidate'streatand bribe.— /fi eUSions oj all^ andjcf-- 

^nal Parliaments^ would^cut upby the roots this commerce of corrup- 
tion, fo they would enfure you eleflions. a& peaceable and orderly, as. 
your weekly meetings at; divine fervice, or in your, markets. Tims* 
that glorious word, </c<S?({s, which is not to be found in the di6tionary of 
anyenilaved nation, would be reflored amongU us to its plain and hoaefl 
£goification : carrying with it no other idea, than that of a free choice oj^ 
Jreemen^jor their own benefit and happinefs* 

*' 14. Bui if we cannot believe hiftory, nor place confidence iuTecords.. 
thcmfelves,Jet us, at leaft, truft. our own r«nfes,,and obferve what is the 
conduct of our fober and fagacious brethren of America. If repiefea. 
tation be of no ufe to a trading people, and if eleflions are nuifances, why. 
have the citizens, of Philadelphia, Bofton, and all America, fecured to 
themfelves, by their, nfrw conflitution, an equal repre/cntation and annsial 
sit^iotUf as the very eflence of that coaftitution which they inherit in.: 
common with ourfeives, and as.that withouL which they knew they fhould. 
Bot be a free people ?. 


<c 


15. If you think to enjoy the benefits of reprefentation through per^ 
fons cho/en by other merty and over whofc dilmiirion you have no power,, 
]^ou.niich.deeeive yoarfelvM. Suppofing a merchant had not the dioLcA- 
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f f his own clerks, nor workmen, nor bpufhold fenranti, but tkey: wve t^ 
be appointed for him by the exciseman, or by fome nctghbonring Lor^ 
who had an intereft in fo doing; and if, when fo appointed, he could not 
get rid of them in Ida than icvenyeara, let their idlenefs, cxtravaganco, 
and diflionefty be ever fo glaring, and their infolence erer fo inCuffera^le* 
does it need the fpiiit of prophecy to foretel, that his name would fooq 
be in the Gazette, proclaiming him a ruined and miCerable man ? An4 
is not that great merchant, the Nation, brought to the verge of bankruptcy 
by thefe very means ?'— A nation 'happy above otheis in the fertility of itc 
foil, and theinduftry of its inhabitants ; a nation which now poflefles « 
diftri£l of ^n4ia, equal to th« whole kingdom of France, and until thQ 
other day polTctTed alfpa continent in America, is, ncverthelefs, I fay, and 
by the meaua I h^ve pointed ont, nearly reduced to the condition of a 
bankrupt. In confe^uence of loHng, through fupinefs, the appoincment 
of its own pler^f, workmen, and fervants, or in other words, its own 
Parliament^ it is now indebted two hundred and fsventy milUtnr of money ^ and 
not only its lands, butyu^tfr^ indufiry, is deeply mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of the intereft ; whereas, had it conilantly alTerted its rights^ it necd^ 
cd not at this day to haye owed a (hilling. 

<* i6* As the intereft upon thcfe two hundred and feventy millions it 
3uft fo much CO be dedu£ked from the national- induftry, and as nations lefa 
taxed may confequently underfell us a( foreign markets^ the manufa6);uring 
towns of this kingdom are. peculiarly and eminently interefted in reftoring 
purity to parliaments. They ought alfo to'recoUed, that if it be negleded 
an increafe of debt, and confequently an increafe of taxes, muft follow ; fo^ 
fo long as the caufe of extravagance remains;, the effeS, will not ceafe. 

'*i7. Although it is granted, that if petty boroughs an^ fepteonisj 
Parliaments were ftill to remain injiatu quo, and the only alteration to he 
obtained, were a mere elf ftion of two, members for each manufa^uring 
town, the general advu^ntage therefrom would be trifling, and the new 
^le^ion^ might perhaps be inconvenient ; yet, tiatis not whaiif propofed-i 
nor would be the confequi^uce, if thofe towns, containing an immenfe propor" 
Hon of the who'e nation, would properly exert tbemfelves. In conjun^ion 
with Surry, Middlesex, and the Metropolis, united in quintuple alliance, 
and the many other generous towns and conotiet which may petition, the 
yaft weight of the manufadnring towns would no longer (uffer our hopea 
and fears, our recovery or our total ruin, to hang in doubtful balance ; 
but the fterling gold of reformation would preponderate, and treachery 
and opprelfion kick the beam* 

^ 18. Take a (ketch of fuck elections as are propo(ed. It being found 
that the proportion of Engliib eledof s to every reprefentative, according 
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t9 the prefent nqmber in the Houfe of Commons, is about three tkoufani^ 
\x. foilowsi tbaj^ fi^ch town ought to be divided into diftrl&s of ele£lion» 
fiontaining each abouc that number of male inhabitants* of twenty-one 
years of age* fiy the piilitia li(l> alone thi's might be eafily done. In 
towns where the whole number of electors tor eoch diftri^ might inhabit 
one pariihy there ought to be tenor twelve fubdivifions of them, fo that 
sot zpore than three hundred at mod eled in one place. TAis would not 
pnly prefervethe peace> but enfure (he poropletion of the eleflion in one 
. forenoon : it would alfo fo facilitate the attendance, that no manufadturef^ 
or mechanic need iofe an hour's labour, 

•* ig. A moment's refleSiion toill convince any candid wan, that infuchelec^ 
fions annually repeated there could he no fuch thing as bribery ; and if a ballot 
were addedy all undue infiuence ofweakh or author ity would be guarded againfi. 
Bribery and threats out of the queftion, who could have an inter efl or temptation ta 
promote any liientioufnefs ? It has already been Jhewn alfo that in Parliaments fi 
eleSedyandfo dependant on the efleem and confidence, ani power of the people^ it 
vonldbe as impojible for a miniver to obtain fuppor thy corruption, as nqiw it it, 
impoJibU tofndfupport vritho^t corruption, 

** 20. But a minifiery it isfaii^, cannot carry on the bufnefs of the nation 
Vfithout a majority. This is held to be an axiom in politics. Andfoit is. No 
maxim is more true. But it is equally true, that, in Parliaments chofen as ours 
now are, thit majority muJI be had by means of faftion and bribery; in a rC" 
formed Parliament, it mufl be gained by rc6ljtude of meafuies alone. 

*• 21. A rcformatipn of Parliament wo^ld produce a total reToIution 
- in the condition of the miniftcr, Inftead of continuing to be an haughty 
lord and mailer of the nation, he would inftantly become its fervant, as 
the word minifier imports ; — Jnftea4 of haying through a corrupt majority 
the purfc of the whplc nation, at his mercy, he would find that it fhould 
»ot yield him an extravagant cr an unncceffary (hilling. Inflcad of cre- 
ating jobs, offices, and contra£ls, and fquandcring millions of the public 
treafure to gratify himfelf, his connexions, his creatures and dependants^ 
^efides the enorifiiQus bribery within the walls of Parliament, he mud cor- 
l"c£l: every wafteful expenditure, and transfufea fpirit of oeconomy through 

every department of the flate. Inflcad of being in a condition to make 

inroads on the liberties of the people, or to make anything law, by which 
lie could ingratiate himfelf with royalty, or ftrengthen his own hands a- 
gainfl every oppofition to his will, he muft be concent to aX within his own 
Jphere, which is to execute the laws made by the concentrated wifdom of 
the nation in Parliament afTembled. 

** 22. In fuch a Parliament as mull be the confequence ofafleningour 
fight to an equal reprefentation and annual elections, it would be as i|B« 
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^raOicablf for 9t\y/aSfion to <li fplace an able and virtuouft mmtftey U fo> 
a cabal of ^roums and chambermaids, in a private family, tddifplace th^ 
fieward, whofe rcputaion had been eftablilhed for taientl and integiiiy^ 
and who acquitted himfelf to the fatisfa6lion of his mafter. So iongss 
the minifter did the bufinefs of the natioa to its fatisfafkioa, the repre- 
fentativcs of that flstion, having no temptation to do otherwife, but aa 
evident interefl in fuppor ting hinn would fupport him accordingly. N«% 
'verthelefs» the Hoafc of Commons would ftill be the political theatrefor 
ambitious fpirits to a£l their parts in ; and it ought to be fo« It i« the proper 
fcbool of politics ; and whenever a great gcnma ior governnacnt (hould 
arife, and could fatisfy Parliament as to any conilderable incapacity In, 
the minifter, and of his own fuperi4)r talents, it would be the duty of 
Parliament lo fee the nation was ferved by the fitted pcrfon in the king^ 
^om • and a change would take place as naturally, and as peaceably, ai 
when a gentleman parts with one fervant and takes another. Thus To far 
from annual ele^lions preventing among ft foreign courts a confidence la. 
our government, as fomc maintain* tjjey would raife its reputation tor 
"wifdom, vigour, and permanency throughout the World : and by prclcrv- 
ing « perpetual harmony between the croxtm and the pe^plty and keeping a'- 
-ways at the helm the perf«n. beft able to guide ir, the King of England 
•would once more become the moft powerful JUid glorioua monarch oft 
earth. 

•' 23. Petition then, with one voice, my friends and couBtrymeD, far 
that (hare in making your own lawftto which, by th« conftitution andtha 
laws of nature, you art entitled, Purfuc the only couifc which cm 
ever affca any confiderable reduaionot debts and of taxes, materitily a<i- 

^anccthe intswfts of manufaaurcs and commerce! In fliortbe £ng* 

liftmen ! be free, profperous, and happy' And give your poftcrity, 
the fame caufe to revere >aMr memories, as you have to blefs thoft pr^ge** 
itors who left you an inheritance in a free conftitution I** 

Several witn«ffes were called by the Counfel for ihe Crowft 
who proved the mere faft of publication. Amongft the reft 
of thefe neighbourly and friendly charaHers was Mi • B l a N i> 
Surgeon, and Apothecary, Man-^mdwife, and Jidermath 
This Gentleman ingenuoufly ftated, that as he was riding 
paft my printiHg office, fometime laft January (1793J he faw 
aperfon fticking up a large bill on the oppofite wall. On 
Mr. B's flopping to read it, forae pcrfon from my office 
politely handed one over to him that he might perufe it 
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« his leifurc. TFAo this perfon was, Mr. B. couffi not 
ray, but he rccollefted feeing at the fame time, another 
perfon in the office, who wore a paper cap on his head, 
round which were the words '• LIBERTY AND EQU." 
Either from the weaknefs of Mr. B*s optic nerves, or the 
treachery of his memory, he unfortunately could not fay 
what other letters iSniflied the alarming fentence ! Moft 
probably it was fome treafon in embryo ! Who Jcnows, 
had the whole of this important infcription bfeeri dKco- 
vered, but it might have proved the key to that dark plot, 
which induced Mr. Pitt, to call out the militia, and the 
Duke of RiCHMONB to fortify the Tower! What a 
pity it is that Mr, B. did not make a more complete dif- 
covery ; as he might perhaps have faved the Metropolis 
of Great Britain, by the very fame means as once faved 

the Capitol of Rome-—" the cackling of a Goose ! ! " 

After Mr. B't ^^o^i^^MX evidence was clofed, my leading 
counfel, Mr, Dayrell, then addreffed the Jury, in a 
yery able, pointed, and energetic fpeech, of confiderable 
length ; in which he expofed with lingular felicity, the 
various abufes that had crept into the government ; and 
very fuccefsfully, and with great ability infifted on the right 
of every citizen to deliver his opinions on the form of 
government under wJiich he lives, and dwelt with pecu. 
liar force and energy on the Angular cruelty of profecu- 
ting amanforREPRlNTlNG, in the way of his bufi- 
nefs, a paper, fanSioned by the firft charaftcrs of the age, 
and fubfcribed by the two firft men in the prefent ad- 
miniftration viz. Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Rfchmond. 
He ilated, that the paper in queftion, had been printed 
in all the Newfpapers of the year 1782, and notorioufly 
circulated throughout the kingdom for the fpace of ten 
tEARjS ;and that he then held in his hand the original 


3ft A LiiTfER t6 tS* 

copy* frotn which the prefent paper was printed,* an(i tfiat 
he fliould call evidence to prove that it had been fo print'* 
cd, circulated, &c. &c. He then proceeded to caill Ma* 
JOR Cartwkicht, who was one of the committee at 
t-h*^ Thatched Houfc Tavern, in the year I782, by whom 
this paper was firft given to the public, but the counfel 
for the Cfowii objefted to the Major's being called. 
Mr. DayreIl Aienuoiifly contended that he had a right 
10 produce afty evidence that ^ould at all ferve the 
cauFe of his cliefit. Td this it wa^ anfwered, that if the 
Judge committed a rhlflake iii receiving the evidence, it 
c5ouId never be reftified or redrcfffed ; but if be did not 
receive th^ evidence, and it was afterwards difcovered 
ihskt he Was wrong in fo doing, a motion might be made 
f'orancw trial. The Counfel for the Crown further ob« 
. fervcd, thaJt it did not in the leaft fignify if the paper in 
queflion had beeti firft printed in the year ±7^6 inftead of 
1782, and had never before been noticed by government ; 
yer, if it was reprinted fo many years after, and thcf 
inuendoes would then apply to thoft times^ + they cer- 
tainly had a right to profecute whenever ahd ZL*hofoevef 
fhey pleafed ! ! ! ^Thefe ofajeftiotis on the part o* 

• 

the Crown Were admitted, and of courfe no evidence ifl^ 
my favor was examiried ! After the fumnting up by the 
Judge, the Jury withdrew, takihg tlie paper with them, 

• The mantifcript copy of thxi paprr is now in the bands of Mr, F«osf 
whot I believe, is preparing it for the prefs, and which with fome cari* 
•us particulu-s concerning it, will be fpeedily laid before the public* 

+ How inuendoes, printed in the year 1746, or 1589, could intentional^ 
(f apply to ciicunaftances fort y.fev en, or ten years after, except bythcfpi* 

lit of prophecy, I am at a lof» to conceive ! If ibis do£b-ine is ro pre* 

vail we may foon expc6l to fee the Bible adjudged <' a (Alfe, fcandaloui, 
wicked and feditious Libef ** and Samuel proved to &e a Repuhlicn\ 
Da V 1 d a Jacobin, andCHEiST a LeveUtr ! ! ! 
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fthd riitlirhcii in Ihrefe quarters of an houf, with a Verdift 
6f— GUILTY ! ! !* 

On ihefe Verdifis, at prefent, 1 fliall niake no remarks, 
but haften tb inform yoti, that in confequeilce of them, 
I aprt>eared in the Court of King's Bettch, on Thurfday, 
Koveibbier the 26thi to rfeceive judgment, when the foU 
lowing proceedings i<iok ptace. 

After the Attorn ey Gen er al hail moved for Judg-i 
ment in the ufoal form, 

Mr. Justice Grose riead ovet the Report of the 
learned Judge on the trial of the firft Information. 

Mr. ErskiKe. My l»rds, I am of Counfel for this 
Defendant, who has bv^en foun<l guilty On two tnforinations, 
and is now in Court ready to I'eteive your Lordihips* 
Judgttient»— But I do not know that it may not be better 
to hear the learned Judge's Report on the fecond Inform-^ 
4aion, that I may take them both together* 

Attorn eV Gen eral. It is indiflfferetit to tile whe- 
ther the infotmations are taken together or not ; but I 
hope your Lordfhips will pafs a leparate Judgment on 
.each Information* 

Lord KeNyoM, That is matter of cburfe. We muft 
pronounce diftin£t Judgments on each offence. Separate 
punifliments certainly. 

Mr. Erskine. I know that; but, my Lords, 1 cotl- 
ceit^e that it is competent to me to fuggeft fuch reafons 

* I lament that I was dirappointe<3 of the afllftance of a Shorf-hand 
Writer at theffc trials : but sis the two cares Wrre afterwatds fo ably an! 
«opiou(ly re-argued in the Court ot King'* Bench, the omiflion is not fey 
very matorial^ aa the Reader will find thofe piucecdingt reported atfiil| 
length) Y'hcA be comes to tbtt part of the PaiDphlet« 
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as occur, to flicw that my Client has been illegally cort« 
vifted, and that if your Lordfliips Ihould be of that opi- 
nion, he ought to have a- new trial* 

Attorney General, My Lords, this is the firft 
inoment that I have heard it was the intention of my learn- 
ed friend to move for a new trial. At the fame time I 
would not wi(h to be underfiood that I meant to blame 
him, or to fay that he has no right to it. — I confefs I do 
not know, and I do not pretend to know, fo much of the 
praftice of this court as to fay, whTether or not an applica- 
tion for a new trial is now in time or not» Although I 
appear on behalf of the Crown, I do not wifli to deprive 
a defendant of any of bis rights. I do not wifli by any 
means to (hut out his application. 

Lord Ken yon. Mr. £r(kine ; can you produce any 
Jirecedent where a new trial was granted after the firft four 
days of the Term after trial, except in a few excepted 
cafes, Where the court itfeir interfered. I remember per- 
feflly the cafe of the King and Cough is of that nature; 
as alfo the cafe of the King and ^Morns. And there is 
one inftance or two more of the fame kind, that may be 
mentioned. In the firft of thefe cafes a queftion arofe, 
" Whether the Town- Hall of Glouceftex was within the 
county of the city, or within the county at large ?" and 
the Court itfelf, on hearing the Report of the learned 
Judge read, were of opinion that it ought to go to a nevr 
trial ; but that was the a£l of the court itfelf, without any 
application from the Bar. 

Mr. Justice Ashurst. I have always underfiood 
the rule of this Court to be, that a Defendant may move 
in an eft of JuJgment at any time before Judgment is 
pronounced ; but that a motion for a new trial muft be 
made within the firft four days of the term after the Dc- 
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fcndant is found guilty. 

Mr, Erskine. In the cafe of the King and Aylett, 
and in another cafe, to my certain knowledge* new trials 
were granted long after the four days in the (ubfequent 
, Term had expired. A new trial was granted when the 
Defendants were in the Court ready to receive is Judg- 
ment ; — Nay, my Lords, I appeal to the wi ole Bar, " whe- 
ther it is not their general opinion that a new trial may 
be granted at any time before the Judgment of the court 

is pronounced ?'^ . 

• 

Lord Ken yon. I very much doubt whether that is 
the general opinion of the Bar. I am informed by one 
of the officers, of the court, that in the cafe of the King 
and Aylett, the court had expref&fy given leave to move 
for anew tiial, on a future day. I have no wiQi upon the 
fubjeft either one way or the other, I wi(h only to go 
according to the praflice of the court. 

Mr. Erskinx« My Lords, as on the one hand I do 
not wilh to deceive the court, fo on the other 1 ftiould be 
extremely unwillingto give up any advantage or privilege 
. which belongs to any man who puts his truft in me. 

Lord Ken yon. Let this motion be poftpbned t^ 
the fecond day of the next Term^ 

Mr. Erskine. If it could be done without any in- 
convenience, I fliould be glad that this cafe was fettled 
at an earlier period. 

Lord Kenyon.' We are now got to that period of 
the Term, when I do not know how we can do it at an 
earlier period, confiftently with the other bufinefs that 
fhould be done. Why did not the Defendant move for a 
new trial within the firft four days of the Term ? 

F 9 
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Mr. Ersktne. My Lord, I was only applied to yeC* 

tcrday, and in the judgment of the Gentlemen who are 

concerned with me, as well as in mine, we ought to take 

the previous opinion of the court, ** whether this Gcntlfe* 
man has been legally convified ?^^ 

Lord Kenyok. Is the motion for a new trial meant 
to be made on what is difclofed in the report of the learn* 
ed Judge, or on affidavits ? 

• Mr, £r$i;in£. My Lord, it is meant to be moved 
on both. 

Lord Ken YON. Li^t it (land over umtl ' Satui^ay^ 
when we may hear that multitude of cafes« ^ 

Attorney General. My Lords, if the Defendant 
thinks that any ferious mifchief will refult to him from 
the verdifls that have been given under the idea that he 
had been illegally con vi3ed ; I do not wifli that the Court 
Ihould be troubled with hearing this argument i but (hall 
think it a fubll^ntial gjround iot faying, that I ccmcelve it 
to be my duty to permit the Defendant to bring it 9gaiai 
before the Court* 

Lord Kbn yon. We, the Court, are bound, ex debits 
jtifiitia^ to hear this appKcation to the Court, in as much 
as the pra£lice of this Court is part of the Law of ih^ 
land* 

Mr Bearcrott. The practice of this court, as I 

underfiand it, is this. If the party moves for a new tria^l, 

Jie muft move within the firft four days of the next term ; 

but if what pafied at the trial comes before the court in 

courfe, and the Court fees the verdift is not right, 

ourt {hall fee that juftice take place. 

Justice Bvller. In the cafe of the Kin 6 and 
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GouGH, on reading the Judge's Report, the Court was 
of opinion that the Defendant ought not to have been 
convifled. 

Lord Ken yon. I would not have a cloud hang 
over it, and therefore let it ftand over to Saturday, to fee 
what can be faid upon it, 

Mr. EusKiME, In point of reafon, my Lords, and of 
common fenfe, there is no difference, whether the Defen- 
dant himfelf, or his Counfel for hini, point Out an error 
to -the eye of the Court, or whether the court is led to 
difcover i by any other means. 

LordKenyon, Well. — Let the Defendant be re- 
jnanded, 

I was then accordingi/ remanded to the King's Bench 
prifon. The following Saturday morning I again appear- 
ed in court, when as before, the Attorney General mo- 
ved for the judgment of the court. 

Lord Kenyan. Mr. Erskine ;this is the ftage of 
this bufinefs when it is proper for you to (hew that it is 
allowable according to the praftice of the Court, for a 
Defendant, after four d«iys have elapfed in the Term, to 
move for a new trial. 

Mr. Erskine. My Lords, the Defendant now in 
Court being called upon on a former day to receive your 
Lordfliips Judgment, and the report of the learned Judge 
upon which alone he can receive that judgment, being 
read, I humbly fuggeftcd to your Lordfhjp's that there 
was matter apparent on the face of it, which entitled me 
to aflc your Lordfliips not to pafs the judgment of the 
Court, but to grant a new trial. In that ftage the bufi- 
nefs fiood then; in that ftage the bufinefs ftands now ; and 
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vbat T am to flate to the Court is neither more nor left 
than ihls : and to ftate it with that fubmiflion which every 
Avivocate ou^ht to ftiew to the Courts and what lam fure 
1 am alwa^ s ciilp' ftd tt ftew ; to fuggefl at no great length 5 
ih^t bv the rrecederts of the Court ^-*-bv the rules and 
practice ot it ; — and by the rules and principle* of En- 
glifh juiifpru'knce, you ou^ht to fetjd this canfe taano- 
tlei tiial ; but I am not in fuch a fituation as to be necef- 
fdrily called upon to afk a new t ial of y )ur Lx^rdfliips^ 
I ina\ afk the Court, *• Whether, upon bearing the Re-^ 
port nad, it Is not open to ine,. without uffending the 
Co rl ; or without breaking tLiough any of thofe rules by 
which your L*)rd(hips onceive yourflves houn I, to afi; 
your LouHhr;^s i(» flay this judgment ?** and 1 fhall ccfn 
tainly not be reiuoved from that po(ition« 

Your Lordfli'ps had the indulgence to give me an op* 
portui>ity ot co» (Idering this matter, and I have no diflS- 
culty in ^aving, I had enteita n(d an i.lea that there was 
a great diff rcnce between criminal and civil cafes. lam 
coTifirnud in that idea ; and I am perfuaded that nothing 
J ibaii licar to day will (hake my judgment in that matter. 

In civil ca/es, your Lordfhips fland, (thanks to the C6n-. 
flituMoii of our lathers) in a fituation very difTcrent from 
that which you fill in criminal cafes, between the Crown 
and the Subje6). Your Lordfhips, in adminiflering civil 
Jufl ce, have no rule but that of ftrift law to guide you^ 
aiid the Civil litigant muft have his judgment when he 
can call for it. Your Lordfhips ftand, as criminal Judges, 
in 9 fituation much more pleafant to } ourfelves, and much 
more to the aggrandizement of magiflracy. Althpughthe 
Attorney Gkneral alone can guide the courfe of 
criminal juftice, as fervant for the Crown, . yet your Loid^ 
ihips guide the , adminiflration of criminal Juftice para- 
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meant to him, and no profecution can anvancc a flep fur- 
ther than the Court thinks it ouirht lo advance. — In a re* 
cent cafe, which I cite to your Lordfhip's honor, tried be- 
fore you at GuiW hall, for perjury. On the trial of that 
«aufe contrarliftory evidence appeared, and you*- Lord- 
Ihip interpofed on the part of the * Defendant. Had that 
been acivil fuit^ I have no difficuhy ii fayirijr, that tie 
evidence which made that impreffion on your lorKhios 
tnind, would hiVe made no fuchimpreflion. Had it bj;en 
a civil cafe, I fhould have taken the judgment of the court 
on what fell from \ our Lordfhi.). Bu* in a Criminal cafe, 
and whf»re I was flandincr for the Crown, and there was 
no civil litigant to cla-m his rights ; your Lordfhips in 
that cafe rcprefented the mijeftv of the public, and the li- 
berty of the Defendant, and held the fcales between them. 
No man who knows his charafter, will advance one flep 
bejond what is proper. — I fiad the whole courfc of crimi- 
nal juftice falling in with that idea, and I truft I fhall not 
live to fee the time wh-^n it is otherwife. In civil cafes 
the party may help hlmfelf ; the verdift is a warrant for 
judgment. He may give a rule on the poflea^ and when 
that rule isexpirfcd he ma/ fign the judgment oTthe court, 
unlefs the oppofite party has moved o* anew trial. The 
Court has faid, that rule (hill be within the firft four 
days of the next term, andtheie'ore your Lor.lfh ps fee 
the party can fign judgment of himfelf, 'Unlefs the judg- 
ment which he can fign is flayed by the interpoGtion of 
the court on motion. I contend that i ma. move in ar- 
reft of judgment after the lour daySy and any time before 
the judtrment is pronounced. When your Loidfliips arc 
addrefTed in civil cafes, in the midd eofa term fora new 
trial, is there any irillance of the CoMrt's lefufing, on the 
ground that it would be breaking through the rules and 
pra£lice oi the Court i^ No counfei can fiaic that ever 
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f ucli si ftiotiott was fcfufed him, therefore' the rigtf 6t the 
party to his civil rcfftedy liiuft bc governed according ta 
the ftriS pra£lice of the Court ; wh'ereai, in ctimitial Ca^ 
.fes, your Lordfliips have Interfered vefy differently ;— 'yet 
even in civil cafe?, ivhee there has been atiy mifapprc- 
hcnfion, any miftake, judgement has beeti arrefted, and 
your Lord (hips have received a motiod for a new trial, 
when, by the rules ot the Court, judgment ought ta have 
been given. The firft cafe that I (hall tnentiort, is that of 
Burt and Bar LOW, reponed in Douglas, 162 : that 
was an aftion tried before Mr. Justice Blackstone, 
at the affizM for Kent. Mr. Rou amoved for a new trial* 
Wednefday the sift of jtpril, was the firft day of the 
Term, and by the praftice of the court it muft be moved 
within four days inclufive, fo that Saturday was the 
laftday for moving ; — -however, the learned counfel mo- 
ved on the fourth day exclufive of the firft ;and the rule 
was granted. I mention this cafe to your Lordfliips, ta 
fhew, that it is not refufed after the expiration of the firft 
four davs ; if, under the cirt:umftances of the particular 
cafe there is any reafon and propriety for the Court to 
interpofe. I once more beg leave to remind the Court, 
that I am making no motion for a new trial, bar am direfi- 
ing the judgment and attention of the Court to the Report 
oi the learned Judge. I am therefore now doing what the 
Defendant, ftanding (ilent before your Lordfliips, could 
not do forbimfelf. I might look round to all the Gentle- 
men at the Bar, and afli, whether any thing is more notori- 
ous, than that there are a hundred inftancct where the court 
have not refufed io grant a new trial after tne expiration 
of the four days. 

Lord Kenyok* Mr. ErsKIKE, what is the mean- 
ing of this prafiice, that when a perfon has been found 
guihy, four days muft clapfc before there caa be a judg- 
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lient, quod capiatur f 

Mr. Erskine., No one inftance can be flated, where 
ihe Coun has faid to a maa Sanding lor judgment, '* You 
^' come too late to alk for a aew triai ; you ought to have 
•• come within the firft four days of the term.'* I con» 
tend that the cafe of the King and QouOH is precifely 
in point ; k is reported by Mr- Douglas, ia a man« 
ner- very different irom that ivk which it was rep orted 
by the court ; and na man will perfuade me that, that learn« 
ed gentleman did not kGkOW what the court was about 
when he reported thajt cafe«. This is a remarkable cafe 
in every part of it,^ and will apply very particul arly to the 
prefent cafe.. The cafe of the King and Gough, was an 
Indiftment which came on to be tried at the Spring affizes 
for Cloucejlcr^ ^277' '^^^ objeftion was,, want ofjurifdic- 
tion in the county jury to try an oflFence charged to ha\ne 
been committed within the county of the city :. tbfi evi- 
dence wa$ not before the«court ;. the Defendant flco4 
guilty on th^ evidence ;--»-it was not pretended to befaid 
that he had fuffered inJMfliSe,. becaufe he wai ordered to 
pay a penalty where the mind was inaoccnt ; : but it was 
a technical objeSion to the jurifdi^oaof the court that 
tried it. The integrity of the jury \tas not called in qucf- 
tion ; the trial was not difputed, nor was it dojubted that 
he had juftice duly adminiftered to him, and he came un- 
der that objeSion on the 23d of May 1781 aftet the lapfe 
oi fourteen. T^tms : I come before your Lordfbips with- 
out the intervention of one. In that cafe the Defendant 
was brought up for judgment, when Mr. Justice Bu^*i 
LER read aver the ceport of the evidence given at the 
trial of thatcaCt, as Mr. JuitIcCE Grose baft done in the 
prefeuJt •«fc ; after which the Court chferv ed that the 
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poavt£lton appeared extraordinary, and that a new t'-ial 
mrasproper* Mr. Dunning faid he flipuld lave made a 
inotion for tliat purpofe, if he. had thought it competent 
after folong a time aher the CQ^vi6iion ;. yet the court in 
th ir difcretion granted a rufe for a new trial. What 
does Lord Mansfield do in thi$ cafe — he did, what he 
always did, and what he wiH be remembered for here- 
ftter;<— he deciared that enough did not appear upon the 
face of the report to convift the Defendant, He thought 
that the Defendant oug;ht npt to be conviScd^ and there* 
ipre granted a new trial. 

Lo.RD KENYO^{. The cafe of the King and Morris^^ 
J rememier perie^ly : I may fay, as well as it it happen* 
f d ye^erds^y ^ and there are feveral other cafes of the 

Mr. £rskin]&. My Lord, I cannot mention the cafes 
all at once. I (hall not ma^e for a new trial. I maj 
move to fiay the judgment, and the finale queAion for 
your Lordfliips'- confideratipn; is, whether previous to. th^ 
Defendant receiving the Judgment of the Court, a^ter 
having read over the report, your LordQiips of yourfelvea 
muft find out the errors of that report, if any t:j:iA; or, 
whether I {hall have an opportunity of fuggefti g to your 
Lordfliips in what part of the report the error lies ? I coi^« 
fefs, if there be any diftinflion between thefe two. modes 
of detecting error, it is a ihame it fhould exift, ^nd I knovir 
it cannot exifi, confiftently with thofe principles wihich 
mdorn our government ; and your Lordfbips would lament 
when you confider the feeble nature of man, and yo\ir 
LordOiips have very frequently admitter', very much tp 
your honor, the fame fentiment; and I think you would 
not be much pleafed to confider the cpnfequences which 
inight be of the moft fatal kind to an ipdividuali if he was 
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^t>tigecl to ftand dumb before you; and if your own minis 
did not furnifh you with fufficient ligdt to poiilt but tHe 
error, he himfelf muft hot poiiit it out, at the fame time; 
JEiat j ujlitia ruai calum. IF I muft fie filcnt, I (hall be fi- 
lent becaufe the law commands me. 

• % • ■ • f ■ « 

The next cafe I find analogous to the prefent; is the 
Isafe of the King and Atkinfon. There is no printed re- 
port of that cafe» but I have a manufcript note of it : my 
learned friend Mr. B£ARCRoft was in it Lord Mans^ 
YIELD, having heard that a new trial wa^ intended to be 
moved for, and that the Defendant was hot forth-coming^ 
that a motion would be made, and my Lord Mansfield 
obferving it cudld not be made without the perfonai attend- 
ance of the Defendant ; I met Mr. Bearcrott After- 
wards on the reading oi tiie report^ when the Defendant 
came up for judgment ; but at the interval of two TemU; 
I afked leave to move lor a new trial upon the authority 
of the c^fe of the &ing aiid Coughs but Lord MaKs- 
7 1 ELD took a diftinElion between an application for a new 
trial and this cafe, tlis Lord(hip laid there coruld be ncf 
applics^tion fojr a new trial before the court; but that th«r 
Court itfelf was to examihe whether the party Was to bo 
tried de novo. The court were to look upon the face dt 
ihe repdrt, aiid to confidcfr whether any error occurred to 
them fufhcient to induce them to grant a new trial. 

With regard to the cafe of the King and Ayleit, I hail 
leave to movid it alter the expiration of the four days. 
My Lords, the matter which I have humbly to ftate to th« 
Court, is this : 1 think according to the rules of the court 
as far ds 1 can coHeCl them from thefe cafes, that the 
party, firi£lly fpeaking, ought to make this motion with- 
in the firfl fou r days fubfequent to the conviftion, an4 
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that your Lordlhips, without departing from aiiy 5nt 
principle of law or of Juftice, might refufc to hear a De* 
fendant applying at a later period^ and fo your Lordfliip* 
may do to day. I confefs I think it is fit that there fliould 
be a rule, and when it exifts, that it (hould be carried into 
cffca, and that falfe humanity fhould never induce judges 
to break through thofe rules which when once eftabliftieJ 
IhouRrbe obfcrved.-*What tfeen ought I to do in this 
catej but to furrender tip my client to the difcretion and 
mercy of the Court, who I am fure will make the proper 
difti nftion where a Defendant is called upon to anfwer for 
ah offence of a trivial, arkd an offence of a dangerous nature j 
where fuch a Defendant is confcious that he Is guilty, and 
infiead of laying open his real £• nation, gives inftruftions 
to his Counfel to aggravate the evil which the indiSment 
feeks to abate ; fuch a. Defendant becomes no objeft' of 
mercy ; but where he comes fubmiffively to urge any rule 
of taw, he ftands in^no fuch (ituation ; — and wheh my ob* 
jeftions come to be overruled, 1 fliall have this confolaticn^ 
that I have offered nothing to your Lbrdfhips to induce 
any one to think the worfc of my client, or of the govern- 
ment under which we liVe. 

Lp R D Ke N Y o N . I am not aware that there k any very 
great diflFerence of opinion, and I am very glad to find that 
thofe rules by which the court have fupgofed themfelvcs 
to be goveriied, are in faft the rules of the court. The 
cafe of the Kino and Go ugh is within myoWn memo- 
ry. 1 was counfel in the. caufe. I. have alfo a manu- 
fcriptnoie of the King and Morris, which cafe is alfo 
in print, and is to be found in the and volume of. Sir 
James Burrows's Reports. In that, cafe the: Defen- 
dant was tried fofperjury, was convi£led, and was brought 
up for judgment, and no counfel objeded to the convifti- 
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t>¥L ; Wt Lord Mansfield* to fatisfy his own mmd, 
put this queftion : " Whether there was fufficlent evi- 
dence to convift the Defendant ?"' And his Lordfliip wag 
pleafed to fay, ii any miilake bad been committed at thc$ 
trial, and if the Defendant had been illegally convi£led, it 
was never tOo late to annul an error; Thi.» being the caft 
i^r, ErskinEj you will now fuggeft to the coi:j|-t why 
Ve ought not to pafs (entence. \- 



. Mr. Erskline. Your Lordfiiips tnow that the Defen* 

^ant has b^en convi£led upon two informations. I'hc 

firft charging him with publifhing that part of Mr* 

Paine*s Works^ which is entitled " An Addrefs to theAd^ 

dreffers ;" and the other entitled " An Addrefs to tht Tradef^ 

fnen^ Mechanics^ Labourers^ and other Inhabitants of tht 

Town of Newark^ on thefubjeS of a ParliameMary Reform.^ 

Now, my Lords, my objeftions to the two Reports of the 

learned Judge who tried thj two Informanions are of a 

a very diflfcrent nature ; and I cannot but here lament that 

Sir John Wilson, being now no more, we cannot 

have recourfe to him to receive any light Or information 

withrefpefttothe report. My Lords, the matter I am 

about to offer to your Lordfliips, on the fubjeft of the firft 

©i thefp informations, even if I ought to fuftain the objec* 

tibn, does not goto the guilt or innocence of the Defen^ 

dant ; it Ihews no more than this ; that if the objeflion had 

been made at the trial, and if when made, the learned 

Judge hadacceptedof it, he never would'have been con vii&ed, 

I mean to fay nothing upon the Libel itfelf, but fhall leave 

the Defendant to your Lordfbip's mercy. In viewing thi» 

fubjeS, 1 think we mufl not look at men's natural rights, 

oi' moral rights, but wemuft look at the rights they enjoy 

under the laws. I am perfuaded that if the obje£lio» 

which I (hall make, (hall appear to your Lordfhips to be 

Well founded, indeed I entertain no doubt, but that your 
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LordQiips Will coniiJer it fome how or other, altnougK U 
was not made at the trial. 

Lord Keny(/n. Mr; Erskine,! will go furthcriii 
favor of the De'/endant. Though the objeftion ^as not 
made at the trials yet, if it fltall appesir to us to Halve force; 
we fhall give full fcopeto it. 

Mr. Erskine. 1 lament the (ituatlon iri which 1 
ftaad, not from any fufpicion of a want of integrity in any 
quarter, but becaufe 1 cannot appeal to the learned Judge 
who is now no more. It is not an uncommon thing when 
there is any, difeercnce of recollefiion at tht Bar, and when' 
the Judge's, report is fliort, to appeal t6' the learned Judge 
himfelf. I'here can no mifchief arife from this when the 
integrity and in(Jependence of the Bench lis recollefted. 

Lord Ken*on. Ifl miftake not, ♦when the country* 
had the misfortime to lofe Sir Dudley Ryder ; — ^^if I mif- 
take not, ccrtairt caufes were brought before the Court 

by a£5davrt. 

Mr. ErskiijJe. This publication, entitled *' An Ad- 
irtfs to the Addrejfers,'' was written by a perfon who haf 
been already convifted, and it was written fubfeq[ucnly 
to th€ time of his majefly's Proclamation, and the general 
tendency of that publication was charged in the indift- 
ment to bring his majefty's proclamation into contempt; 
and as divers Addredes had been prcfented to his' majefty,' 
cxpreffing their loyalty and attachment to bis majefly's 
Governmenf,it was charged, alfo, that this publication 
infinuatedthat ihefe Addrefles did not contain the true and 
genuine fentimcnts of ihe loyalty of his majefty's fubjeas^r 
but that they had been fabricated to fervc the piirpofes of 
corrupt and interefled men. Thefe are averments in tbo 
information, and muft be proved by the ordinary rules of 
evidence. 
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They s^rc matters of faft.and mu(l be proved as all other 
fnatters of ta£l aie. Now upon the report it appears that 
they were proved by evidence which I pbjeft to, and which 
was objefted fo at the tri^l, but v^^hich objeftions were re- 
:fifled and overrruled by the learned Judge, The ayermen^ 
th^i **^feycral*' AddreQeshad tccn prefented by various bo- 
dies of his majefty's fubjefts, was proved by no oiher evi* 
dence ihan the London Gazette. If this print ^ffefcted the 
Defendant only, it would be nothing, I might fafely leave 
liiy Client to > o\ir Lordftiips difcretion and humanity, but 
I fpeak of a matter pf great importance ; it is a qucflion oE 
evidence ; and evidenc*; is one of the mofl important 
branches of tf^ law. The intorinatioi\ flates that " divers'*^ 
Addreffes had beer* prerenie4 to thc; King, Now th^t 
?' divers** A^/^reffes had beca pref^nted tp the King 
wuft be proved by the fame evidence that any or\e Addrefs was 
prefcnted. I will advance a flep furthci ; 1 vvill fuppofe 
that a feditious Addrefs had been prefented^ Cgncd by a 
^umber of perfons, and that this Addref5, on the* prefen- 
tation of it, had become the fubjeck of a criminal profe- 
cution, and the Information had averred that A, 3, and 
G, had prefented that Addrefs to the King, would the Ga- 
jjBette have proved that individual cafe ? It may bye faid^^ 
that an aft of government may be proved by the Gazette. 
If I wifh to alk a favor of the King, would the Ga* 
zette be evidence that I had received it ? The queflion 
is not, whether the Gazette be good evidence ; — but th« 
queftion is, whether :t proves the exiftcnce of the fafta 
which it ftates ? 

LordKenyon, The report of the learned Judge is 
fxtremely fliort. 

Mr. Erskine. The information ftates, that ** divers'^ 
gddreQes had b^en prefen'ed to hi» Majcfiy. This is a 
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molt material relevant av(srraent, and the whoTe body ^f 
the information falls to pieces without it. Your Lordihips 
therefore will perceive that the nature of my objeSion ir 
this. I fay, tbefe Addreffes arc ftated on the record as fafts 
and that ^ onfequeutly they n^ufi be prayed, like any other 
fa£ls, by fuch evidence as the l^w of England calls for. 
Suppoffi 9 commiflion of Bankruptcy was loll, would the 
London Gazette be evidence that ft^ch a comminion ever 
cxifted ? I contend that it would not. The general rule 
in all queftions of evidence is, that in all cafes, you mult 
produce the beil evidence and the highqft authority whicK 
the nature of the particular thing in question will admits 
I contend, that the Gazette is no evidence whatever that 
fuch Addrefle$ had been prefented to the King. It pro- 
bably will be faid, that the Gazette is the only evidence 
of flaje matters^ and of things which afTefl the ftate,.biift 
an Addrefs furely cannot come under that head. It is. 
furely no matter of ftate, and only refers to the ^Rs of in- 
dividuals. This therefore being the cafe, I contend, that 
this evidence ought not to be admitted. Your Loi'dQiips 
therefore clearly fee, that if this objeftion had been fuf* 
tained at the trial, the Defendant would not have been con" 
vifted. 1 do not pretend to fay what weight is due to thi« 
objeftiou, but if it has ms^de any impreilion uponyot^ 
Lordfhips minds, I have no doubt but that the Defendant 
will have the full effeft of it. 

The objeftion which I hayc to the other inforraatioj!, 
is pf a very different fort ; and goes, as I apprehend, to 
the complete innocence of the Defendant. The matter 
ivhich I have to offer to your Lordihips on ^is point, will 
involve in it the coaftruftion of a law lately made, and 
if I do not fucceed in my obje£lion in this cafe, I fliall 
conGder this a6k of parliament as a dead letter. Which cabi- 
net be taken off the ftatute book two foon, as it will ovff 
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ksnfe the cfffea of difordcring the Whole f) ftem 6^ En^lifh 
jiirifprudence. The fubjeft. of the fecohd mformatioii 
Upon which the Defendant has been cdnvi^ie-l, is enti- 
tled, " An Addrtfs to the Tfadejmtn\ Mtchanici^ Labourers^ 
und other inhaiitdnfs of the Town of Nexpark^ on thefubjeS 
of a Parliamentary l^efdrmy — The love of t^ur par icular 
icountry is the firfl: of all virtues, and a defire to promote 
its interefts %x\A ptofp'erity^ the firft of all duties. But 
how that duty may be beft performed is another queftion^ 
^nd on which great authorities may lift up their head^ 
on different fidei, — Thofe who originaHy wrOt6 this pub* 
lication are perfons who at p efent fUrround the King ; 
\vho bafk in the funlhine of royal favdr ; and adtnin fter^ 
;a6 they think at leaft, the affairs of this country glorioufly* 
Now I humbly conceive, for a man to print a paper in 
the year ^793^ which %vas originally publifhed in 1783> 
and which) ad no criniinal proceeding has been had upon 
it, he muft confider as innocent : the reprinting of thai 
cannot be a Libel. The Defendant may fay, ** Shall, I be 
*.* exhibited in the pillory by the fervant of thofe perfons 
*• who have fet me the example ; who w re the authors 
•* and original compofers of it ?" The Dcrfendartt offered 
to prove this at the irikl, but W9S not permitted to do fo# 
He offered to prove, not only that the fentimcnts were 
fimilari but alfo that it was the fame in tdtidem verbis. He 
oflfered to prove that it was not originally compofed or print* 
ed by him^ but that it was compofed and printed in the 
year 1783, by a body of perfons of exalted rank, and 
fome of whom hold the higheft fituations in his Majeftv's 
government* This however was refufedi I contend, that 
a feditious intention^ which was laid in this information^ 
was matter of laCi, and hot matter of law ; and thiat nere- 
fore it ought to have been left to the jiit) '. My Lords, if 
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I am not entitled by the late aft of Parliament to conliicf 
the fubjefl: in this light, the Libel Bill, in which I hacl 
feme fhare, muft be confidered as a dead letter, and had 
much better be expunged from the ftatute book ; for if it 
is to have no operation, I fliall be as defirous of mending 
what i had a fliare in doing, as in the firft attempt. Wifl 
any perfbn tell me, that a than may tiot publifh a fair, 
candid, legal difquifition upon this fubjeS ? Will any 
man tell me, that I cannot ftate, bona jide, to my fellow 
•citizens, my fentiments on the fubjett of a Parliamentary 
Reform ? I know 1 may do it with perfeft fafety, be- 
caufe I have done it, and will the Attorney Oen fi- 
ll a l profecute me for it? At the fame time it is not to be 
Vondered at, if the fentiments ot great and good men on 
this fubjcft are found to vary; and although no man^ 
more than myfelf, loves and venerates the Co'nftitutioa 
under which we live, yet 1 am onie of thofe who think 
that great improvements inay be made in it. JVhethcr I 
am innocent or guiJlty by the mode in which 1 have *done 
it, is not for me to determine ; but I am very ready to ad- 
mit, that if under the pretence of a Parliamentary Refoim, 
1 have been feeking to pull down the fabric of the con- 
ftitution, by rendering the people difcontented with their 
condiiion, theix I am a Libeller, and whoever feeks to fow 
and propagate fedition, ought to be the juft obje£l of th6 
execration of mankind. With refpeft to this paper, I 
have only to obferve, that it was publiflied ten years ago i 
and that it has been circulated far and wide, throughout 
the kingdom, and has never beeu produ£live of any fo** 
^ition. 

Lord ThurLow, with feveral other noble Lords, 
were of opinion, that Libel or no Libel, was matter of 
law ; I am of a ^different opinion ; and, although a man 
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ynzy be inferior to another in learning, yet like an honeft 
man he may maintain his own opinion ; but I think it may 
juftly be made a quefiion^ if I do not fucceed in my object 
tion, whether any improvement has been made by the late 
law ? or — whether it has not difordered the whole fyilen^ 
of our jurifprudence ? 

If never occurred to me that a jury were to be judge^ 
in abllra£l points of law ; the judges (houid maintain 
their authority over the law, and the jury over the faft. 
The Jury are the Judges whether Libel or no Libel upon 
.the feditious intention as matter of,, or coupled with, the 
faft. The Jury ought not to condemn a man but on fuf- 
ficient evidence, and if they had admitted the evidence, 
which I contend ought to have been admitted, there would 
have been no evidence to have convified the Defendant* 
kut on the othei: hand, there would have been the moft 
decifive evidence that thb eijblication of this 
WAS not with a. seditious intention. The 
Foreman of the Jury a(ked the Judge^ " Whether they 
in the difcharge oi their public duty,, could not decypher 
the intentions oi the Defendant ?" The Judge told theiu 
that they might, and that if this was not the cafe ther^ 
would be no fafety for the fubjeft. I have already obferv^ 
ed that this paper, which was the fubje6l of the fecond 
Information againft the Defendant, was the very Paper 
Vhich was compofed and publilhed ten years ago^ As the 
perfons who wrote and compofed it, may be afliamed ta 
have their names publifhed, although I Ihould not, and as. 
they are tired of their opinions, although I am not,^ I fliall 
not name them. 

The Jury, was not permitted to decypher the whole 
meaning of the Defendant, and to fay what pafled in hit 

Ha 
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mind at the time.-*-But it is the fafhion ^f thefe time* H 
cry down by beli, book and candid everv- man^ who takes up 
opinions that other people are tired of. The Defendant 
who has pubhfhed this Addrefs, has very great merit; the 
principles of it arc juft, and had they been c loathed ir^ 
better kng'iage, he could not employ his time better than 
by publlfhing it agait;. I fbull take the Uber<y of rea4ing 
ithe latter part of this publication ; 

*• Petition then, with one voice, my friends and coun- 
trymen, for that fhare in making your own laws to which^ 
^y the conilitution, and the laws of nature, you are en^^ 
titled. Purfuc the only courfe which can ever aflFeft any 
confiderabk reduftion of debts and ol taxes, materially 
advance the interefts of manufa£luries and commerce \ — h, 
ihort be Eng^iihmen I be free, profperous. and happy ! 
And give >our pofterity^ the feme caufc to revere your 
memories, as you have to blefs tho/e progeniiq^^ who left 
you an inheritance in a free conltitulipn [" 

I fay thi> is what any m.an may and ought topi^blilh in 
and out of jail, and I am pei:fuaded, that the adoption of 
thefe principles alone can fave thi$ country. Give th^ 
the Engliih public the f^tisfaSioo of enjoying their happy 
and glorious Conflitution, and they will grapple in the 
defence of it, and no power under heaven will be fuffic^. 
cnt to tear them f^o^^ their allegiance. Qur ConftitUr- 
tion is the fanftuary of Englifli liberty, and no govern- 
ment will b^ able to equal it ; for I an^ perfuaded that it 
is deftined, by the grea^t Author of all nature, to be th? 
happjeft, the freeft, and moft glorious country in thp 
world. It was by the intrigue and corrupt prafticesot 
courtiers, that the Conflitution, c;f France was pulled 
down, an J the Confti u ion of this country may be puUed 
own by the fame means. 

With regard to the time in which the Defendant pub^ 
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^flicd this paper, I apprehend, my Lords, that no objeSio 
can fairly be made on that head ; for it is well known that 
|omc time before this, Mr. Grey had given notice of 
fringing forward a petition before Parliament praying for 
a Parliamentary Reform. Now when this paper was 
originally written, there was a petition prefented, pray- 
ing for a Parliamentary Reform. This paper, this LIBEL^ 
9s it is called, was originally compofed and, written by Mr. 
PITT, the DUKE OF RICHMOND, and othr^r eminent 
perfons who ftand high in his majefty's favour! And 
jHA^t THE Defendant be set on the PILLORY, 

rOR THAT WHICH $ET THEM SO N 5.Aa, THE 

THRONE! ! ! Shall he be branded with thei charge of 
ffdition, for only beinga humble qopier, and for republilh, 
ing that, which has b^en publiflied ten years ago; and 
which, though circulated through every part of the country, 
Jias pioduced no fedition ? — My Client offered to produce 
ft witnefs to prove, that this paper was originally compo. 
fedby tbefe Gentlemen. I conceive he had a right to 
r^but the feditious purpofe that has been afcribed to him, 
but this was refufed. This is not all ; for on thd part of 
the profecution, evidence was examined to fibtw out of 
the cafe itfeir,and upon iOf'iQs entirely exirinfic^ the general 
difpofition of the Defendant. For that purpofe thcr 
produced a witnefs to prove, that the Defendant caufad 
this paper to be diftributed by a man wearing a cap on his 
head, on which were infcribed the words " Liberty and 
Equality." This might have, and I believe aftually had, 
an effefcl upon the minds of the Jury, Thus they receiv- 
^ evidence to injlame^ and nothing to extenuate the cafe 
pn the part of the Defendant. — I fay that feditious inten- 
tion is not matter of law, but matter of faft, and ougl^ 
to have been left to the Jury. Thefe, my Lord& are the 
•bfcrvations that I have to fubwit to yoyr Lordfliipi, an4 
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I have no Jotibt but your Lordflhips^ will do juftice betwee% 
the Defendant and^the Public, 

Mr. DAYREtL» and Mr. Glark, proceeded on th^ 
fame iinfr or argument on the point of evidence. They 
maintained, that the London Ga2ette ought not to have beetle 
receivcl as evidence that '* divers** Addrcffes, had been; 
prefented to the King by various clafles of his fubjeSis ; 
and fecondly, that the evidence which was offered by th^r 
Defendant, tofliewthat he had no leditious purpofe ia 
publilhing the Addrefs for a Parliametary Reform, oughfei 
to have been received. 

AxTdFlNEY General. My Lords, I am very fliortly- 
to anfwer the two objeftions that have been made to the 
jepOrt» of the learned Judge by my learned friends who. 
ai^c Counfel for i he Defendant. lam perfeftly ready to. 
^dmit that it this Court fliall think that there is any weight, 
in thefe objeftions, the Defendant ought unqueftionably 
to bave the full benefit ot it. It is not enough that juf*- 
tice be adminiflered, but the fatisfadory adminift ration! of 
juftice, is an objeft of the firft importance. The firft ob* 
jeftion now taken is, that fufEcient evidence was not giveii: 
to the Court in the cafe of a material averment ; namely^ 
to prove that Addreffes had been prefented to the King 
by various bodies of his fubjefts. I conceive it would be 
extremely difficult to make out thefe objeftions as fup- 
ported by any principle of law. The obje£lion might b© 
as well dated in this way " How do you prove them to be 
Addreffes at all?*' And until you prove that, you prove 
nothing. I thought when I heard this cbjeftiou firft, it 
would erobarrafs the difcuffion at the other part of the cafe, 
^nd had 1 been aware of it, the better way would be to 
poftpone the fubjefl:, becaufe it is not only my duty to 
confiderthe bbje£lion, but becaufe there is a great deal o^ 
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%1ilhority upon the queftion ; but I Ihall now, with your 
^ordfhip's permiflion, proceed upon the whole cafe. I 
^as aware that objeftions might be offered to the Procla- 
mation, as being evidence of the aft of his majefty, but 
this cannot be infi (ted upon with any effeft. Nor can a 
better objeftion be ftarted againft the Gazette. If learned 
'<}entlejncn are pleafedjto perfift in thefe obje£lions, I mull 
tell them that they have to encounter, not only the uni- 
form praftice of this Court for one hundred years paft, 
but alfo the clear decifion of Lord Holt, and that up*« 
on a principle which removes the prefent objeftipn en- 
tirely ; which^is, that in the opinion of ihat learned- 
Judge it was a high mifdemeanour for any perfon to notify, 
an 2L& which can only be done by the King, and that all 
legal means for that notification fhould be referved for 
the King alone. The medium for that purpofe is the Ga« 
izette. I will tell your Lordfhips what I undsrfland- the 
Gazette to be, A Gazette is a publication, evidence, and 
notification of a royal aft, be it what it may, and all the 
public afts of his majefty are notified in the Gazette. Hav- 
ing made thefe obfervations upon the evidence, I muft now 
■take notice of what miy learned friend, Mr. £rskiN£» 
^as pleafed to throw out upon rayfelf. He called me the 
Servant of certain perfons in power ; an expreflion which 
•he afterwards feemed to qualify, and to allow me to be the 
fc; vant of «he Crown. I can only fay that the fentiments . 
^hich I entertained when it pleafed his majefly to call 
lor my fervices, I entertain now; I have often expreffed 
them on queflions of Parliamentary Reform, and on other 
fubjeft and have differed, perhaps, from thofe who are high- 
«fl in his majefty's confidence. That has never yet been the 
caufe of the leaft uneafinefs to me. I fhall always retain , 
the independence with which I commenced ; and the mo- . 
m^nt I am called upon to aft iu a manner tha^ is incon* . 
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fiftehtwith tliat fpirit, that moment wjirt abandbrt tliS 
office which t now hold. As to the point of law refpeft- 
ing the evidence of the trial, I might be content with fa^^ 
ing that Mr* Justice Wilson, had no doubt upon Ihe 
point, and all who had the pleafure td know that learned 
Judge, admitted his merit, both a& a lawyer and a man.— ^ 
The nature of^he evidence has been already ftated wifh 
fufficient accuracy and precifion, and I humbly conceive 
th^t every thing that can be lieceflary in this cafe to con- 
vey information to the Court, appears upon the face of the 
Report, The Defendant^ your Lordlhips fee, has been 
€onvi£ted for felling a book called, " An Addrefs to the 
AddreJJers^^ the nature of which I am peHuaded the De- 
fendant could not be ignorant of, and if a man will contii 
nue to fell a book of this kind and cannot pretend to be 
ignorant-— 

Mr. Erskine. My Lords, I have faid nothirfg ttpotf 
the contents of that bo5k. I (hall leferve what remains? 
for me to urge in tavor of the Defendant— 

Lord Kenyon. The bufmefs of the dav is to exa* 
mine into all the merits of this cafe. I wifli to apprlfe alF 
parties that all the buGnefs upon this fubje£lis to be gono 
through. 

Attorne'T General. I have already obfcrved thai 
the Defendant could not be ignorant ot the tendency o( 
the ]^ublication called •• An Addrefs ta the Addreffers.'* 
1 believe he publiflied the fccond Libel with as much 
knowledje of the tendency ot it, and wi h ihe fame in ent» 
And as lo the obfervation made by my learned friend 
Mr. Erskine, or ra ther the qurflion which he put to 
me •• Whether I fiionld think of profecuting him for the' 
•• opinions which he has fent into the woild with his own 
rnarnc to them.?" I will tell him candidly, that if he goes 
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{q the Freemafon's Tavern, or to any bther fuch public 
place, where fuch focieties are held, with this paper in hi$ 
J)oireffion, and with a Label on his head or bread, with t e 
words " Liberty aad Eq jality " on it, and the cap of Li* 
berty on bis head, I will profecuie even him* 

With regard to the queftlon of a Parliamentary Reforrtt| 
afubje£l of which the fecond paper treats^ 1 can only fay^ 
that it is one which ought to be more accurately explained' 
than I have feen it yet, before I can form a diiiin£): opinion 
on it. I know it is a fabje£l of very weighty confi ler*- 
ation, and has intereft^ed the minds 6f the wifeft and beft 
people in this country ; but no man (hould be allowed to 
difturb the peace ot a nation which enjoys the moft free 
and happy conflitution upon earth, and for which we oughc 
to exprefs our gratitude to God; fori verily believe that 
in all this world, fitice he framed it, there has not beea 
eftablifihed a government which for all political bleiGnga 
Can be compared with oUr own : whofoever therefore (hall 
endeavour, by any means, to iabvert it, or leflen the ef« 
teem which the people have for it^ deferves to be feverely 
puniflied. For my own part, I muil confefs freely that ag 
to a Reform, as it is called^ of Parliament, I think it an ob-» 
jeEt of fuch magnitude, and involving points of the great* 
eft difficulty, that I am afraid that a man poITefled of the 
deepeft penetration and the greateil political fagacity^ will 
never, upon that fubje£l, be able to give us an adequate 
confideration for the riik of any alteration It is laid that 
this paper was publilhed ten years ago, and that no com* 
plaint was then made againft the tendency of it. But is 
the condu£l of parliament ten years ago to be compai ed 
with the time when this paper was republiihed ? Th^* De - 
fendant, after feeing the efFe6t ofpubli{hinganddiiiemina« 
ting thefe pcrnimus doQrincs all over the kingdom, cornel 
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: forward wi^h his paper, to affifl the Tpirlt that was then 

raifed/ without having the fairners to fiate that it was a 
paper publiihed ten years ago. What has been the conrfuft 

! of the Defendant ? Why, that of malicioujly ftirring up 

and rev tvini^doflrines that were dangerous to the Conftitu* 
tion, at a time when it waA likely that, if fpread, they 
would do much mifchief* What does he mean to prove? 
Does he mean to fay that in reality he had no fedittous 
intention when he puhlHhed this paper ? Does be mean 
to fay, that becaufe this paper was publiflied by the. Can- 
ftitutional Society, the London Correfponding Societyt 
or any where elfe, that therefore his intentions in publiib- 
ing the paper were innocent ?~My learned friend, Mr. 
* Ersicine, aiked me whether I fliould profecute him if he 

had fent forth any th*ng with his name, GOncerning a 
Sefurm of Parliament. God forbid I (hould pnoiecute any 
man for temperately difcuffing that {\x\]<t&.^ or sny other 
fubjefi ; bm I will tell him as a friend, that he will deal 
out hard meafures for htmfelf, if he will undertiJte to be 
accountable before your Lordfliips for every do£kine 
maintained by many individuals of the Society of which 
he is a member, and to which he is an ornament* I will 
tell your Lordfhips freely^ that if my learned fften<I had 
publiflied this papcf under all the ciremnftanees vrtth which 
this Defendant publiflied ir, I fliouId have been traitor to 
my country if I hefitated a moment in bringing him for*' 
ward as a Defendant before yoor Lordfliips, as I have 
brought forward the prefent Defendant, and I nixw aft 
of your Lordfliips whether you think of him as I do.-^ 
As to the evidence which \iras preferred on the behalf of 
"the Defendant, at the trial, 1 fay it would have proved 
liothing, for it could only amount fb this : that this paper 
'Mira^ pttfolHhed before^ by femebody elfe ;*-^hat has that 
to do with this charge againfi the Defendant ? But your 
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Lordfliips are called upon now to hold this propofition. 
That it is competent to one man to publilh in a court 
of Juilice, the opinions of other people upon a Libel with 
a view to £hew» that thefe other perfons held the fame doc- 
trines as the Defendant, Your Lordlhips will fee the 
length which this prupofuion leads to. If MR. £r SK 1 n £ 
is to be allowed this for the jQefendaqt, 1 muit be alioM*ed 
fomething of the fame fort tor the profecution. IF he' 
gives the opinion of fon^e perfons in favor oi tlie paper, 
I (hall give the opinion of Juries upon the fame doftrinc . 
and then the Defendant would be in a worfe guation ^an 
if he had not offered that fort of evidence; therefore- 1 
think the learned Judge was not only right in ftricinefs 
of law, but alfo kind to the Defendant \j^ rejcBin^ this fort 
0f evidence. 

The next thing to he confidered. Is the law upon this 
queftion. What is the prefent limitation of yhz^t it calf- 
ed the Liberty of the Prefs ? I fay that under that limi- 
tation, this paper is a fcandalous Libel. I take the ]aw 
with regard to the Prefs to be this : That you may dif- 
cufsthe mod important points it you pleafe. You may 
abufe the Confiitution if you pleafe, and the general 
form of our Government; provided you chufe to be an- 
fwerable in a Court of Law. Now I aflt, is this Paper, 
or is it not, a fcandaloui and infamous Libel, tr^du^ing 
and vilifying the exifting magillracy of the country ?— 
Now is this the way that the grievances of the people of 
this country, if they feel any^ are to be redreffed ? 

'^ Parliaments choferit as tl^y no¥r are, and continuing 
>• for feven years as they now do, will ever be compofed, 
" for the fnofl part, of «£ew fafttaas, under the guidance 
<* ^f particular noblemen, perpetually contending for the 
J P^MFer 4nd emoluments of office. The common foU 
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•• dierv ©r tlif fe feveral faftions, like that of all other 
" fiard ng armies, is made up of mercenaries from the 
moft idle and profligate orders of the community 
Who fo idle, as men of pleafure, and the vicious par 
of oUr nob'lityand gentry ? Whofo profligate, asmur. 
dering nabobs, proftitufc lawyers, and unnrincipled ad- 
venturers, who, t'lrauf^hthe iniquity of corrupt e!ec« 
tions, make their way into Parliament, ancl there let out 
their tongues and iheir votes for hire ?'* 

Is this treating Parliament fairly ? Is this merely inform^ 
ing the puSlic of a fa^l, or is it a temperate commentary i^ 
Is tie whoU Parliament corrupt? or are there not mc^ 
among them, who by the bkffiPir and providence of God, 
are fuch as will be praifed by pofteritv, and pe^rhaps mak$ 
future ages wi(h they had fuch men among them as thefc 
are, to guide their c(.unfeU ? — If perfons will publiflicom* 
mentarips on Parliament let them do j'jftice to its charac« 
tcr and to thcdiffere t nien in it ; jnd let them makeajury 
believe, that when they difcufs any public matter, they 
difrufs it teniperate^y, and then a queflicn will never arifc 
between any Defendant and myfelf before ) our Lordfibips. 
—One fentence more and I have done. It is faid th^t 
Mr. Justice Wilson omitted fomething which he 
ought to have laid before t»^'ejurv Jn fs^vor of the Defen- 
dant. I cannot pofTibly conceive how that learned Judge 
could have done more for the Defendant than he did ; for^ 
after funjtning up the whole of the evidence, he afked the 
Jury this queflion, " Are you fatisfied that the Defendant 
" publ'flied this Paper with afeditious intent ?" The Jury 
faid they were fatisfied he publiflicd u with a fcditious in- 
tent, and therefore they found the Defendant guilty. 

Thefe, my, Lords, are all the obfervations 1 have tofub- 
mit* Wiih regard to myfclf, 1 can only fay, that I have 
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done my duty as my confc'ence has dire6ted me, and If 
fatisfy that, I (hall hOt give my felf trouble aboqt whatfomp 
people may think of me. 

Ml. Erskine. M Lords, ami now allowed to ad« 
drefs your Lordfliips for the Defendant ? 

Lord Kenyon. I take the ru)e to be, that t&e Ad«< 
vocate for the prifoner commences the cafe and fpeaks 
generally, either a^ainft judgment, or in mitigation oi pUf 
nifiimenty and therefore the Attorney General is to 
/peak lail, 

Mr. Erskine. I apprehend, my Lords, that I am nat 
in the fituation which yc/ur Lordlhip feemsto think I am. 
1 think I have a right to ipeak in fnitigation* 

Lord Kenyon. I think the m^or part of your Ad« 

drefs, Mr. Erskine, was in mitigation of punifh- 

^ent. Almoft the whole of it appeared to befo. How« 

ever, a$ you defire it, you will now go on in mitigation of 

punifhment. 

Mr. Erskine. That is aot the point ^t fill, my Lord, 
The queftioQ is, whether I am not to hear thfs Attor- 
ney Genebal upon the whole matter before tb^ pourt, 
and reply ? 

Lord Kenyon. If there. is a rule to guide the Court, 
and I underhand, there is, as I have fiated, you are not^ 
$ri&ly fpeal^ing, entited tp prpc^pd. We certainly (ball 
not pronounce Judgment to day, bui all the bif finefs from 
the Bar n^iiSL befinilhed in this cafe. You have reje£^4 
the idea of moving in arreft of judgment, and if you have 
gny thing to addrefii to the Court in mitigation of puniO)* 
M5nt,^I wiih yoi| would now be fo good ^ to fi^y it* 
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Mr* £asKiN£» The two Papers of which tbc.p^fen* 
dant flands charged^ are diftinct and feparai^e. I fliall not 
^ddrefs the Court upon the firft» b'^caufe there are judg- 
ments upon that publication already. I fliall theiefofe 
le'ave my Ghent upon that part of his cafe entirely to the 
mercy of the Court, feeing as they do, that he has done 
every thing in his power to exteaUate, for he difcontinoed 
the fale on the infiant it was complained of* /With re^ 
gard to the other Pnblication, unqucftionably he fiands in 
a different fituation, for by publiihing the fecoqd Paper, 
he certainly meant nothing but that which as a fubje& o( 
this country he thought he might legally do, not feeking 
to produce or occafion aiiy of the anarchy or confufion 
which has been fo much taHced of. If I cannot fay any 
thing further on the point of law, I mufi leave my Client 
in your Lordfhips' hands. 

. Lord Ken YON* . I hope that this doflrine will never 
go forth into the world, that a man may fafely and legally 
publifli what has beeii publifhed before, provided it has 
not been the fubjefl of a criminal profecution in a Court 
•f Jtrilice* If any m4il adopts that do£lrine his judgment 
muft be very much perverted indeed. All the mifchief 
m^y be done that a pubKcation can do, if no-legal fteps can 
be taken till fomebody has been arrefted upon that account, 

' I hope that the tranfa£lions of this day, and fome of the 
tfanfa6Uotis of this Term, will not be quoted as the autho^ 
rities for the Court to proceed by* I am extremely forry 
that any thing has been appHed to this eafe, which did not 
arifc ottt ijf the Judge's Report* 1 wiH fay nothing ol 
Ae charaflcr of the late Sir Johr Wi lsOn, who tried 
theie Informations ; nor will I mdce amy remarks on his 
Reports, .but ihall Itave them entirely 6fi the thanaSci* 
yrhich that gentleman hi^s carried with him *P *c grave, 


J 


IMHABtTAHTf Of NEMfARK^ 6^ 

1 am very forryat fome of the rcmnrksthat have becn^ 
made on the teports of the Judges. The charafter of 
the Judges is public property, and if they have idone'any 
thing amifs, they ought to be cenfured. But if riot their 
c1iara6):ers ought to be refpected, othenvife*the nioft mii* 
chievous confequenccs will arife to the Public. 1 do not 
aim this at any body, I affiire you, but I fpeak it from the 
cbnvi6lion of my own mind^ and feel myfelf bound to fay 
thus much. 

. It cannot but occur to every perfon's obfervation, tjiat 
&s long as parties exift in the country, (and perhaps it is 
for the goodpf the country that parties Ihould exiil to a cer-4 
t|iia degree, becaufe they keep miniAers on their guard ill 
their CQndu3) they will have tbeir friends aod adherents* 
A great political chara£ler, whp held a high fituation ii| 
this country, fome years agq, hut who is now dead» ufed to 
fay that Minifters were the better for h^mg.now and then a 
* Utile peppered and failed. And while thefe parties exift, 
they will have their friendfttps and attachments, which 
will fometraies difpofe them to wander from argument to 
Reclamation. Andjthis is very often ihe cafe with refpeft 
to queftions relating to Libels. 

The prefent queftion fecms to lie in the leaft compafs in 
the world, and to relate to points fo long and fo clearly 
fettled, that no doubt can reBwin with refpefl: to them. 
Both the points, to my mind, appear as clear as the fun. 
Ko man ever yet doubted but that the Gazette was evid- 
ence ot all mattersof ftate. And therefore I amperfeSly 
fatisfiedthat the opinion of SiR JoHN WiLSON formed 
at the trial, was perfeftly oorreft. ' , 

Another queftion is, whether fomething or another 
ought not to have been admitted in evidence that was re«, 
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fufed by the learned j^d^e at the Aflizes. And it Was faid 
that if that evidence had been admitted^ it would have 
gone. to the innocence of the Defendant, la anfwerto 
that, I can only fay, that this evidence which was not ad-> 
mitted, is not to be found in the Judges' Report, and our 
determination muft proceed on whar appears on the face of 
the Report. No motion in arreft of Judgment can be 
made upon account of either of thefe two points as far 
as I can fee. I verily believe no one man can entertain 
a doubt but that when four days are pad, the feaibn for 
niov ng for a new trial is over, It is Cotnpetent after that, 
and any time before Judgment, to move in arr< ft of Judg- 
ment, and if the reafons which are adduced by the Coun- 
fel Ihall appear to the Court to have Weight, they will in-* 
terfere. And if when the Defendant is brought up fof 
Judgment, and no application is made on his part, yet if 
the Court perceive arty error in the Report, the Court 
will interpofe, as in mercy they diight* 

Mr. Justice Ashurst, faid he entirely concurred 
in opinion with Lord Kcnyon on both points. I think, 
(aid he, the Gazette was as properly admitted to prove that 
Addrefles had been prefented to the King in confequence 
of his moft gracious proclamation. And I am alfo of opi« 
nion that the evidence which was le fufed by the learned 
Judge on the trial of the other Information was properly 
rejefled, It has been faid that if this paper is a Libel 
now^ it was alfo a Libel ten years ago, I am not certain 
of the truth of that propofition. I conceive that a writing 
fhay be a Libel at one time which ts not Jo at another, 

Mr, Justice Bull£r. The only two cafes which 
apply to the prefent, are the King and Go ugh, and the 
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ING and Atkinson. In ihe firft of thefe ttvo cafes; 
liORD Mansfield faid, •' we muft eitlier grant a new 
** trial, or defer judgment for ever." The refult of thefe 
two cafes is no more tlian this : If you db not nidve for a 
new trial withiii fdur daiys, you cannot fee heard at all. 
The only refource left i^ eithei' to niove in arreft of 
judgnieiit ; fl take it that it is ^^6d time to move in arreft 
of judgment at any tinie before judgnient is pronounced) 
br y6u may add^refs yburfelf to the Court in mitigatiom of 
punifliment* And if in the courfe of that Addrefs, the 
Court fee that injiiftice Wis doiie} they will interfere; but 
hot dtherwifef. 

As 19 the qiieftioii whether the Gazette is godd Evidence 
to prove that Addreffes Were prefented to the King, I 
think that caxi hardly be made a qiieftioti. At the fame 
time I ^m of opinion that wsis an immaterial averment iii 
the Informatiori» and that therefor^ it W2ls unMcefTary to 

give fevidence of it. 

> - • • • 

As to the fccond objeftion I think there is np k>rce iii 
it, but I muft not enter into it, as it does not arife out 
of the Report, and I conceive we are bound to confine 
buifelves to the Report; 

Mr. Justice GRds^^^as of the fanle opinion. 

Lord Kei^yoK. The Defendant muft be remanded, 

I was accordingly, as before, taken to the Kings BencH 
Prifon. — On the Wednefday following 1 was again brought 
iip to receive the Judgment of the Court.-^I fliall mak9 
no apology, for laying before }ou the Speech which Mr^ 
Juftice Aihurft addrelfed to me previous to palling ihe 
fentence. 

The Attorn EY General once more had the trouble 
of moving thp Cou^t for Judgment. 

K 
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Mr. Justice Ashukst. Daniel Holt, you liav« 

been tried and found guilty on twofeveral Indiflments fof 
printing and publifliing two very atrocious Libels : the 
one entiled " Jn Addrtjs to the Addr^Jfers'* ani -the other 
entitled " An Addrefs to the Tradefmen^ Mechanics^ Labouu 

■ ers^ and other Inhabitants of the town of Newark^ on the 

fubjeS of a Parliamentary Reform,** 

* 

The firft of thefe Libels, allades to his majjeJly's moll 
gracious Proc^amatioti, which is in every body's memory, 
and to the Adrireffes of loyalty fent from all parts of the 
kingdom in confequence of it. Thefe loyal Addreffes 
very much counterafled the defigns of men of fuch ade- 
fcription as the author ©f this publication. The general 
, tendency of this Libel is to bring his majefty's Proclama- 
tion into contempt, and to infinuate that thefe Addreffes 
did not contain the genuine fentiments of the loyalty o 
Iiis majefty's fubj efts, but that they had been fet on foot 
by corrupt and interefted men ; — that the fyftem of our 
Government was a fyftem of tyranny and oppreflion ;— 
and that the formation of it Was radically bad, and want- 
ing Reformation ; — and that a Parliamentary Reform was 
to be brought about by the People only, and not by the 
Parliament of Great Britain. And it daringly Tocom- 
, mends a National Convention, to be held as the proper 
means of Reform. This publication alfo tends to traduce 
and vilify all Kingly Governments in this and air the coun- 
tries of Europe, and boldly calls on the fubjeSs of this 
kingdom to infurreftion and revolt : and infifiuates that 
the example of a neighbouring nation was proper to be fol- 
lowed in this. 

This Paper falls very little fliort of High treafon, and 
certainly ftands in the very firft rank of fedition. 

The fecond of thefe Libels moft grofsly and impudently 
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afperfes the Parliament of this kingdom, and brands them 
-with the imputation of venality and eorruption, and calli^ 
for a Parliamentary Reform. As Jo the mode by which 
that Reform was to be conduftcd, this paper doet not fa 
largely enter into it; that had been fafEciently pointed 
out by the former publication, ■ entitled •' Jn Addrefs tc^ 
the Addrejftrs^' which recommends it to be done by a 
National Convention. The bloody advifers of fucjhi ^ 
rneafure have been a£ling a fcene in a neighbouring coun-» 
try, which when we look upon it we have the flrongeft 
reafon to congratulate ourfelves on our own conditio n 
when compared with the tyranny, rapine, murder, and 
^efolation, which have ravaged that unfortunate country. 

It has been alledged, in extenuation of your cnW, that 
you were not the author or the firfl publifher of thii 
Pamphlet. But how 'does that apply in your favour ?^-* 
Was it not enough that fuch a horrid produfclion had been 
once ftifled in the birth, and mull you fofler and nourifH 
the unnatural and diabolrcal offspring, and give it frelh 
life and exiftence. Though the nation in general hadi 
ihewn their abhorrence and deteftation ol th^ doftrines 
contained in this publication, yet you were determinecL t9 
^ram it down the throats of his majefty's f ubjefts. 

What iias be^n faid in extenuation for the fecond pub^ 
Hcation, can ftand you in little ftead. With refpeft to the 
fubjeft of the publication, that it 'was publilhed ten years 
ago, and that you only republiflied it, and therefore arq 
innocent, 'and that it cciuld only mean the Parliament 
which then exifted, and not the prefent Parliament of 
Great Britain, Let anv man of common fenfe take that 
paper in his hand, and fay, whether the utmoft extent of 
cjbjarity. can confider it a fimple innocent republication 
Jf you bad mcaji.^ it in that view, why not publilhit with* 


I 
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the ancient title, and why not ftate that it was piiblifii.ed 
sn fuch a year. Tbo* ev>i^ if you had done that, it ought 
not inevitably to retain one f^nfe ; but you yourfiplf 
give it a prefent application, You ^ddrefs it to the 
** Tradefmen, Mechanics, Labourers, and other Inhabii* 
tants oi the Town of Newark, on th^ fubje£b of a Parlia-^ 
soentary Reform." How are they to know that ever i^ 
was publifhed before ? how can they apply it but to the 
pvcfent exilling Parliament of Great Britain ? The learn- 
ed Judge who tried this Inforniation, left the ^a,fe tp the. 
Jury, in a fair and candid way^ H^ put this qneftipn t(x 
them : "Are you fatisfied that the Defendant publiflied 
•* this paper with a malicious intent, or not ? " — There 
could not be two opinions on the fubje£l among honefi 
men, and the jury found you guilty, ^ . 

The malignity of this]>aper having been eftablifiied by 
the Jury, it only remains' for this Coyit to do its officea 
This Court will always know to temper mrcy with juf- 
tice where there is room for it, but here there is no. pal- 
liation. As to the firft of thefe Libels, ^t leafl:, you^ 
own Counfel owned th^t nothing coi^ld he fa^d for you* 
It behoves then, this Court tp try what can be done by 
the feverityofpunifliment. AND, THOUGH THERE 
ARE BUT SMALL HOPES OF YOUR REFOR- 
AlATJON, it may at leaft operate to deter* others from: 

* How far tYie peculiar fcverity of this extraoriltnary Sentence may 

operate in preventing 9 then being guilty of the UmtMtrncioiut crimti i i. c* 

endeavouring to accomplifb a ParliamenUry Keform, I wi)I not take up* 

on myfelf im decide ; but M qne may frame an opinion of the f<^ntimeiits 

of the public on this fi(bjed from the following circumftance, it appear^ 

|o have at prefent the iireS contrary eJfeB ; 

** Maurics MARpAKOT, at a late meeting of the Convik-tioii im 
Scotland f propofed and carried the following motion t 

** That tkLt^nkt of thii Comybittzon be traaiiattte4 to toas Kfitf* 
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l>elng guilty of the fame enormities. This Court has ta« 
ken the magnitude of your offence into their confideratU 
en, and this Court doth order and adjudge* that for the 
^rft Libel you pay a Fine to the King of FIFTY POUNDS, 
and that you be imprifoned in his m;[]efiy's jail ot New^ 
gite, for the term of TWO YEARS. And thtt for the 
lecond offence, you pay a further Fine of FIFTY 
POUNDS, and be imprifoned in his majefty's jail of 
Newgate for the further tcrqi of TWO 'YEARS, to be 
computed from the expiration of your firft imprifonment^ 
and that after tlic expiration of your imprifonment, you 
find fecurity for your good behaviour for the term of five 
years, yourfe{f in 2qoI. and two Sureties in jol. each, and 
that you be imprifoned till fuch Qnes l?e paid, 2^id till fuci^ 
{Securities are found, as aforefaid. 

On thefe proceedings in general, on the Sentence, and 
on the Speech which preceded it, I (hall now take the 
liberty to make ^ few obfervations, and leave it to you, to 
appreciate their juftjcc,trut^ and propriety. 

On the fentiments, afTertions, and language of the 
*• Adirefs to the inhabitants of Newark^'' that fcandalous^ 
atrocious and infamous Ubel.^^ as the Attorney General 
terms ji, I fhall make no remarks. The paper itfelf is 
before you; you will judge for yourfetves. And that 
you may have a fair opportunity of comparing this paper^ 
Vrith other yrritings on the fame fubjeft, I fubjoin in the 
Appendix, a copy of the Duke , Of Richmond's Let. 
fer to Col. 6h arm an, including a topy of his Bill/or^ 
0L Parliamentary Reform, Alfo, Mr, Bitt's Speech on ^ 

Yow for the fcntencc which he pafled on Me. Holt, « a/ fuchprociU- 
ms nndtt pROMOTi tk€ CMufi of FtrlUmentary Reform.'' 
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Parliamenlary Reform^ &c. When you h^ve made thi« 
comparifon; when you have contrafted the language and 
fcntinients of the one^ with the language and fenti- 
ments of the other, I perfiiade my felt that you will 
find yourfelves.at a lofs to m<il^e our wherein confifts 
thatfuperior ^\ enormity, of my offtnce^'' as Mr. Justice 
AsHURST calls It, over that of the DuK£ ot Richmond, 
&c. &c. — On tiiat partof the Attorney General's 
Speech, where he comprains that this paper brands the 
Parliament with the charge of *' corruption and venality \^ 
I alfo fliall offer no obfcrvations, but content mvfelf with 
referring you for as an anfwer to the Life of Lord Chat- 
nam: Doddington's Diary ; Burgh's Political Dif 
quijitions i Political Hijlory oj Hie Borough* s of Great Bri. 
tain: Petition ^nd Ca/e of JoiiU Horne 1'ooke ; Stati 
of the Reprefentation, by the SocitT\ of THE Friends 
OF THE People; Petition of the Yimi^i\t>% of the PijO-^ 
|>LE ; &c. &c. &c. 

In the courfe of the Speech of the Attorney Ge-i 
KERAL, he took occafion to put this quellion : " Docs 
^ the Defendant mean to fay, that in rt ality ht- had no fe- 
♦* diiious intention whea he publilhed this Paper?'* \ 
anfwer,- YES, I do mean to f^y f o ; and before the Bar 
of the Britilh Nation I now hy it ag^in, and tp the lateft 
moment of my exiftence i ihall copt.nue to fay, ** thai 
IN REALITY I had NO feditious intention' when I re^ 
printed and publiQied this Paper ! 1 will iilfo fay, that no 
evidence whatever was adduced, or could be adduced to 
the Jury, to prove, that, in 'ueality'l 1 had any feditious 
intention in publifliing this Addrefb. The averment in 
the Indiftment, charging me with a feditious intention was 
rot proved, or atierripted to be proved, by the leaft evi- 
dence whatever ; except indeed, the ridiculous evidence 
of my old friend Mr. Blatid, relative to the ftill more ri- 


/ 


INHABITANTS OF NEWARK. 7I 

diculous ftory of the words " LIBERTY AND EQUALI- 
TY," being upon the cap of a PRINTER 'S DEVIL, be 
taken as fufficient evidence of the ** criminal," the " fedi- 
tious*' intention of my mind ! ! ! For the fake of exci- 
ting a little rifibillty, I will allow that the principal is re- 
fponfible for his agent ; and fuppofmg that the word 
•'LIBERTY," meant izW'^«>£/}, and "EQUALITY." 
Plunder, (an explanation candidly given by aflbciators) yet 
as it was the fportive aft of my fervant, in ipere boyifti wan- 
tonnefs, furely no more criminality attaches itfelf to me oa 
this occafion, than there would to Mr. Bland, were hi« 
apprentice to adorn his hc-ad with the Label of. one of 
' Mr. B's Gallipots, the Birmingham motto of ** CHURCH 
» AND KING," or any other ridiculous infcription what- 
ever!— It is really aftonilhing to fee how this wonderful 
ftoryof the Printer's Devil and his feditious Cap, has 
been bandied about from Mr. Bland to the Newark 
AssociAiloN ; from the Affoclation tq the Attornfy 
General; and, like the fnowbal I, gathering as it rolled 
along. But when men have lome particular purpose to 
fcrve, no matter how laughable or ridiculous the means; 
for 

Tnfl-8 light as air. 
Arc to i^i'fjeahus confirmaiions ftrongt 
A» proof, of holy writ. »hak.."1.. 

Leaving this GentUman and his Fools Cap to your 
jnirth and derifion, I hafien to refume my remarks. 

How the jury were confcientioufly fatisfied in their own 

• minds, that I did puhUfh it feditioufly, when no evidence 

^as produced to prove it. and when even one of the w.t- 

neffes for tiie profecutton. flated that I declared I would 

not publilb a Libel knowing it to be one ; 1 fay. how the 
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jury, with thefc circumftances before them, could confci^ 
entioujly and without prejudice, find me Guilty of publiKi-^ 
ing with a feditious intent, is a myflery too dark and iii^ 
tricate for me to explain, and entirely beyond the reacli- 
of my abilities to develope. — I may lainenf it ; I may re- 
gret that they were fo eafily fatisfied and convinced of a 
thing which I KNOW never exifted ; which was never 
proved, and which coflfequently never can or will be pro- 
ved ; I may lament that fo fatal a blow has been given for 
a time to the Liberty of the Prefs ; that the nation mote 
than myfelf is injured ; I inay do this but I can do no 
more ; except thus throwing myfelf upon the candour 
and juftice of the pubfic, in the well grounded hope th'at 
ihey will revife the piroceedihgs, arid reverfe the verdi6f. 

The Attorney Gcheral riexi goes on to ftate this quef- 
tion, ** Does the Defendant naean to fay that becaufe this 
** paper was publifhed by the Conftitutional Society, the 
»' London Correfponding Society, (he fliould have faid the 
*• Society at the 1 hatched Houfe Tavern) ox any where elfe 
" that therefore his.intention in publifihing the paper were 

*' innocent ? " I anfwcr YES ! — If the intentions of the So- 

..... . • , ^ ^ 

ciety in publifhingthis paper were innocent — SO WERE 
MIKE! If the intentions of the Dui:e of Richmond 
in publifliing this paper were innocent— SO WERE 
MINE ! — Have not I a right to have the fame favorable 
conftruftibn put upon my intentions, as thefe gentlemen 
have upon theirs?— But I beg pardon. Mr. Justice 
AsHURST here fteps in, and gravelv tells me,** a writing 

jnav be Libel at ond time which is not fo at another!" 

Here is the authority which rccoriciks the diflFcrcnce be- 
tween myfituation, and the fituation of the authors of the 
paper ; they, for writing it, are, as Mr. Erskin e obfcrved 
•• balking in the funlhine of royal favor/* and I, for pub- 
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lining H, am provided with ay^t/^ apartment on the State 
Side of NEWGATE, for the Jhort period oi—only 

TWO YEARSIM 

» 

I no\v come td the fpeech which was addreffed to md 
'bjr Mr. Justice Ashurst, previous to his palling fen« 
tence. Speaking oF the ** Addrefs to the Addrejfers^' he ^ 
fays, •* Was it not citough that fuch a hoirid produftioti 
** had been ancc ftifled irt the bifth, muft you fofter and 
•• nourifh the unnatural and diabolical offspring, and give 
«» \\,JreJh life and exiftence ? Though the nation in gene- 
** ral had fliewn their abhorrence and deteftation of the 
•• doftnnes contained in ihis publication, yet you were 
*• determined to cram it down the throats of his majefty^s 
** fubjefts." I tnuft confefs myfelf a little at a lofs to 
comprehend the precife meaning of this fentence. If it 
^eans to afiert, that previous tx) the period whea 
\ fold the *• Addrefs ta the Addrejfers^* it had 
been pronounced a Libel in any Court of Judica* 
lure, I muft fay that the knowledge of fuch an event has 
never reached me, and I will thank Mr. Justice Ash'" 
URST to point it out, I am told on all hands, that the 
firft convi^lion on this produdion, was that of Mr. Hol« 
LAND, Printfelier, London, who was tried and convified 
at Hicks's Hall, February 23, 1793* This 1 am well per«> 
fuaded was.the^r^ c6nvi£iion on the Addrefs to the Ad« 
dreifers ; now, my informaiion for felling thispublicatioa 
was filed againft me fometime in December^ 179^1 two 

MONTHS PREVIOUS TO THAT EVENT TAKING 

flags; therefore it inconteftibly foHows, that I did not 
fell it AFTER it had been legally declared a Libel ; and 
of courfe the high founding charge of *' foftering the ua- 
natural and diabolical offspring,'' &c. &c. as applied to me 
falls forcelefs to the ground. — If the above quoted fen*, 
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tence does riot allude to a previous conviftion for put^ 
lifliing the " Addnfs to the Addrejfers^** I confefs I muft 
give it up as perfefily unintelligible. It is indeed, true, 
that the Rights of Man bad a few weeks before been de- 
clared a Libel ; but what had that to do with the ^* Jld* 
drefs to the Addre/fers^** a diftin6): and feparate publication/ 
No man will fay that the verdift-againft the Rights of Man 
was an implicated verdiB againft all the writings of Mr* 
Paine ? The aflertion is top abfurd to be made by any 
other than fools or ideots ; this being the cafe, what am 
I to make oi thefe obfervations of the Judge .as applied to 
me! But I draw no conclufions; I make no comments; 
XoRD KfiNYON has faid " that the charaQers of Judges 
€ught to be refpefted,** I therefore *' enter not on holy 

ground." 

ff 

I am next aiked, " why I did not publifli it with ita 
ancient title, and ftate that it was publiflied in fuch n 
year ?" — Why this was not done, was no bufinefs of mine. 
I publiflied it according to the order of thofe who cm- 
ployed me. I was only an Agent, a mcie Printer. But, 
as by a ** fiSion of law^' I am fuppofed to be the primum 
mobile of all this fedition, I will endeavour to give an 
anfwer. In the eye of common fenfe, I imagine, it is of 
little confequence, to whom the Paper in queftion nvas ad- 
drefled, or what title was given to it, provided, not a 
a word of the text was changed. — Would it have been 
lefs criminal had the old title been retained, and it had 
t)een addrefled to the Inhabitants of jMottingham inftead 
of Newark ? Mr. Justice Ashurst himfelf fliail mak« 
the anfwer : — hear him ! " Though even if you had done 
that, it ought not inevitably to have retained ^«iC fenfe."— 
Fellow Townfraen, are you fdtisfied with the anfwer ? 

After having afleed me why I did not retain the old 
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title, and then telling me that if I had *• it would not ine- 
vitably have retained one fenfe/* 1. e. it would have been 
of no ufe; Mr. Justice Ashurst goes on toaJk, "how 
the inhabitants of Newark were to know that it ever was 
publiOied beloie ? how can they apply it but to the prefent 
exifting Parliament of Great Britain ?" Whether yoii 
knew it hadbeenpublifhed before or not, my Fellow Townf* 
men, we have aheady feen would have been of no confe- 
quence either to you or to myfelf. — But the laft queftion, 
viz, •• how can they apply it but to the prefent exifting 
Parliament oi Great Britain ?*' you can all anJwer for 
yourfelves, and your anfwer v^jll be much in ray favor. 
This Paper flates, that the national Debt was at the time 
of its ^rfi publication, in 1783, only two hundred 
AND SEVENTY MILLIONS; now every man knows, and 
Jeels too, efpecially the " Swinijk Multitudt^* who com- 
monly feel it moft heavily, tl>at taxes of all kinds have 
multiplied prodigioufly fincc the year 1783, you all know 
this, my fellow Townfmen, to be the truth ; and the pe* 
riodical return, of thofe ujcjvl men called tax Gatherers 
ferve to keep it alive in your recolle£lion« It is as clear 
-^s that when you are in the field you can fee the light of hea, 
ven without faying for it^ Nothing can be plainer, than- 
that an increafe of the National Debt brings an increafe of 
•Taxes, therefore, at the beginning of the year 1793, '^c 
time when I republijhei this. paper, the Nalional Debt an 
mounted to upwards of two hundred and ninety 
millions; twenty millions more than what the 
Paper ftatcs it to be 1 ! ! Now can any man of common 
fenfe fuppofe, that if this Paper had been publiihed to 
anfwer the purpofes which have been fo liberally afcribed 
to it, fo favourable a topic would have beec overlooked ? 
«^would it h^ve emitted fo weighty, andfo .crci^'e q\v% 


wg A LETTER TO THE 

cumftance in favor of a Parliamentary. Reform ? Had it 
bceo intended to apply to the prefent times, would it not 
have ftated the national debt as it exifted in 1793?— The 
argument is irrefiftible. It is an unanfwerable proof that 
the paper applied to paji Parliaments, and io pajl event* 
«nly. 

I fliall now return my puMic thanks to Mr, Justice 
AsHURST for the Compliment he paid me. Whether 
intentional or not, is of no confequence. He did me the 
ionor to remark, when fpeaking of my principles, that,. 
** there were but fmall hopes of my reformation !*'— What 
jny political principles are, 1 believe, t^ie public will find 
loofely,bm candidly fcattered thro' the ill-written pages of 
this feeble Vindication. Such as they are, they h^ve coft 
me fomc pains to acquire, and fome anxiety toeftablift, 
I have not taken them up without deliberation, nor with- 
out the confcientious approbation of my own heart. For 
them I have fuftained much obloquy and perfecution j 
for them I now fuffer imprifonment, and in their defence, 
if ever that fhall be neceflary, the laft dr6p of my blood 
fliall be flied. — Such are my principles ; In an ^e of almoft 
univerfal defertion and direlitHon of all principle ; In the 
jnidftof unblufliing political inconfiftency, I think it an ho«i 
ikor to be told from the Bench, that there ** are fmall hope$ 
of my reformation," that is, a change in my 0pinions. I am 
proud of the compliment ! — On the fentence, unexampled 
jn the teeming annals of unrelenting legal feverity, my tt'^ 
marks wi/1 be fliort. Every man of hiimslnity will make them 
Ibr himfelf.— One thing I fliall only mention, and which 
no man who thinks that ihtjame cf tines ought to have the 
Jame puniJkmentSy will read without a'fionifliment. It i 
this : The fentence pafled upon me for fefling the *' Ad* 
drefs to 4hc Addrejfers" exceeds in fevcrit/, that paffcd 
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ypon Mr.* Svmonds and Mr. Ridgway, the original 
publifliers of this produ£lion, by oneye^ of imprifonmenl 
and by an addi ional fine of thirty Pounds : their fentence 
Jor thejamf offtnct being only one years iinprifonnient 
and a fine of twenty pounds each I ! 1 

. Such are the proceedings, and fiich are jthe confe** 
^Uences of thofe proceedings which have taken placo 
againil me, at the ihftigatibn of a fet pf mei^ 
whom I blufli to call my Fellow Citizens ! — Mali^ 
eiouSy unfeeling, infatuated, men!-— lo the midft o£ 
your infuriate zeal to ruin ^y interefls, and accomplifh thd 
overthrow of fo obfcure an individual as.myfelf, you per- 
ceive not the ^* ftrong rod of iron," which )e are forging 
for yourfelves, or your innocent pollerity t Blinded by 
intereft and paflion, ye c^afe to remember, that ptrftcutioh 
is eoer thefortrunntr of' defpotifm^ and that, oppreffion ufu-* 
ally recoils on the head of the opprtjjor. I * Whilft ye are 
thus fooliihly perfuading yourfelves that ye are laudably 
'employed in fupporting by opprellion a conititution which 
uniformly dirchaims it; ye are eiFe£lually fappPng the foun« 
dations of Liberty, and paving the way for the introdu£lion 
of tyranny, and the aggrandifemeht of a few artful, un* 
{)rihcipled individuals at yoUr own iexpence. If fuch 
meafures continue, a tew ye^rs Will feelingly convince 
you of the folly and iniquity of your unmanly cond,uft 
If fuch fhould be the cafe, ye will then knoWy that infiead 
of fupporting the Liberty of yolir Country ^ ye have been erk*. 
jployed in forging fetters for yourfelves !! ! 

Adverting to the confequences of tliefe trials, I (hould 
tuppofe, every reafonable* man would have thought th^l 


♦ Who fills ihic Cup of Woe for other* Taftt, 
ibill artn& the baneful i>i-au|>it. 


the law of Libels, from its uncertainty, was fufficientl/ 
bppreffive before, without thefe Affociators combining 
together to render it ftill more fo. Though the Liber- 
ty of the Prefs has recently received fome addition 
from the exertions of Mr. Fox, yet the Law of Libel ^ ftill 
ftandsmuch in' needof explanation/ This Law, as it now 
is, and'as it iiiat prefent enforced by AObciations, operates 
in fome nea^fure like the Excife laws ; but tho' like themj 
in many of its prominent features, yet it is not equally in. 
telligible clear and diftinft. The Publican^ the Malfitr^ 
fhe Starch HanufaEturtr^ and Soap •Boiler^ know» and can 
immediately afcertain, the precife limits of the £xcife« 
inan's attention. They khow the bounds of the law, and 
<:annot through ignorance eafily infringe it* But Book- 
fellers and Printers poflefs no fuch guide. The law has 
not made this m»2tf fpecific, therefore they are ignorant 
when they are right, or when they are wrong. The law 
df Libels is fo involved in obfcurity, fb uncertain in its 
operations ; To various and changeable at different times'; 
at different times fo uuintelli^ble and contradictory ; that 
no man, however great his abilities, or however vigorous 
liisunderftanding, has yet been found competent to give a 
true difinitioh of the word LIBEL, as he finds it ufed at 
various times in the proceedings of the Engliih Courts of 
Law. What has Ibeen ti falfe, fcandalous, wicked 
"and feditious Libel at one period, at another has 
l)een confidered as a mafter piece of human genius ; 
as containing the trueft principles of Government, and 
the fineft, and moft rational principles of Liberty. The 
imiportal work of Algernon Sydney is a ftriking in- 
ftance of the truth of this obfervation. This work, which 
in its day, excited as much iclamour, and raott fatal perfe- * 
cutionthan the celebrated " Rights of Man i" is noi^ 
tiniverfally efteemed, admbred tad ^uoted^ and publicJy 
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fold, at pTcfent^ in all Bookfeller^' Chops in the nation. 
I fay at prtfent^ becaufc in the fame fyftem of defining 
Libels continues,' which convi3ed me of printing a Libel 
Un years after its original publication, this famous produc- 
tion of Sydney may again become a Libel, and as' the Af-* 
fbciators cannot behead its virtuous author over^gain^ who* 
Jknows, but they may dig up his bones, and hang them oa 
a gibbet, or " tranfport them beyond Jias^ for the /pace of 
FOURTEEN years"* ! ! I Amidft ail this ambiguity and 
perplexity, how can it be expe3ed that illiterate Book^ 
fellers, unfkilled in the myJUries of " leg^l lore,'' Ihall fuc- 
ceed, where there have been fuch a contrariety of opinions 
and decifions, and where fo many men of the higheil legal 
talents have failed. 

If thefe wretched, mifchievous Aflbciators are to have 
not only a local, but .a general jurifdiflion ; if they are 
thus to ruin or reftriS the Liberty of the Prefs, as fuits 
their inclinations or their interefts; furely they would 
have a£led lefs like Inquijitors had they drawn out for the 
Bookfellers the line of their duty, or pointed out what 
Were the precife limits which a' Printer could not pafs 
with impunity. Had they underftood the conflitutionai 
definition of the word '^ LIBEL," or had the leaft drop of 
the •* milk of human kindnefs " flowed in their veins, 
this conduQ would have been adopt<ed« — But it feems tbey 
know as little of the Confiitution^ and as littl<* of huma« 
jiity, as the Confiitution and humanity know of them;—- 
which is but little indeed 1 — If this profecuting fyf- 
tem is to continue, in the name of Juftice and Commoa 
Senfe, why are Bookfellers to be denied that rule for the 
regulation of their conduft, which is given to the reft of 
their Fellow Citizens ! For God's fake, if we are thus 

* See the cxtraordincf^y trial of Thomas Muir, Esq, 


^ 


to A LETTER TO TH^ 

to lofc OUT Liberties, if we are thus to be dragoonea \1\l^ 
defpotifm by affociators, put the Prcfs uadcr the imme* 
diate cont'roul oi political Excijtrmn^ that Printers may be 
no longer opprefled in fuch an unfeeling inquifitorial 
planner ! This perplexity, in which ail Bookfellers acd 
Printers are involved, is ftill farther increafed by the 
contrariety of the decifions, on the veryjanu caufes, which 
have taken place all over the country within the laft 
twelve months; In the month of December, 1792, m 
London, Paine's Wgkks were pronounced Libels by the 
verdiftof a Jury.* At the fame place, in June and July 
following, they loft their criminality and became innoj 
cent.t Leave London and proceed 10 ColckeJler^X they are 
fliU innocent. Crofs the country, and when we arrive at 
Warwick^ " ftrange to tell," we £nd them both innocent 
and Guilty \ I Proceed to Ldcefter §, and there we find 

* Meflrs. Symonos, RiDcwAY, and Holland,- were eonvidedof 
felling the, popular pamphlets of Thomas Pa ink, and the Jocks y Club. 
For thefe offences the two ilrft were fentenced xofour Years imprilbumeDt 
and fined «»o]. each i ! !— «— Mr. Hollako^ for felling the tetter t» tkf 
Addrejfers, was fentenced to ooe years Imprifonment* and to pay a' fine 
ef lool. 

-f Mr. D. I. Eatok, for Celling Paine*s i?/^A/j of Man,, znd the Ad^ 
drejs to the Addrejfers, for the one was found ^* Guilty of pub lijk^gxi^ 
without any crminal intention !** For the other he was found ^* guilty of 
fu^tjhing the pamphlet / " By both thefe verdifts, as they found him guilty 
jffheing irinofent, he has been of courfc acquitted. 

% At this place a Bookfeller wavacquitted for felling Pax ni's Woxxl* 

B At the Uft Spring Affiaes, at Warwick, Mr. Thompson, was acquit- 
ted for felling f ai ne's Works, At the fame place, the folfowing Alfisci, 
Meffrs. Pa ART andBaLCHXR V ere convified of felling them, tnd fen* 
lenced to three months imprifoumenc f *> 

f Mr. Phillips, the PriQtei of the LBiciiTtafiiKALOyWuiaoaA 
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them ciiminal indeed ! — ^Travelling North, when- we ar^ 
tive at Newark^ we find them moft atrocioufly criminal 
«gain I Proceed to Derby* ^ we find them changing fides 
once more, and pronounced perfe£l1y harmlefs ! Dired- 
ing our courfe to Knutsford^ we find them ftill innocent ; 
(ut leave ChePiire and crofs the Severn^ and behold a( 
J^rid^exi}aU7.\ we find t,hcm criming again !. !— Thus it ap<. 

guilty of felling the works of Thomas Pains, &c. at a time that they 

-were fold by all h.\% hrotktr. Bookfellers of the fame place, and fentenced 

\o imprifonment for eighteen months ! part of which the public papers in* 

form me has been fpent in a dungeon /// It (hould feems that Ma. 

JpHiLLiFs's real, ofiFence is, being the Printer of a Patriotic Newfpaper f 

* 
* Laft allizes, a BookfclUr was acc^uitted at this place for having fold, 

Rains's Worka. 

f At this place,, the laft Summer affizes, MeflVs. Robinfbns, men of mofl 
refpe£bable <haia£ler, very eminent Bookfellers in London, and perhaps 
the grrtteft Bookfellers in the world, were tried for felling the fecond part 
of Pa IN 1*8 Right of Man, It appeared, by the evidence of one Pile,, 
«i>ookreller and diftributoi* of uew.fpapers, of Norton near Taunton, thai; 
in November laft he had ordered from Med. Robinson, three copves o£ 
the book mqueftion, * two of which ^ delivered to his employer Sy* bat bein^ 
threatened by fome gentlemen of the county, with, ** hangings tranf^or-m, 
*' tatioHy or heing fent to the devil,** if he did not give up ihe perfons froQ| 
'whom he had procured them, he locked up the remaining copy, determine. 
•d not to (ell it-, and applied to an Attorney for advice, tq whpti^ he (hewe^ 
the book ; which the faid Attorney keeping in his pofTeflion, wrote up to 
the Solicitors of the Trcafury ! upqn Uie delivery of this book^ the orofe- 
#utioo wascommeppcd, ThcbiJJ of pfircels and note for.piymcnt were 
produce^ ii\CQurU-t-Pile declared,, that he received from Mcff. IjIibin, 
«ON in July 1792, feveral copies of the protest against painb's 
moRTaoF MAN, (a ftrong conflicutiona] pamphlet) which tuey rcquefted 
liim to dif^ribuce, gratis, wherever he thought they mighc be of lervice. 
The defendant). prodi\ced no evidence, relling their cayfc upon ih*ir uo( 
"wilfully or intentionally fowing fedition, but merely felling a pampiilct 
11^ the courfe of their imraenfe bufinefs, whicjv was then in general lai« 
JIa. Bono made an excellent fpeech in their favor, which he dtUvtre^ 
with peculiar energy, but the Jury found a verdid Guilty I ! / Th'» f n- 
U^ce pa(|re4 uj^o^ thefe four Gentitmcn was» that looi. fioe ihouid oc.paiA 
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pears, that what is law in one part of the land, is not laix? 
in another /—I prefume this is what has fq often been caU 

Jed " THE GLORIOUS UNCERTAINTY OF THE LAw!" 

—Glorious indeed to Counfel and Attornics SI " /< my. 
he/port to them; but it i> death to wj."— All this may be 
very fine, very legal, and very conftitutional, but for th^ 
foul of me I cannot perceive n^uch of the glory of Com- 
mon Senfe in it \ 

1 have now undergone three different profecutions for 
minting and publifhing " falfe, fcandalous, wicked ani 
ieditious " Libels, and after all this wonderful experience 
I am ftill as much at a lofs as ever, to determine with 
fafety and precifion, what it is that conftitutes a Libel l 
Jn this ftate of uncctrtainty, I know not wn<^t to print, or 
what to fell ; what .to receive, or what to rejeft ; and, 
unlefs foniething is ipeedily done by the legiflature, either 
to indemnify Printers and Bookfellers, fqr having print- 
ed or fold books of ten years ftanding, or to fix the pre- 
cife limits of a Libel, the Liberty of the Prefs will be to- 
tally annihilated, and the bufinefs of a Printer and Book- 
feller, imminently dangerous, and highly imprudent to 
follow. By the decifion againft me for printing thq 
*• Addrefs to the inhabitants of unreprefented towns on a Po>'^r 
lianuntary Reform^,'* it feems that a book may be perfeftly 
innocent for the fpace of ten years and then be deemed, ^ 
\* falfe, fcandalous, wicked and fediiiom Libel** ! ! ! The 
refpeftability of the men who firft introduced it into the 
world, it appears is no fecurity for its future proteftion ; 
and what adds to the fngularity of the meafure, thofe very 
men, in part, may afterwards become its profecutors, and, 
literally fpeaking, their own Informjers ! If there is any 

bylilm who mideout the bill .of Farcelt, and the other thiee in ^oU 
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^uili in the cslfe, it furely refts with the authors of thepa^. 
peT inqueftion, and nol with the printer ! It therefore 
follows,, that the Committee at the Thitched Houfe Ta- 
Verri, and the confiilent Mr. Pitt amongft the reft, ought 
to have been profecu ted for writing and publiffiiriga **Jal/i 
/cdndaloui, kicked dndfeiitious Libel^'* arid fcntericed to 
impriforimerit iriftead of rtl^felf: It they had not written 
it, I could hot have pfubliQled it, therefore the guilt refts 
with f hem, atnd with them alone ! —It would be a curious 
birCuihftance to fee the prime Minijler of ihi5)^Country^ 
tried, fentenced to imprifonment, and obliged to find fure- 
ttes for his good behaviour, iot* publiflitng a Libel on the 
Gonftitution ! ! f Whether thi^ 6iigfat riot to have beea 
ihe^fe, I leave to the deternriniJtiori of my readers. 

Had! been peririitte^, I fiiould have ftated to the Jury 
^t Nottingham, the motives of my conddfl. This oppor- 
tunity I could riot enibrace; but to you, nfy ^ello'w 
Townfmeri, I can now ftate them. I folemnly declare: 
then, that in fellirig this pamphlet, and in printing this pa- 
per, I was Influenced by no " wicked^*" no " fedkious*^ 
motives, biit vended the one iri the common courfe •£ 
bufincfs, along With parafphlets of every defcription ; and 
pointed the other, with no other viev^, than to procure a 
fubfiftence for myfelf arid my family. I a(k any man of 
Common fcnfe, arid common honefty, if he can fappofe 1: 
tneant to ftir up anarchy^ confujion^ or rebellion^ by this* 
Condiiflt I I will alk him ftill further ; can he for a mo J 
merit imagine; that I, whofe very exifterice as a tradetinaTi 
depends folely on the continuance of peafce and internal 
trariquiltity, coi^d ferioufly wifli to introduce a civil war 
Jrirto the coumry, in which perhaps ray deareft conneftions, 
or my own life, might have fallen a facrifice to the fan* 
guinary pafTioris oi a mifguided mob ! No man, I am 
peifuaded, can fuppofe it for a moment*. Ail that I evel! 
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Vifhed, clefired, or contended for, was a peaceable, biit 
RADICAL PARLIAMENTARY REFORM ; which I 
have ever conceived would efFeftuaUy remove thofe gri** 
Vances, of which I believe few men except Placemen an* 
I^enfioners, will deny the exiftence. Reformation, no' 
Revolution, ever has been, and ever will be my objea,ai 
far as my private fentiments, and the influence of my 
Newfpapelr could or can extend. From the le^al and 
peaceable attainment of this important tneafure, a mcafure 
pregnant with fo many blefling to the whole community, 
I never as a private individual, will be diverted, I have 
embraced it from choice, from convlftion, and from a 
pVinciple of duty ; and perfecutidn^ imfrifinmtnl^ or r^«- 
pulfion, fhall never oblige me to abandon it.*— But in fell- 
ing this pamphlet, and in printing this paper, which were 
done in the regular courfe of trade ; the criminality of 
my intention was no more apparent, than it would be in a 
Cutler unkowingly" to furnifli an AfTai&n with the inftru- 
ments of death. The mere- aB of felling thefe things,no more 
proves the improper intention of my mind, than my fell- 
ing the Alcoran, proves me to be a believer in the 
doftrines of Mahomet ; or vending the writings of 
Pythagoras convifts me of being a believer iil the 
tranfmigration of fouls ! — Thefeinferrences are fo extreme^ 
ly obvious that they muft have been perceived by my ene- 
mies themfelves, tho* it has not yet fuited their intereft tft 
acknowledge them. 

Interefted and artful Affociators, knowing thtf contrary 
all the time, have anxioufly endeavoured to confound 
what \fold, with what I thought : — my conduft, as a Booi^ 
feller, with my principles as a man ! — With this objcft i^ 
view, they have fought every occafion to 

** Infer the motive from the deed, and fhcwi 

**Th»t what I chanc'dj WM what I uemtt ,q do,'» ^**« 
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Tnis With fome, has fuccec('ed moft wonderfully, and the 
Alarmifts, and political hypocrites of the day, have brand- 
ed me with the filly epithets of 7^(/2/z(?a^, turbulent^ LeveU 
' ler, &c. &c, What is meant to arife from all this politic 
tal cant, is no hard matter to determine.-— *Tis merely a 
** Tub thrown out to the H^hale\* a Will with a whifp^ to 
lead the Swinifli multitude allray from their avowed pur- 
pofe of proeuridg a quantity of clean Jlraw^ and making 
their Jly a little more comfortable and eafy ! — If, by ap- 
plying thefe political watchwords to me, the Aflbciatioil 
intend to charge me with holding opinions contrary to their 
own ; that is, if they mean to charge me with being an 
enemy to public corruption, extortion, and opprelEon ; I 
plead guilty to the charge, and frankly confefs that to thefc 
things lam indeed an enemy. If to endeavour to accom« 
plifli in a peaceable and legal manner, a more fair and 
-adequate reprefentation of the people ; — if a defire to ob- 
tain a more impartial taxation, and abqlition of the Game 
Laws,* Prefs Warrants, and Tell Afls ; and the reduSioa 
of ufelefs places and enormous penfions; — ^if a wilh tq fee 
all thefc things accomplifhed, be Jiditious, the meafure of 
jny iniquity is full, for here ttiy fedition knows no bounds, 
but the bounds of the law. — If they intend by that won- 
der-working word. Leveller^ to infinuate that I am an advo- 
cate for that zoild vifionary fcheme of Equality, which Mr. 
Reeves and his gang, are fludiouHy adxious to make the 

* At the very moment that I write this, there is a man In the Kinc't 
HiNCH PftifONi who has been confined there /even years and eight 
month/ for thecoftsofa profecution commenced againil him by a J^^oolC' 
ma*, for being guilty of ihe high and atrocious Crime ol hzyxn^ z dead 
iiARB, inhis poffeflion ! 

If the AflTociators wilh for any further remarks on thefe mild, jujl and 
i^KiW/tf Lawty I refer them to \.htit favourite author, Jud^e Black.- 
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people of England believe confifts irf an iqualizatioti 6t 
property; — If they mean to ftigraatife me with holding 
iuch iionfenfical opinions ; I fliall only anfti^er, ikat thef 
inozD me better than to believe them. — That I am a friend to 
*'EquALfT\^" and the ** RiciHTs of Man/* proper- 
ly fo ca'led, I am h^ppy to have fo public an opportunity 
•f acknowledging* And that my old Friends, the Af- 
Ibciator^y fnay not have it in iheii" power to tbrtureand per- 
Tcrt tbefe expreffions ^ny more, as far as they relate to 
myfelf^ I Oiall here give them wfiat I Conceive to be 
their meaning. It ii then my firm conviftion, myiiioft de- 
cided opinion '* that all thre f 'iti/ens of a free State, (who 
•• have not forfeited it by Crimes) ought, and it is tkeit 

* RIGHT AS MEN, to enjoy an EQUALITY OF 
•* LIBERTY, an Equality of proteftion from the Laws, 
^ and an Equality in the right of protefting themr in'Rc- 
•* turn. The inequalities of Inheritance, and thofearifing 
•* from foperior Induftry, fuperior Education, or fuperior 
** Enterprize, are inequalities effential <o the very exif." 
** tence of Society : bat all unneceffary Inequalities of 

* pofitive Iftitutioh, Which affix Difgrace, and Difquali- 
f cation, on mere fpeculative Differences of Opinion, 
or on inferiority of PofRffions, are fubverfive of the' 
focial Compaft, tend to create Jealoufies againft Go- 
vernors, and to propag4te and augment thofe Diffen* 
eiitions, which are a difgrateto our Times.'** 

As ray poor Newspaper has been the unfortunate 
means of procuring me fo much honorable notice from 
the " powers ttiat be,*' permit me to fay a few words on' 
that fubjett. — The motives which firft induced me to 
publifli the Newark Herald, were I will frankly con-' 

* Seethe marly and conftitutional rffolutions of the Jufticei of 'b® 
KcwurkDivifioa Dec. lo^ 179% ; in the Newark Hkrald Jan. 2, i^9M 
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feft, a defireto benefit my fel fin a pecuniary point oFview 
tnd at the fame time to contribute as tar as the influence of 
fuch a medium could extend* to the fupport of public 
and Conftitutional freedom. In fuch a populous, opulsnt;, 
and con^mercial neighbourhood as that of Newark^ I 
4:onceived a Ne\yfpaper would be a great public advantage^ 
and confequently higWy acceptable to a very large pait 
of the community. I laid the foundation of thl$ paper, oa 
^he broad, hqneft beifis of Impartiality, and, if ei^er anf 
particular attachment ha^s yet be-en difcovercd in it, it isaa 
ATTACHiMENT TO THE RIGHTS QF THE 
PEOPLE, A paper conduSed on fuch liberal princi^. 
pies, was certain of receiving every fpecies of abufc anS- 
oppofition from thofe who were at all hoftile to iuch ^n 
undertaking, either fron^ perfoqal, fprvile, or intereftefl 
motives. Accordingly from the mean dependants oFa- 
larmed ariftocracy, it rereived the homage of their fears 
through their outrageous clamour againft it. Nothingw^as 
left undone, which malice» meannefs, or envy could fuggelL 
io fupprefs the Paper, arid prevent me from procurin<T am 
honorable fubfiftance by my own profeflion. — My political 
principles were affailed in every fhape. In this ftage of 
the bufinefs, I took up arras in my own defence, and ftateS 
^hefe principles? to the public. The public decided between 

• " As the enemies of Liberty, the Envious, and the Malicious have ir>du|i. 

V triovfly endeavoured to iwifreprcfent and vilify, the poliiical prinriplr* off 
</thePRiNTEao» THEN «WAR,pHERAi.D,he gladly embrace* the preX<iil 
•« oppotuniiy of fteppiig forwar4 his own vindication ; and as the publw 

V profcflion of poliiical fcatinients is now fo general, it may perhaps ap* 
** pear neceffary that his (hould alfo be laid before ^Jle public, InlleaA 

V then, of being an enemy to the Conftitution of this Country, as h«i 
«« been reported of him, the Printer fpontancouOy and unequivocally aflerta^ 
** fhathe is moil finccrcly attached to it as it was originally and unpoT* 
** ruptcdly created.— He admires its ftrufturc, l»e warmly approve* iw, 

V ipirit^ and he rejaiccsia looking back and contemplating iu ieoefici«l 
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me and my enemies.and determined the caufe in my fayor« 
The patronage of the paper from that moment encreafej 
«nd has fince encreafl^d far beyond my expe6lations« In'^ 
deed the Newark Herald is fo well aftabliflied and fo 
extenfively approved by the public, that my enemies 
may now bid adieu XQ 9il hopes of its fpeedy downfaU 

** tfft(\s i-r-hut at the fame time he laments the abufest)Mi4ifaYe impercep* 
#* tihiy Qrcpt intofo fair a fyftero, and he fervently wifties to fqe themre^ 
,*< formed. Inexpreffing this wilh he is influenced by no improper, no. 
*' feaitious motives. He thinks to reform wiU be to fave ; to repair, wil(, 
^^ he to prevent the edifice falling into ruia | and to concede, will be to. 
** conciliate the afSeflions of the People^ apd. ultimately pjevem.y not met*. 
** fion, convultion. Thefr important obje^s he hopes to fee accomplifliedi, 
** in a legal, iibrral, and peaceable manner. In this hope he is further 
*^ encouraged fiom knowing, that the powers of the Coaftitulionaie fully 
** adeq,uatp to its rciormatioo "—In cheriflxing thefe Centimeiits, and \k 
^ publicly avo'wing thefe opinions, he is perfuaded he i« adding as a firm,. 
*^ and (incerc friend to the real intcreils of his country. In the rational^ 
** temperate^ and lawful purfuit of thi^ obje£l„ and in his. efforts for th^ 
*' I^refcrvatiou of that facred palladium of £ngli(h Liberty, theFRiiooic- 
*^" OF Tus PR]ts.8, no offer of emolumei\t irom the «epal,. no dread o{ 
** vengeance from the powenful, qo fear of threaU {fyr thrcati have iee% 
** n/sdj from the corrupt and the arbitrary, il\all ever deter him. -^uck 
^ are his political opinions-^ai»d conformable to thefe opinions, he truftt> 
** has been his condu^ a< Painti* o» tk« Nkwark Hiralo.-i 
^* Warn^ed and animated with the Freedom he enjoys in his own Country 
•* he has ever cordially rejoiced to mark the ex,tenrion of general I^ib^Y 
*' to the reft of his fellow men ; and has exulted with the chara^eriftic 
*^ feelings of an £hglifliman, when it has been his grateful province to re- 
** cord the fall of Defpotifm, or the defeat of "tyranny. — In relatinj^ 
^ thofe great and aftonifhing Events which have recently paffed before tbq 
•* public eye,— events in which the dearcft intercfta of hyman nature bave^ 
** been involved— he has endeavoured to be copious, he if convinced hq 
^ has been impartial, and he is certain his information has been derivec^ 
4* from the bed fources. In, detailing alfo the important occurrences a^ 
** home, he is confeious no attachment to Party has ever yet been difceift* 
♦* able in his conduct, except, indeed, an attachment to that. Parly to 
«* which he publicly avows bis adherence,— T|iE PARTY OF TH6 
«* PEOPLE." 

N*WAtK Herald, J^tf». 2, 1753. 


tIfHABITANTS OF NEWARk; §0 

Here, my Fellow Townfmen, I fliould clofe this lon^ 
^cTdrefSy did there not remain one interefting charge fof* 
ine to anfwer, and which I now feel it will be both plea-i 
ling and honourable for me to db.-^it is this— -I am accu« 
fed of being, as an inhabitant of NewArk; d pdrt^ 
Ww /— 1 plead gililty to the accufationl The In- 
b£P£N2»£NT Int1£R£$t of mjjr native place, Yak 
ever had, and ever Will have*/ my Warnieft wiflies, and 
iny firm'efi perfonal fiipport \ is far as the WiflTes ^nd 
the exbrti6hs bf fo obfcure an lAdividulil as myfell; 
can go. — Cbmpofed of men of the firft charkf&sr for irt-^ 
tegrity and the love of Liberty ; ftrugglitig in the caufe 
of local &nd general Freedom^ and fuecefsfully exerting 
themfelves to emancipate their fellow Townfmen from 
the trammels of ariftocraey, it is an honour ito belong to 
fuch a party, and I glol-y in the diftmftibh ! Ever fince 
Iny mind could 'difcriminate between Liberty and Slavery, 
I have been zealoufly attached to this party from princi* 
pie and ihclinatibn.-*>I am now attached tb it by a tie nh 
moft as binding — the tie op Gratitude I — Some 
little time fubfequent to my late trials^^ unknown to; and 
unfolicited by me, the Gfentlemen of this party fubferi- 
bed and sipplied to my ufe^ a very handfome fuiH tdWarda 
defraying the enormous law expences of my various prd^ 
fecutions^ I Such an uncommon inftance of liberality 
and public fpirit, in fo fmall a circle, I feel the greateH 
poflfible degree of pleafure in making public } it reflect 
the higheft honour on thofe who raifed it, and to me it is 
peculiarly flatteiing. To have my condiift and principles 
("oapproved, and my {lender efforts in the caufe of Fretdoni^ 
to rewarded, more than overpays years ol imprifonment t 

* I (hottid think, myfelf the moft ungrateful of nieriy were I toomitthft 
public opponunhy of alfo returning my yivtmt,{i acknowledfmeou to a 
Society of Gentlcmtn of Newark and the neighbourhood^ for thf ix iltt4cr« 
iBg and difiBtereftedprefentof FxrTY PouNBt I ' 
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it makes even confinement a pleafure. It is an honodf . 
ipf which I fliallevcr be proud, and a gift for which t 
*(hall ever be grateful ! — I now leive it to you, my Fel- 
low Townfmen, to contrail the conduQb of this party, 
with thecon(iu£l 6lth& humane Aflbciators ;— ^o mark the 
unfeeling vindifUve malice of the one in purfuing ad 
innocent vidiin to deflru£lion, and the genero&ty of the 
other In fnatching him from ruin ;-^I leave it to you to 
'draw this contrail, and /then f^, to which party I ought 
^o be attached I 

In fpeaking thus warmly 6f 6ne pirty, it would give 
Vne extreme uneafinefs were it thought for a momeni 
that I intended to refleft indifcrimindtdy oh the other* 
in that party I know many charaSers who are orha«i 
toients to human nature^ who pofTefs the Utmoft liberality 
*f fentiment, atid whofe manners and condu£l have fecund 
thrm the efteem df the <i^hole town. God forbid 1 fihoirf J 
tefleft on charafi^rs like thefe f It is only on thb mean; 
the malicfbus", theunprincipled^nd the fervilfc, that 1 wifh t« 
fix that oditim to tvhich the turpitude of their conduft (6 
juftly entitles them ; and that odmrii I believe has been 
already fixed on their heads by an indignant public. Iil 
•the hands of that public I therefore leave them, wellaf* 
fured, thai thdir flagitious p^roceedings, will finally nteet 
With the contempt, deteitatioiit, and abhorrence bi all ho^ 
lieft, difmterefted men. 

And notAr, iiiy fellow Citizens, taving detained you fo 
long on thefe topics, it is high time 1 wound up the thread 
of mv narrative, and pUt an end to all further efforts of 
your patience: 1 htg pardon for being, I fear,- too prolix, 
tninute, and defultory ; and I would alfo apologize for the 
too glarihg inaccuracies of my language, and tRc varioas 
inelegancies of my ftile ; did I not know that your cati- 
dour and liberality are more than adequate to overlook 
ibe deficieneies of both. My object has been to tell a 


** r£iund unvarnijhed talc"\ I have told it to the beft of my 
ability; had I known, how, I would have told it better^. 
Such as It is, I leayeit with confidence to you ; affured^ 
that however you may diflike the m0iiner\ you will not 
fail to dojuftice to the nmtUr contained in the preceding 
pages,— « You will do jufticcj between, me apd my enemies* 
5y your decifipn I; fhi^U implicitly and with pleafure abide, 
convinped that it will be the decifion of Truth and Impar* 
tiallty. Believe miP,tbis is not,the language qf unmeaning 
complaifance, but the genuine effufion.of pure refpeft and^ 
gratitude. Ta, you in particular, my Fellow. Tow nfmen, 
i; principally owe my flattering fuccefs in^bufinefs, and to., 
you it is, that I. chiefly look up for future fupport. Your 
good eftecm, next to th^ approbatioa.of my own. heart, is 
ail lam ambitious to. acquire, and {hould you determine^ 
that my condu£l^ entitles m^ to .your regard ; flipuld you, 
pronounce that I have honorably fuflferei in the facred 
qaufe of Liberty,, niy happinefs will be then compleat^ 
The Ptrfecutions.1 have already had the honor, to experi- 
ence, are, and ever will be, my ppde apd exultation, as they 
have been occafioned by an, attachment to that beft of all. 
caufes ; the caufe of all mankind — the cause Qr Free* 
JDOM ! Imprifonment I fliall henceforth unceafingly con^ 
fideras the mp!l fortunate event of my life^ if it is th^. 
ineans of fecuring me your approbation. 

With fentimcnts of thepureift refpefl» eftcem and gra^ 
tjtude« 

I; remain^ Fellow Townfmen^ 

Your obliged and very faithful; 

Humble Servant, 

Firfl Year of ImpHfonmm, \ DANIEL HOLTm. 
l^mQATE, ^«. ax. 1794. / *'. » -^ . a^ 
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HIS GRACE THC TtVKE OF RICHMOND^ 
TO LIEUTENANT COLONEL SHARMAN; 

TO) WKICK 14 tOBJOIMEa 

A COPY OF HIS GRACE'* BILL, 

Y O R A 

Parliamentary Reform^ 


''SIR. 

•* T have been honored with a Letter from 
-^ Belfaft, dated the igihof July laft, writ-, 
ten in the name of the Committee of Correfpondence ap« 
pointed by the delegates of forty five Volunteer Corps 
lOembled at Lifburn on the ift of the fam^ month, '* for 
taking preparatory fleps to fon^ard their intention! 0% 
the fubjefl of a more equal Reprefentation of the People 
in Parliamcoti" and figned by their feccetary^ Henry Jojr^ 
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In this letter, after (hewing the corrupt ftate of the Bot 
roughs in Ireland^ the geners^l opinion of the people that 
the Conftit\ition ca;i be.reftored to its ancient purity and* 
vigour by no otheic means than 9 Parliamentary Reform^ 
and informing xpe of the fieps which have been taken an(^ 
are taking by the Volunteers, in determining to procure, 
this defirable pbjeft, the Committee is pleafed "to requel 
toy {entimen^ and a|ivice as to tS^e bed, molt eligible and, 
XBoft practicable mode pfdeliroying, reftraining, or coun* 
tera£ling this hydra of corruption, Borough influence, ift. 
f>rder to lay my opinion before the provincial affembly of 
delegates which is to be h^ld at Dungannon on the 8th o( 
September next*'' 

* This grezit mark of confidence, from gentlemen ift 
whom-fo much trufl is placed, does me great hpnouf ,; for 
as I have not the pleafure of being perfonally known to 
any of th^m, I can owe it but't6 the fartrourable opinion 
they are pjeafc^^ tp- entertain of my cwftant ^d zpajouij 
endeavours in the public fervice. 

I am fenfible that the only proper return I can make for 
this honorable diflinSipn, i^ to obey their cotflmands in the. 
beft manner I am able ; for although my inJufficiency for 
fo arduous a talk would afford me but too irood an eXcufe 
for declining it, yet I f^el it would be inconfiftent \fitb mjf 
ideas of the obligation every man is.utKler to fervQ the. 
public as well as he can.; if I was to refufe giving mjr 
opifiions, fuch as they are^ when thu$ c alkd uponJ^y % 
lefpeSable bpdy of ^nUeiTien. 

Befidcsiny inability, I have to regret the want of rifl* 
lb colieft and arrange iqy thoughts in fuch a manner a^l^ 
be fit to appear before you, and the^ieteffary limits of i' 
IciHer, xvfcich wilf not admit of the e^tenfive Jtt?«ftig«w>0- 
VhicI^ a fubje6|t ot this vaft iinporunca def^rves ^ iot ^ 
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though I lear'I muAbelong, I am fenfible I cannot do it 
juftice. 

The fubjeft of a parliamentary reform is that which of 
all others, in my opinion, moft dcferves the attention of the 
publit, as I conceive it would include* every other advan- 
tage which a nation can wifh ; and I have no hefitation ia 
faying^ that from every confideraticin which I have beeil 
able to give to this great queflton, that for many years has 
dccupied my mind, and from every day's experience to the 
prefent hour, I am more aiid more convinced that the 
rejlaring the right df voting univerfally to evety man, not 
incapacitated by nature for want of reafon^ or by law fa^ 
the commijjionof crlrAes^ together zvith annual eleSions^ is the 
only relorm that can be effeftual and permanent. 1 am 
further convinced that it is the only refoim iYiii is prac^ 
iici^ble. 

All other plans that are of a palliative nature have been 
ifound infufficient toiiitereft.and animate the great body of 
Iht people, from whofe earneftriefs alone any reform cart 
be expefied. A long excluHon from any (hare in the \e.m 
giil^ture of their country has rendered the great mafs of 
the people indifferent whether the monoply that fubCftst 
continues in the hands of a more or \tU extended compa* 
liy ; or whether It is divided by them irfto Ihare^ of fome* 
what more or lefs jull proportiohs. The public feels it* 
felf unconcerned in thefe contefts, except as to theopprefj 
fioirs it endures, and the exaftions it fuffers, which it 
knows iiiuft continue fcf long as the people remain depri- 
ved of all coHtroul ov^r their reprefentatives. This indif^ 
fetence of theirs, when the laft attempt was made foraddi. 
iiorial county members, was ufed by your opponents as aiii 
argtimeniagaioft all reform ; it wasafked wicha triuniphaat 
iir, wh^re ^ira the petitions from the inhabitants oi Btr^ 
mingham, Manchefier, Hali[ax, and other great unrepre* 
fented towns ? And their filence was deemed a proof of 
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their acquielcence and fatisfa£Uon in the prefent fomi or 
elefiions ! The truth is, that the people tiave been lb often 
deceived, that they will now fcarciely truftany fet of men j 
and nothing biit felUevident cbnVifiion, th^t a meafurei 
tends efief^ually to the recdvet-y of their rights, can or 
indeed ought to iiitereft theih in it^ f^vor, 

Thelefler reforth haft been attempted with every pofl 
iible advantage in its favor ; not only from the zealous 
fupport of the advocates "for a mote efiFeduAl one, but 
from the afliftance of men bt great weight both in and 
out of power. But with all tnefe temperaments and 
helps it has failed. Mbt one profeI}rte has been gained 
from corruption, nor has the lead ray of hope been held 
cut from any quarter, that the Houie of Commons wai 
inclined to adopt any other mode of reform. The weight 
of corruptioii has cruflied this inore gentle, as it would 
have defeated any more e£Scaciousplan in the fame circum- 
ilances. Froili that quah^r therefore I have nothing to 
hope. It is fiom the people sft large that I ekped an^ 
good. And I am convinced that the only ^av to mAt 
them feel that thefy are reailly concerned in the bufinefs, 
is to contend for ihe\r/uU^ that and indifputable fighU 
cf univeffdi tep*efentaiion. I call them fueb, not only 
from my own conviflion, but from the tfdmiffion of the 
friends to the more moderate plan, who in the fecond ad» 
drefs of (be YorkQiire Comriiittee to the people^ confefs 
tbait our claims are founded on the true principles of tht 
conftitutiori, and only objeft to them on account of 
impra&icabiKty. But their plan has now had a fair trial, 
and (if it is from the inclination of parliament that prac- 
ticability is to be expelled) hai been found as imprafiica^ 
ble as ours. The more extenfive plan, at the fame titnt 
that its operation is more complete, depends on a more 
«ffefi:ual fupport, that of the people. 


i 


am Slfb perfuacfed that if the fchcme For daditional 
tbiinty lAembers' had proceeded any further, infinite diffii 

fctiities wouTd have ^rifen in adjufting it: Neithe): the 
Yorkfliire committee hor Mr; Pitt have the detail of theif 
plan. A juft reparation would have been a inoft intricate 
taflc, fbr where different interefts arc feparatcl^r repref^nt-^ 
fed, the pi'oportion is n(5t vety cafy td afcftrtain. The doubt 
you' flate concerning ibis xnode of reform appeat-s to m6 
"i^rell founded; a few great families might divide a touxity 
Between thehi aiid cHufe the rii6mbers by d koufe lift, lik<$ 
£aft India Dire£lors. Another difficulty from the increafe of 
the number of Members which might render the houfe more 

tumultous than deliberative, as its weight. But the greateik 
bbje£lion^in my opinion,ta this and to every other harrow and 
contra3ed plan of reform, is, that it proceeds upon the fame 
bad principle as the^ufe it pretends to reflify ; it h ftill 
partial apd^ unequal ; a vaft majority of the community is 
ftill left unrcprefented). and -its mofl elTential concerns^ 
lifci liberty and property, continiie in the abfolute difpoial 
of thoCe whom they do not chufei and over whom thejr. 
have ho controul. In tlie arrangemehis of plans of this 
iind there is iio feeding principle to deteimine that ih6 ad- 
dition ought lo be, one hundred, fifty, or two hundred } thaf 
ttie allolmenf fhbuld be acct)rdin^ vi the popufatiori, pro^ 
perty, or taxes paid in each county if that any fuppofed 
proportion between the landed and trading intereH 
it the juft one^ and that the divifion of couifty and city 
members will correfpond with this proportion when founds 
All is at fea without any compafs to enable us to diftinguilk 
the fafe from the dangerous courfe. 

But in the more liberal and great plan of univerfal re* 
pre/intationy a clear and diftinfl principle at once appears 
that cannot lead us wrong. Not conveniency but right : . 


It it U not Si maxim dI our eonfthutiod, tb^ t ftritill 
fubjeft is to be governed; onI)r by laws to which he ba^ 
confented by bitnlelf or his repr^leqtative^ w« fl^puld in^ 
Sandy alotnclc^ th^ error ; but if it is ibe efieiHia I oi fre^* 
4oni, founded on ihe eternal prtneiples of juftice and wif« 
^om» and our unalienable birtb^rigbt, vrt Qiould not hefu 
late in averting it, Let us then but detetraine to z& oit 
thi« broad principle, ot ^ving U every tndn his own^ and we 
ihall immediately get rid of all the perplexities to which 
^e narrow ngtious of partiality and eXclufion muileverbe 
fMbjea* 

In iM dlgetling ^ plan tipoti this noble fouiidation w^ 
Aall not find any difliculty that the raoft common under- 
Handing and pains will not eafily furmount. It does not 
recjuire half the ingenuity of a common tax bill } and as a 
proof of this affertion 1 myfelf dre^r the form oi a bill 
fpr this purpofe^ which I prefented to the Hchife of Lords 
in 1780; not as a perfeS work, but merely, to Ihcw how 
cafijy the objeftlons to the praSicability of the plAn, and 
the inconveniences that are fuggefiifd, might be got over. 

■ • 

I believe, the fending yw a copy of mybiU will bp the 
heft way bf explaining ks operations* I Iw^e not one 
ready at this moijoent, but it flia|I iopn follow thiSr 
letter^ 

I fliall therefore oftly mention at prcfent^afew of its 
pfovi{ion>s^ which I think Mtirely remove the mO!fi plau* 
fible objefiiohs that have betn urged againft it. 

Theprefent number of Members in the Houfe of Com- 
fnons is preferved, fo that all apprelienfion from too nu-' 
iB^fous an aflembly ceafes/ 

An account of the whole number of males of age in the 
Kingdom is to be taken and divided by the number of 
members to be fent| which will find the quota of ele&ort 


f^chttfifcrcoie itiamber ; tenq: tBebafi iceomits I can nawf 
^€t/itvrUl be about two iksmfand and fix iimndred i daefs 
We to be fonmad imo dift^Stqrbo^ugbslr^mtbe moft 
cmitig«oos> parift^s ; zkA 1^ bavhig. all tbe eIci€kioiui 
' IbrougbMl^ha kiiigdoiEki>'iii bM ami tbe f^raeday', atsdl 
l^en in«aa;& parifti. ^1 fear o£ riot 4nd:ti«ip]t»vaRiihes,r. 

ThegreatexpcfriceofeleHiooSjWbiQbarifes chiefly fron% 
the coft of conveying elfeSors-jto the phce of poilj anden«% 
icrtainmg tbem there and on thp road, will be no rtiore 
when every inaji wilt vote iii, hi& oWn parifh. Bribery 
mud enlirelyceafe ; in a fingle borough it wouldfce diflS^sult: 
oA fo many as to h^ve any efffe6l,.inipoflible» The nura* 
Tbers t^|>e bought would be Infinitely tQogireat for any- 
purfe. Befides, annual parliaments, by their frequ^ncj^ 
and by their &oi:tnei^,. would dpubfy, operate lAprevcntinj^ 
CorruptiQHv ' ^ 

The vaft expeace of petiiion^ tojwrHamertl Pn jKrcouot 

jDf illegal returns, would be Hedu^ei almflfft tp nbtbingii 

The points: on which theiecofiloll^^eqeiraUy turn, are,^lre 

^ualificatipns pi the ele&oss li^nflefc t^e fiilm^^rl^fs; reflric«« 

4ions the ^pr^fent laws. hary«^ t^pofed^ which. inquire th^ 

^uencUmce.of wkneffcsi :t}ie- j^tadtiftioB of:.r§Qoids» ap4^ 

^ye fubj^a ta infinite difj^me. ^H ^ihent Hfe-iaiher quidim 

fication feall be ncceffacy biA that'ot ;bteiflg;a.Briji(h fub^ 

ie9» and of age,^ there can be but little left to contend upoa 

as to the right of eleftprs to. vote^ Alt otKer qiieftioas^ 

that could afford ground ior a petition wogld be trifling, 

and miglit^ be deoided in one day. Many otb'cr objeSi^ 

ons kreobVia^d by the bilT^ but it is uccdfefs bere toniea^ 

tion them* 

■ «. 

3ut there is another fort of objefliion. agai^A :(^hich n^ 

pKoyi&on <?an be made, ais it is merely imaginary. It ^, 

'feared b]c fome, tbat the infltfence o£ pow^r.^aodxi^bcS 

Q a 


will give to the ariflocracy- fo great a lead in'tbefe ettf^lon* 
as to place the whole government in their hands. Others 
again dread, that when paupers and the low^ orders of 
the people IhaH hs^ve an eqval vbite with the firft conuQon^ 
cr in the kingdom, we (hall faU into a^l the co^fulion of 
a democratic republic. The contraripcy of thcie twroapt 
prehenQon^ mght of itfelt be a. fuf&cient oroof that neither 
extreme will take place. It is true, that the pooreft man 
in the kingdom v^ill have an equal vote with the firft, for 
the chpice of the perfon to whom be tiufls his all; and I 
think he pught to have that equal degree of fecuriiy a- 
g^iinft oppreffion. It is alfo true, th^t men of fuperior 
fortunes will have a fuperipr degree of w<^ight and in^ 
fluence : andl think that as education and kuoyr ledge ge« 
iierally attend property, thof9 who ppfTefs ^hem ought to 
liave weight and influence with the more ignorant. But 
the eflential difference will be, that although the people 
may be led they cannot be driven. Property will have 
'its weight, as it ever muft have, in all governments ; and 
1 conceive, that in this plan it will precifeiy find its juft 
proportion combined with talents and charaSer. A man 
pf great property that is beloved and efieemed, will, as he 
ought, have the great eft fway ; but tyranny and oppreffioa 
though attended with riches may be refifted, and will no 
longer be attended with a burguge tenure at command. 

Another rvibje£l of apprehenfioa is, that the principle 
ipf allowing to every nian an equal right to vote tends to 
equality in other refpefts and to level property. To i^e 
it feems to hav^ a dircA cpn^rs^ry tendency. The equal 
Tights of men to fecurity from oppreiSon, and to the en- 
joyments oi life and liberty, ftrike me as perfeSly com- 
apatible with their unequal ihares of iuduflry, labour auq 
genius, which are the origin of inequality of fortunes^ 
P^he equality and inequality of men are both foun(ied ia 


^M^^ ; duxi'VfhilSt we dp inot coa found the ' two, and on-» 
ly fupport bev eAabliibipeots, we cannot err^ The pro«. 
teflion of property appears to me one of th<: mod eHen« 
tial ends of ibciety.; and fo fajc from injuring it by thit. 
plan, looQceive it to be. tlje on^y mesuis of prcferving 
it; for thcprefent fyl):em.is baflcning w.i,tlj gre^t flrjdes tqi 
^ periJe£i • equality in univerjal poverty.. 

•It has . been faid, that this plan- of extending- the tight 
of voting to every individual creates much uneafinefs in 
the minds of (piiet and* well difpofec) perfon^ ; and that if 
paupers^ vagabonds, and perfon? of no property,, were lef^ 
put, there wquld be no objeftipn to extend it, tp all 
boufeholders dfid pecfpns paying taxes,, and th<it th^fjeimet 
^iyifion into diftrijtls might take pla^e. My anfwer is. 
(hat I knowof noinan, J.et h^im beevei: fo poor,, who ii| 
his confun^ption of food and ufe of raiment,, does not pay 
^taxes, and that I would wilh tq encourage an enthufiafm 
lor his country in the brealt of every fubjeft,. by giving 
}iijnihisjuft Qutq in its government, I r<eadily admit, 
that fuch an aheration would be a yaft improvement ; bu( 
I mult prefer the adhering rigidly to a feli-eyident prin- 
cipfe, etpecially when attended with no inconvenience in 
the execution, that I can forfee. ' Befides, we fliouhj 
again fall Into the difficuhies of drawing the line offepa« 
lation, and into the difputes about qualification. 

The apprehenfions that our gqvernment wili becom^ 
^00 democratic, have been Mrged on another ground. It 
has been i^id, that the Houfe of Commons has ufurped 
fbe whole power of government : t^at the crown in reali- 
ty no longer poflefles its negative, and muft in all things 
be ruled by the Houfe of Commons : that the Houfe of 
Lords, in confequence of its exclufion (by the will of the 
Houfe ef Coniinons arid not by law) from interfering in 
money bills, no longer in fa£l cxercifes the fun£lions of % 


branch of the legifhture : tlwKtthe only nwww hy "whi^ 
'the balance of the conftitution is now in any dtigrce pre* 
fcrved, is by the irregular influence of the crown ind of 
the Peers in the Houfe [of Commons': and that'll they 
iire excluded from interference there^ a.s U is fiifpofci 
Will be the cafe if this bill pafTes, and sirb not reftored ta 
their original fli4re of power, the equrlibriinn will be dbi 

firoye4« and th^ GovefameAt become W^^^ ^^^ 
^ratic* 

*ro remedy this objeSion, it has beeti .atiiWercd Vf 
Others, that it is but juft and reafonabIe» and that thcj? 
Inean at the fame time that the Commonisare reftored td 
fheir rights, that the Crown acnd the Peers ffiould recover 
theirs. This anfwer has been tidicaled in my opinioti 
with more wit, than folidity of argumieht ' It has bcca 
rcpriefented as admitting ths^t whilft the Hbufe of C(OT« 
xnonsr contimae corrupt, the King and Lords fhonld faU 
initto its decifions;bot that when it Oroiitd really fpeak 
the voice oi the people, then it Would he right ta levivft 
the tdotmant powers of rcfiftitig it. 

For my part I agree in opinion with thofe who arc for 
reftoring to all part^ of the ftate their j^uft rifhts at tbe 
famt time; to do it generally, not parcially, is what Imuft 
contend for. At the fame time» I admit thai I am not 
for reftoring the negative of the crown. My reafon \h 
%hit it appears to me prepofterous th^t the will of one 
man fliould forever obftfuift every regulation which all 
the reft of the nation may think neceffary. 1 objeft to it 
as 1 would to any other prerogative 6{ the crown, ot 
privilege of the lords, or people, that is noc founded upott 
reafon. 

But I agree, that if the Houfe of Commons was rcdu- 
eed to iu natural dependence on the people alonei and the 


■Jircfent lyfietn of.niakin); it the cxcliiiliVe part 6f govern- 
tnent was C0QtiQiie4» ^ve (bould- approach to a pure demo* 
cracy more than our conftitution warrants, or than I wjflt 
lo fee. I am nat for a democrat;ic any mUre than for a 
brillocratic, or monarchic government, folely ; I am ior . 
that admnable mixture of the three, that our inimitable 
and comprehenfive conftitution has eftablifhed : I with 
to fee the executive part of government revert to where 
the conititution has originally placed it, in the hands ol 
the Crown to be carried on by its minifters : thofe mi- 
x^iljt^rs under the controul of parliament ; and parliament 
urider th^ coqtroul of the people. I would not have par- 
liament made, a« it daily is, a party concerned in every 
afl; of ftate, whereby it becomes the executive for which 
it is not calculated, and.lofes its fuperint ending and. con« 
trouling ppwef, which h the nJain end of its inftitution» 
For when the two houfes dre previoufly pledged by ad- 
drelTes, votes and refolutions, it becomes extremely diffi* 
cult for them afterwards to cenfure ineafurcs in which 
they have been fo. deeply engaged by afts ot their own. 
Another great inconvenience arifes from parliament's ta- - 
king fo much of the e^xecutive of government on itfelf, 
which is, the excelDve length of the feflions ; an evil which 
of late has gr-eatly encreafed^ Now that parliament is^ en* 
gaged in every detail in order to fcreen the minifler, it 
^ever can finift its biiffnefs till the middle of the fummer, 
when the independent country gentlemen, tired of a long 
attendance and hot weather in town, is retired to his pri- 
vate bufmefs in the country, and that of the public left 
to be fettled in thin houfes by a few dependents of the 
minift^r* A £bort feflion of two or three months would 
be fufficient to examine the expenditure of former grants^ 
tQ make new ones, ta. redrefs grievances and pafs fuch 
(eaef al law/s. an cirgumflances might rehire.- The incoa* 
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vcnicncy kni cxpehce to a private member of parliameni 
ifi attending his duty would then be rrifling ; and infteid 
of forty cottJrtoncrs and three peers to form a quorum td 
ffccide the grealeft matters of ftate, the attendance of ,tw6 
thirds bf eaeh body, which would give rifpeft to I heir 
proceedings, might and ought to bfe required. 1 am al- 
f6 fre< to owrt my opinion, that wheii the Hoiife of Lordi 
(ball be effeftually preveiited frdm having any influence 
in the Houfe of Cotnmons, a^ I think it «huft by this billi 
it fliould at the fame tinle leco^^er its equal rightj inever/ 
refped with the Hbufe of Coiiimohs as ado-ordinite branch 
<yf the legiflature. Tbefe fentinlents are I think confo- 
nant to the idea fo Well expfefled iri your letter io the vo- 
lunteer army of the province of Uifter, •• to reflore to' 
the Crown its origirial fplehdor, to nobility i£s ancient: 
privileges, arid to the riation at lai-ge its inherent rights.'* 
LbelieVe I have rtow troubled you with all that is ne- 
ceCTaty concefnifig my plan. My Bill will (hew the de- 
tail as far as concerris the HoiiTe of Commons and ihe 
election of Scotch Peers i The regulations for reftoririg 
to the Crotvn its executive ai!id to the Mouic of Lords ItJ 
deliberative fun£tions fbould be added to and forhi a part 
of this Bill ; but I haVenOtis yet had (ime and lelfure to 
prepare them. 

In what I have faid, 1 have fliewn my opinion con- 
concerning theafl, gdy 4th, 6th, and 8th qucftions yon 
have propofed to me« There remains the 2dy jitbandjth 
to be confidered. 

In rerpcfl: to the fecond which I prefume delates to the 
admiffioir of Rowan CathoHcs to vote at efeftions, I cait 
only fay, that the fame principles which go to^ civil liberty 
equally lead to liberty of confciende : I admire ^ith yoii 
the glorious fphrit of toleration which you fay has united 
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tlie once diftraftccl inhabitants of Ireland into one iridif- 
Ibluble mafs ; And lam fure that nothing fhort of evident 
danger to the ftate can warrant its interference in religious 
opinions. But unacquainted as I am with the ftate of 
Ireland, it is impoffible for me to know the prefent temper 
and difpofition of the Roman Catholics there, aind thofe 
only who are on the fpot can judge how far e^cclufions of 

this fort arc neceffary, or ought to extend. 

• 

With regard to the ^tb queftion\- if voting by ballot is^ 
advifable ? I am clearly of opinion that it is not. The 
idea of a ballot can have arifen but to avoid the efFe£l of 
fome improper influenee ; and I conceive it much more 
xioble, diredly to check that influence, than Andiretily to 
cva^e it by concealment and deceit. I aft convinced thsit 
trivial circum fiances in things like this tend greatly to 
-form the national charafier ; and that it is moft confident 
with that of a firitifli or Iriih freemim, that all hU aQion^ 
fiiould be open and avowed, and that he ihould not be' 
afliamed of declaring in the face of his country whom he 
wiihes to intruft with its intereftsv Upon the fame idea 
that ballots may be a cover for independence, they mufli 
alfo be a cloak for bribery and a ichool for lying and de« 
ccit. , 

As to the 7th queftion, whether it would not be eqxtita* 
ble or expedient that Boroughs now in the poiTeflion of 
individuals (hould be purchafed by the nation ? I think 
that although no man can have a ftri£l. claim in equity to 
be refuidded the lofs of what neither buyer nor feller had a 
light to barter, yet it will be wife to purchafe the good- 
\^ill, or at leaft to foften the refiftance, oi the prelent 
jpowerful pofTelTorjs of boroughs by a moft ample compenr 
fation. ' The liberties of a nation cannot be bought top 
dear ; but the whole coil ot thefe boroughs would nol^ 
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amount to the profits of one jobbing contra£l« 

I have now anfwered all the queftions you were pleafed 
to propofe ; but 1 mull mention another advantage which 
ought to recommend the meafures you are purfuing i9 
every, friend to the internal peace and quiet of the king- 
dom, which IS, that when the people have obtained a re- 
gular, legal, and fpeedy way of giving effeft to theii fenti- 
ments, there can no. longer be anv apprehenfion df their 
endeavouring to redrefs tliemfelves by mobs and tumults ; 
and even fuch regular and well conduced meetings as 
yours will become, needlefs. I mention this circumftance 
with the more fatisfafiion, as it ftamps your condu6t with 
the mod unequivocal marks of difintereded patriotifm. 
Power, when once acquired, is generally endeavoured to 
be preferved by its poffeffors ; but you after havmg taken J 
up yours from neceffity, and employed it ufefully, arie 
now endeavouring with unexampled virtue to render its 
continuance unneceflary. For great as your fer- 
vices have foeen^ in fo foon forming a complete army, 
in the advantages you. have procured for your country, in 
the good order you have preferved, and in the efficacy you 
have given to law, you will derive ftill greater credit, in 
my opinion, from your good fcnfe in feeing that a great 
military force totally .onconne6ledwth the civil govern- 
ment cannot be a permanent eftablifliment in a free coun- 
try, w^iofe fii ft principle is never to truft abfolute power 
in any hands whatever. Your prefent endeavours to re- 
ftore the conflitution to its purity and vigour evidently 
tend to make this and every extraordinary inftitution un- 
neceflary • for when the people are fairly and equally re- 
preiented in parliament, when they have annual opportu- 
nities of changing their deputies, and through them of 
controuling every abufe of goveinmentin a fafe, cafy, 
and legal way, there caj> be no longer any reafon for re- 
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curring to thofe ever dangerous though fometimes necefla^ 
Ty expedients of an armt d force, which nothing but a 
bad government can jufty. Such a magnanimous end to 
your proceedings, vi.hen after having reftoied liberty, 
commerce, and a free government to your country, you 
fliall voluntarily retire to the noble chara£ler of private 
citizens, peaceably enjoying the bleifingsyou have procu-. 
red, win crown yoiij: labours with cverlafting glory, and 
is worthy the genuine patriotic fpirit which animates the 
Irifli Volunteers, 

Before I conclude, I beg leave to exprefs a wifli that 
the mutually eflential connexion between Great Britain 
and Ireland may foon be fettled on fome liberal and fair 
fooring. That which did fubfift was on fuch narrow and 
abfurd principles that no friend to either kingdom* can re- 
gret its lofs : founded on confiraint and dependence, in- 
compatible with the condition of freemen, Ireland had an 
indifputable right to diffolve it whenever fhe chofe fo to 
4o. But furely, if we do not meaif a total feparation, it 
would be right to agree upon fome new terms by which 
we are to continue conne£led« I have always thought it 
for the intercft oi the two iflands to be incorporated and 
form one and the fame kingdom, with the fame legiilature 
Sleeting fometimes in Ireland as well as in England.- But 
if there are difficulties to fuch an union not to begot over 
at prefent, fome fort of/aderal union at Icaft between the 
two kingdoms feems ncqefTary to afcertain the many cir- 
cumftances that concern their joint interefts ; and an uni- 
on of this fort may now be formed with much greater 
propriety than before, as it will be fanftified by the free 
confent of independent nations. 

. I do conceive that fome fleps of this fort is abfolutely 
iiecel£uy, becaufe the prefent footing, of feparation ratbejr 

Pa , 
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than anion, is tooi unfair to be able long to {ubflft. En- 
gland, befides the load of the whole debt contraded for 
the ufe of both kingdoms, bears all the burdens of naval 
defence and foreign negociations, and by far more 
than its proportion of the land fervice in time of war. 
Biit vhat is worfe, is, that there is no certainty now left 
that we Ihall have the fame enemies and the fameiriends: 
Different interefts as theym^y appear, may lead one king- 
dom to think a war neceflary, and the other to remain in 
peace: the fame king, in hi$ different kingdoms, may think 
. It wife to follow the a4vice of his refpe£live parliaments : 
I need Scarcely add, that the unavoidable confequences 
of fuch a difference are a war bietween tl^e two kingdoms. 
Unlefs fome fettlement takes place upon thefe and many 
other important fubje£ls, lam far fromr being cleai that it 
will be for the advantage of liberty in eithei kingdom, that 
its Monarch ibould continue the fovereign of a neigb« 
bouring ft^te with which it has no conne3iop, I am 
(Icnfibie that there are great difficulties attending tbe ati* 
jufimeilt of fuch an union, and that it requires great wtf- 
dom and temper to form it, efpecially on the part of Irc- 
^nd, whkh muft feel that (he ought to prive the preponde? 
xance to Great Britain ; but I am fure the bufinefs ought 
not to be neglefied, and that every true friend to both 
kingdoms ought to giye it.his moft zealous affiilasce. . 

I beg pardon for having gone into a fubjeft not irnmc* 
diately belonging to that, upop which you have defired my 
opinion, but 1 thought it fo connefted with it, and at the. 
fame time fo important, that I truft you will e^^cufe ray 
having introduced it. I fear I have been very long, but 
it w^ impoffible for me to cpmprefs fo much niatter into 
alefs compafs, and When yoii wiffaed to have my opinion 
Ithought it bell to give it fully, or at leaft as fully as I 
ppuld in*^ letter. If itcbntaips one Ihought that can he 
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ttCdul I ihall be happy. I have onl^ fo afTure the Com. 
mittee of the zeal I feel for the caufe the Voliuiteera 
\k2Lve undertaken, to the fupport of which I fliall ever be 
ready to give every afllltance in my power ; and that it 
is with the highell refpefl and admiration for their con^ 
4u£l, that I have the honour to be 

Their moil obedient 

and mioft humble Servant, 

RICHMOND, (^6. 


A BILL, ENTITLED, 

An AQfot declaring and rejloring the natural^ unalUnahle^ 
and equal right of all the Commons of Great Britain (ium^ 
Jants^ perfons oj infahe mind^ and criminals inc'apacilattSL 
by law^ only excepted) to vote in the eteSion of their Re'^ 
prefentatives in Parliament : For regulating the mariner 
of Juch eleBions : For rejloring annual Parliaments: For 
giving an hereditary feat to thejixteen Peers which Jhatl 
h cleSedfor Scotland: Andf$r ejia,blijhing more equita^ 
He regulations concerning the peerage of Scotland. 

T^STHEREAS the life, liberty, and properly of every 
^ man is or may be afFefled by the law of the land 
in' which he lives, and every man is bound to pay obedi* 
Cnce to the fame. 

And whereas, h% the conftitution of this kingdom, the 
right of making laws is veiled in three eftates of King, 
J-ords, and Commons, in Parliament affembly, and the con. , 
Spm of «U the tbrf e faid Eftates, comp'reh^ndij&g t\\9t 
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whole community, is neceflary to make laws which hmi 
the whole community. 

And whereas the Houfe of Commons reprefents all the 
Commons of the realm, and the confent of the Houfe of 
Commons binds the confent of all the Commons of the 
realm, in all cafes on wbich the kgiflature is competent 
to decide. 

And whereas no man is, or can be aAually reprefentei 
who hath not a vote in the ele£lion of his Reprefentative. 

And whereas it is the right of every Commoner of tlis 
realm (infants, perfons of infane mind, and cnminals in- 
capacitated by law, only excepted) to have a vote in the 
ele6lion of the Reprefentative who is to give his confent j 
to the making of laws by which he is to be bound. 

. And whereas the number of perfons who are fufieredto 
vote for ele£ling the members of the Houfe of Commons 
ido not at this time amount to on e Jixth part of the whole 
commons of this realm, whereby faf the greater part of 
the faid commons are deprived of their right to ele6l their 
Reprefentatives ; and the confent of the majority of the 
whole community to the paffing of laws is given by per- 
fons whom they have not delegated for fuch purpofe ; and 
the majority of the faid community are governed by laws 
made by a very fmall part of the faid community, and to 
which the faid majority have not in fa£l confented by 
themfclves or by their reprefentatives. 

And whereas the flate of eledion of members of the 
Houfe of Commons hath in procefs of time fo grofsly de-* 
viatedjrom its fimple and natural principle of Reprefen- 
tation and equality, that in feveral places the members are 
returned by the property of one man : that the fmalled 
JBoroughs fend as many members as the largeft Countie&s 
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and that a majority of the reprefentatives of the whole 
nation are chofen by a number of voters not not exceedmg 
twelve ihoufand. 

Now for remedy of fuch partial and unequal Reprefen- 
tation and of the many mif chiefs which have arifen thete- 
from ; and for reftoring, afferting, and maintaining the 
rights of the Commons of this realm, be it declared and 
ena3ed, and it is hereby declared and enaQed, by the 
King's moil excellent Majelly, b^' and with the advice and 
confent of the Lords Spritual and Temporal and Com. 
xnons in this prefent Parliament affembled and by the au- 
thorttyof the fame, that every Commoner qfthisrecUm[tx^ 
oepting only infantty pcrfons of infai\e mind, and criminals 
incapacitated by law) hath a natural^ unalienable^ and equal 
right to vote in the eleSion of his RepreferUative in Parliament 

And whereas it was accorded by ftatute in the fourth 
year of the reign of King Edward the Third, •* that a Par- 
.liament (hould be holden every } ear once, and more often 
if need be ;'* which ftatute was confirmed by another fta- 
tute pafled in the 36th year of the reign of the faid King 
Edward the third : And the prafticc in ancient times was 
for writs to iffue for the eledion of a new parliament eve* 
»y year. •. * 

And whereas frequent eleftions are indifpenfably necef- 
fiiry to enable the commons to alter and amend the choice 
0f their Reprefentatives as they may fee occafion ; and 
fuch elefiions ought to.be as frequent as may be, conftftent 
with the ufe of a reprefentative body :• and the ancient 
pra£lice of annual ele£lions is well calculated for fuch pur» 
pofe. 

And whereas triennial and feptennial Parliaments, by. 
fcndering the exercife of the right of eIe£lion Icfs fre- 


quent, tend to male the Reprefentatives Icfs dependent 
on their conftituents than they always "oui^ht to be ; and 
alfo deprive the Commons for many years after they come 
of age of their iranchife of ele£ling their own reprefen« 
tattves ; Beit declared andenafled by the aiithority afore* 
faid, That the eUSion of members to ferve i» the Houfe oj 
Commons ought to be annual. 

And whereas, in order to reform the manifold abufes 
^ which in procefs of time have been fuffcred to take root 

* 

in the manner of elefiing the Reprefentatives of the Cora- 
monSy and in order to eftablifii a free, true, and equal re 
prefentation of all the people, it is neceffary that all the 
laws refpeCling the eIe6lioh of members of Parliament 
not applicable to the prefent intended reform (honld be 
repealed and annulled, and that the manner of elefting 
the Commons in Parliament, and all matters and things 
refpefting the fame, be new modelled according to the 
prefent ftate of the kingdom and to the ancient and unalie^ 
nabte rights of the people; Be it enafied by the authorn 
ly aforcfaid, That all future eleflions for Reprcfentativci 
of the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament fliall be 
xn2fde according to the provifions and regulations of thit 
a£l, and not otherwife ; ;and that all other a6l8, laws, cut* 
toms, and ufuages contrary thereto, or fuch parts of them 
as are inconfiftenc therewith, {hall be, and the fame a9 
hereby repealed, annulled, and made void to all intents 
and purpofes whatfoever. 

And be it further enafted. That the number of mcffl- 
1>ers to fit in the Houfe of Commons (hall remain and be 
the fame as at prefent, and fliall coafift oijive hundred oni 
^fty^ght memberi^ 

And whereas the due proportion of Commoners W 
€le£l each member of Parliament can be properly deter* 


mined but trom Si knowledge of the whole number of 
icommoners in the kingdbm having a right to vote : Bb 
St enafied, That in order to afcertain th% fame, ^his aft 
Ihall forthwith be tranfmitted by one of hit Majefty's 
principal Secretaries of Hate to the Minifter of each pa« 
rifli, and like wife to each aftirtg Jiiftite of the Peace, iii 
'Great-Britain : And each of the faid miniflers frallread^ 
or caufe to be read, the faid ad in his parifii church im- 
inediately after divine fervice and before the ferihon eve-- 
ry Sunday in the month of November next : And each of 
the faid Juftices of the Pcac^ within their refpeftivc dif- 
trifts fliall diligently enquire on every Sunday in the faid 
month of Novdmber next^ whether the feveral miniftert 
have read* this aft accordingly ; and if it fliall be found 
that any minifter fliail have negleftedfo to do, the Juftic^ 
of the Pea^e finding fuch negleft (hall caufe this aft to bb 
read by fome other perfon on the next Sunday in fuch pia« 
rilh church in manner aforefaid» 

\ 

And be it further [enafted, That on the firft of De- 
cember next the Minifter of each parifh, together with the 
Churchwardens and Overfeers of the poor, (hall hold a 
.vefiry at the church in the faid parifli, wnich ihall open. , 
at eight o^clock in the forenoon and (hall clofe at fix 
o'clock in the afternoon of the fame day, . at which all. 
perfons, not belonging to the Royal Navy^ or ferving ia 
the embodied Militia or Army, and being on that day ia 
the faid pariili, (hall have liberty to attend. And the faid 
Minifter, Churchwardens, and Overfeers (hall make out a 
true and correft lift of the chriftian and furname, tra^le, oc^ 
cupation, age, and ufual place of dwelling, of all the men 
of the age of 21 years and upwards, who on that day (hall 
be in their refpeftive pari(hes, and who (hall appear and 

claim a right to vote for the eleftioa of membQis of parli« 
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^msnt, and ihall fubicribe and take the following oat^^ 
fore t|;ie faid Mini(lers» Churchwardens and Overfcer$> 
Vho are hereby enabled and required to adminifter the bmt 
viz, *' I A* B. do fwear, that I and a i^atural born fubjefl 
"oi Great-Britain, that I am of the age of twenty o^e years^ 
that I am tiot ferving in the eniibodied militia, i^or belong- 
Sng to the royal ftavy or army, atid that I have ftot this 
tday been to claim my right of Voting for the eleftion of a 
Meniber of Parliaments or have been fwotn for the fame 
before, in this or any other parifh or plate-, JTo help mt 
God/^ And fuch lifts fo made out fliall be certified, un- 
der the fignaiare and feal of the faid Minifter^ and of each 
of the Churchwardens and Overfeers, who fliall attend 
fuch veftry, to be a true and Correft lift ; and ^ cdpy of 
the fame fliall be taken and pfeferved by fuch Miniflcrani 
by each of the faid Cburchwardens and Overfeers ; and 
fuch original lift, togethei with all the copies of th^ fame, 
fliall on the 15th' day of December next be carried by 
fuch Minifter, Churchwardens^ and Overfeers to the Juf* 
tices of the Peace, who are hereby required to hold petty 
feflions on that day within their Jrefpeflive diviftotis; and 
fuch lifts and copies fliall then and there be fworhtoastnie 
and correft before fuch juftices of the Peace by fuch 
Minifter, Churchwardens, and Overfeers t and their tc* 
fpeflive affidavits fhall be certified on the faid lift byfHch 
Juftices of the Peace. And fuch original lift, fo fworn to^ 
ihall by fuch Juftices of the Peace be tfanfmitted to the 
clerk o{ the peace* of their refpeftive counties, or to the 
town clerk in cities which sre counties of themfelves, f^ 
that fuch clerk of the peace or town clerk triay receive 
them on or before the firft of January next. And the laid 
clerks of the peace and town clerks fliall tranfrait the faid 
iiftsto one of his Majefty's principal Secretaries of State, 
ib that be may receive them on or before the 20th oi}^ 


mnvey Bexl* And one of the faid Secretaries of ftate fhall 
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forthwith fend the faid lifts to the twelve Judges^ who fliall 
nieet in the Excheq[uer chamber on the 21ft of January: 
uext for the purpofe of receiving iuch lifts.. 

And. be it enaded» That the fadd twelve Judges, .thet% 
^nd there aifexnbled, Ihall divide the total number of per-<i. 
Cons fo. returned by the number five hundred fiftjc-eight^ 
being the number of members to be chofen ; and the quo-«^ 
laent found (hall be adjudged to be the number of perfons. 
having a right to. c;l(e£k one member^ q[ Parliament.. And* 
^ijbe faid Judges fliall then proceed to compute from tha 
faid lifts the nun^ber. of perfons who* have a, right to vote* 
in each County^ ot: Gity being a^county of itfelf, in Great. 
Britain ;. and fliall determine the number, of members to^ 
be clefted by each county^ or city being a'connty of itfelf 
i& proportion (ot as near as. may be) to. fuch. number, of. 
de£lors in each county or. city,, givihg^ the advantage ta 
the fmallei: counties oc cities where the numbers will not: 
^dmit ot exa£^ divifipn. And the. faid Judges having fa- 
determined the number, oi members, to be returned by^ 
each county, and city being a. county of itfejf, and th^ 
ijumber of eleftors ta^chufe one member, Ihall, on orbe^ 
lore the tft of February n^xt^ tranfmitanacco«iit.there^ 
pf to the X-ordHigh Chancellor ol England* 

Apd be it ena£feed,.That th^ faid Lord High Ch ancelloc- 
Jhall, within four days alter, receiving fuch account, i flue: 
bis Writ to the High Sheriff of. each county, and to the: 
Ghief Magiflxate in each.city, wjijchi is acounty of itfelf 
in Great Britain, dire6ling him. to fummoa a grand jury 
confifting of all fuqh perfons* then living^ as have been, 
heretofore fummoned on. grand juries at the aOizes ia ' 
Im Qoup^y, to meet at eight o'clock in the. forenoon, 0% 

0.* 
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the soth ot March next, at the ufual place of hol£ttg 
the rummer affizes for his county; and likewife the Mi- 
niftert Churchwardens, and Overfcers of each parifli 
within his county, to attend the faid grand jury. And 
the faid Chancellor (hall tranfrait to the faid High She- 
riff and Chief Magiftrate an account of the number of 
xnemhers, to be returned by his county, and of the num- 
ber of elefiors to cbufe one member ; which account the 
laid Sheriff and Chief Magiftrate fliall deliver, or caufe to 
it delivered, to the laid Grand Jury when affismbhed. 

And be it enabled. That on the loth of March next, the 
faid High Sheriff of each county, and Chief Magiftrate oi 
each city, wMch is a county of itfelf, in Great-Britain* 
{ball attend, a^adbe foreman of,, the faid grand jury : or 
in cafe of unavoidable abfence another perfon fliall be 
chofeH as foreman by the faid grand jury ; and fuch fore* 
man is hereby authorized and required, firftto take, and 
then to adminifter to every perfon fummoned and who 
fliall attend the faid grand jury,, the - following oath : '* I 
A. B. do fwear that in the allotment ot the fcveral parifli^ 
€s, or parts of parifbes, into diftri£ls for the ele£lioa ot 
members of parliament within this county, I will aft ac- 
cording to the beft of my judgment and difcretion^ fairly 
and equally, and for the conveniency of the faid diftriftst 
fo help me God," And the faid grand jury fliall thea 
proceed to diflributc into diftrifts the feveral parifces of 
their county. And each diftrift fliall confift fas nearly ai 
may be) of fuch number of perfons, having a right to vote 
as are allotted to chufe one member of Parliament accord- 
ing to the lifts made out in fuch pariflies, which will ap- 
pear by the duplicates preferved by the Minifters, Churcn- 
■wardens, and Overfeers, who are hereby required to ^^^ 
tend fuch grand jury with fuch duplicates. And where 
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parilties {hall be greatly too large or too fmall to Form diC 
tri£ls of themfelves, fuch pariflies may be divided or join- 
ed either in whole or in part with other contiguous 
pariflies, for the purpofe of forming diftri£ls as 
aforefaid^ according to the judgment and difcre- 
tion of the faid Grand Jury. And the faid Grand Jury 
having fo divided their county into diftrifls, the fame (hall 
be adjudged to be and be called boroughs : And the faid 
Grand Jury fliall affix to each borough the name of the 
principal parifh in fuch borough. And the faid Foreman 
Ihall return into the court of Chancery, fo that it may ar- 
rive there on or before the ift of April next, a lift of fuch 
boroughs within his county, certified under the hands and 
feals of the faid foreman and of all the members who 
attend the faid Grand Jury ; and fuch certificate ihall be in 
the following form : " We, whofe names are hereunto 
fubfcribed and feals affixed, the Foreman and Grand Jury 
of the county of aflembled on the loth of 

March 178 in putfuance of an a3 paffed in the year 
of his prefentMajefty's reign entitled An Aft, &c. do cer- 
tify that the above diftribution is an equal divifion of the 
faid county, in to diftrifts as direfted by the faid aft, or as 
nearly fo as thecircumftances of this county would admit.'* 

And be it enafted, That each of the faid boroughs in 
Great Britain fhall be Entitled in all future eleftions to 
eleft one member to ferve in the Commons Houfe of Par- 
liament, and no more. And each member fo elefted ftiall 
"be called a burgefs. And the faid burgelTcs fliall confti- 
tute and form the Houfc of Commons of Great Britain. 
And no county, city, or borough (other than is direfted 
by this aft) fhall in future be entitled to fend any Knight, 
Citizen, or Burgefs of Parliament. 

And be it enafted, That the Lord High Chancellor, 


t 
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liaving received the returns herein |)efore dfre£le(I;. to b^ 
made to him by the f^id foreman oC Grand Juries, flialtj^ 
^ or before the 15th of Appl next, iffue bis Writ to the- 
High Sheriff of each county, and to the Chief Magiftrate 
•f each city being s^ county of itfqlf in Great Britain, for 
the ele^ion "of one membex: to ferve In par.liapi^nt fot 
each of the feveral boroughs within his county or city ^ 
^nd the fprm of the f^id writs (hall be fuch a$ is annexed^ 
to this aft. And the faid High SheriiF and Chi^f Magif^. 
trate fliall, \)rithin four days ajter the receipt o£the fai(it 
Writj ifliie his precept to the Head Conftable or fenioc 
Peace officer, for the time being, of each borough withioi 
Ills cQunty or city, (who is hereby appointed, returning 
officer of fuch borough) for the ele£lion of one njember 
to ferve in Parliament lor the faid borough; and the fora^ 
•f the faid precept fhall be fuch as is annexpd to. this a£l% 

And be it enabled, That, the returning offiqej of cjicl^ 
borough fliall on the i5th of May next czmfe proqlamait 
tion to b^ made in each. Parifh. within his borough, tbat 
the day fixed for chufing a new Parliament is the firft o£ 
September following ; and thai: every perfon,, intending^ 
to offer himfelf as a candidate for the faid borough^ an4 
iuly qualified by law„is to fend, tp hiip the faid retur/iing; 
' officer a declaration in writing, figned by fuch perfon, of 
bis being $^ candidate to reprefent the faid borough ; fa 
that he the faid returning officer m^y receive the fame oa 
01: before the 1,5th ot Junenexc^ And the faid returning 
officer (hall, on the x6th of June next,, caufe the faid de« 
claration ox declarations to be proc/aimed in every, paiiih: 
>rithin bis borough,, and ^ copy theieof^ attefied. under, 
(is fignaturey to be affixed on the door of the Qhurch of 
fvery parifii within his borough ; ot in cafe he (hall not 
^ve re<;eiy^ any fuch declaration he ihalL inake proclar- 


Iftlrtian Aat tli^re are no candidate's for the faid borouglt. 
And it fliall and maybe lawful for ihe inhabitants of fncli 
\)orough to affenible in their refpeftive parifties on tb^fi 
ijth of June next, to cohfidcr of the candidates (if any) 
Vho offer, ahdto declare ahy other candidate or candidates 
Ihcy may think proper, by writing addreflfed to the returti- 
ing officer ani Cgncd by not left than one hundred of the 
Jaid inhabitants ; provided fuch declaration be deliv^tcdl 
to the faid Returning officer before fix o'clock in the even- 
ing on the faid 17th day of June next, and that the qualu 
location of fuch candidate or candidates to fit in Parlit* 
teent be fituate within J he faid boroiigh. And the fail 
returning officer (hall, oh the iSth of Jane next, daUfe M 
•lift of all fuCh Candidates, diftinguifliing, tbofe who offer 
themielves from thofe who are fet up by the inhabitatitt^ 
to be protlaiimed in every pari<h within his borough^ an4 
likewifc a topy of fuch lift attefted under his fignature to 
be affixed on the door of the chmch of every parifh Mrith-» 
in his borough. And the faid returning officer (hscll, on 
the faid iSth of June next, tranfmit by the po(i tb one 
of his Majefly's principal Secretaries dt State a lift of 
fuch candidates ; and one of the faid Secretaries of State . 
Shall caufe the fame to be inferted iti the Gazette on or 
before the i^th of July nejct : And no other perfon fhaU 
thereafter become a candidate for (nth borough at fuch 
icleflion* 

And be It enaClefl, That every perfoft who ffiall be fo 
declared by one hundred of the inhabitants of any pariflt 
to be a candidate for the borough in which fuch parifli ig 
fituate, and whofe qualification fhall at the time of fuch 
declaration be fituate Within the faid borough, ffiall, i£ 
chofen^ be compellable to attend parliament like other 
snembers. Provided always that no perfon having fervei 
for one parliament Iball be compellable to' ferve again. 


And be it cnaSed, That the fenior.peade officer for tliS 
time being of each pariOi ihall a£l as deputy to the return* 
ing officer of the borough in which lucb parifli is fituate, 
and (hall in all things tefpefling this a6l pay due obedi- 
ence to fuch direQions as he fliall receive irom. the re- 
turning officer, and previoufly to his afiing as his clepuiy 
fliall take the following oath before the faid returning 
eBcer, •* 1 B. C. will faithfully and honeftly difcharge 
my duty as deputy to thfe returning officer of the boiougli 
of in the election of a Membet of Parliament, 

fo help me God,^' vtiich oath the faid returning officer 
is hereby authorized and required to adminif^er. 

And be it enabled. That on the firft of September next 
the fenior peace officer in each parifh throughout the king-* 
dom of Great-Britain (hall make proclamation at 8 o'cloc]^ 
in the forenoon, at the church of the faid parifh, that he 
is immediately proceeding to the election of a member 
to ferve in parliament for the borough in which fuch pa- 
rifh is fituate; and that fuch eleflion will clofe at fix o'- 
clock on the fame evenings And fuch fenior peace offi- 
cer fhall then declare the names of fuch perfons as are le'* 
» gal candidates for fuch borough, and read or caufe to be 
read the claufes in this a£l, which infli£l penalties on per- 
fons who fhall be found guilty of perjury, bribery, cor- 
Tuption, or other offences, againfl this a3, and which in- 
capacitate perfons convi6led of certain crimes from being 
defied, or from voting for the elefiion of, a Member of 
Parliament, And the faid fenior peace officer fhall then 
proceed to colleft the votes, by taking a poll in fuch man- 
ner, as is herein after direfied, of all fuch men as fball on 
that day be in the faid parifh and fhall offer themfelves to 
vote. And fuch poll fhall continue open until fix o'clocJk 
in the afiernoon of the fame day and no longer. And cvely 
man offering himfelf to vote, fhall give an account of h^s 
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fclirmiah liame, rtirhamey trade or occupation, and uFual 
and iaft place of abode, and fliall fign his name or make 
iiis mark oppofite to an entiy thereof which fhall be made 
in a book to te provided by thfc fenior peace officer for 
lucfi piifpbfe. And every mart bfiering hirpfelf to vote 
{hall take the following oath. Which the faid officer is 
hereby authorized and rcijuired to admioifter ; *^I A. B.- do 
fwear that I ani a natural born fubje£l of Great Britain^ 
that I am twenty. one years of age^ th?it I havt not On this 
day voted before iii this parifli Or in any other parilh or 
place for the eleQion of a Member of Parliament rthat t 
am not ^n officer^ non-tommifliohed officer^ ivarratit offi- 
cer, drummer, or private man in the embodied militia, na- 
vy, ot army 2 and that iny chrifiian nante^ iiirname, trade^ 
occupjutioo^ and ufual and lail place of abode h foch a| 
by me now declared, fo help me God.'^ And every mati 
offering hidifelf to vote Ihall further take fucb Oath of 
oaths as are^ or liiay be enafied againft bribery irhd cor« 
Tuptipn. And every man whatever (not of Ihfane mind 
or a criminal incapacitated by law) offering himfeff td 
Vote in any parifli^ who fliall have given. an account df 
himfelf as aforefaid, kni fliall have taken the siforefafd 
oaths, (ball be admitted to vote at fuch eleOiom for fu^h 
legal candidate as he ffiall think fit« 

And be it enafted^ That in cafe the faid fcinior |»eace 
officer ifliall have caufe to fufpeft that any perfon voting; 
at fuch eleftion is not entitled to vote according to. the 
true intent and meaning of this aft, or.lhall^bg requefted 
by any of the candidates or by any of their agents to place 
a quere oppofite to the name of any voter with the reafon * 
of fuch quere, but fliall not refufe io take, the vote^ of any 
man who fl^ali have figned the book and^ taken the oatb^ 
afofcfaid : and>the validity of fucji quered vote fliall aitex-^ 
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r ^v?l^c^s be dpt^rmined, upon petition^ by the ciommrttee tif 

' ihcHou{*e of Commdasto which fuch ele3ionihalIbe re* 

ferred- And^ fuch peace officer fliall on the day next aftef 

Jtl^e eiedipn deliver. to the returning officer of his borough 

the poll book fo taken, ^nd^ the fenior peace officer of 

every parifl^ Ihall provide a fuffi^ient number pf clerks 

' tp 4^ and affiitbim in taking the faid poll. And the Juf- 

ticeoi the peace in their quarter feffions, to be held next 

a^er fuch expence for the hire of the faid clerks and the 

^urchafe of the faid books (hall have been incurred, (hall 

allow the fame, or fo much as they (hall deem reafonable 

aj^'d' fuch expences fo allowed fh^ll be paid by the trea- 

lurer of the county out of the county rates. 

.tiAnd witcmeiGs men ferv^ing as offieei-s, non^comtniffionj' 
f)d:0.ffipers, warrant officers, drummers, or private men In 
iboiembodiled .militia, navy or army, may at the titne of 
fie^lioB beaffembled together in large bodies iit places dlf* 
t^l from thjeir ifefpeflive pariflies, and if fuffered to vote 
|ite other fubjeSs for whatever borough they may chufe 
m^^t cafnbine together under improper influende and 
y-9tc in. bodief , and thereby decide the eleftion iii placed 
ip.Vrhicb they do not belong, and where they have na 
^t^a&eftion, . ifo the prejudice of . the inhabitants of fuch 
places and of the kingdom at large : And whereas it WouI<! 
be unjuft that men who expofe their lives for the defence 
oftheir country fliould be deprived of thofe effential rights 
Which are by this aft rellored to every fubjcft. Be it en- 
abled, for the prefervation of fuch rights, and for the pre- 
vention of fuch inconveniencieSrf That every officer, 
non-commiffioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, and 
pnvate man in the embodied militia, navy or army, fliall 
bfr entitled to vote for the eleaion of a member to repre- 
ftnrhim in Parliament, in the manner herein after dirc£l- 
•3i 'and not otherwife. 
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And be it enaSed, That every officer, non-commH!!dn^i* 
ed officer, warrant officer^ drummer, and private matif iW 
the navy or army, and every officer, non-commiffiohed oifil. 
cer, and drummer of militi? when embodied, fliall(^f hW' 
Aall fo ihinfc fit) as foon as he fliall'arrive, or be, ininy*^ 
port or place within this kingdom, go before and'be rts^ii: 
mined upon oath by a Juftice of the Peace toucllfhg the'' 
place of his laft fettlement if in England or of His birth'lP^ 
ia Scotland*; andfuch Juftice of t he peace flrall for tfife^ 
purpofe of this aa adjudge the ftoe accordingly, '^M^ 
give a certificate of fuch adjudication to the comroandirig^ 
officer ot the fhip, or corpse to which ftich m^n belongs if 
and when- any man Qiall enter or enlift, or receive a cfcAnL? 
laiffion in the raiJitia, navy or army^ a fiinihr proceeaiii^^ 
inrefpeftto fuch man (hall be had it requii-ed; and ife^^ 
faid commanding officer fliall; from time to time, wiVIiiif 
cightdays after the receipt of any fuch certificate ird^ir 
J4iftice 06 the Peace, tranfmit the ftme to the ofRti dl" 
Admiralty or Wai office; and fuch certificate QiaHfe^ 
filed and kept in the faid office as matter of record; "Atii"^ 
the board ol Admiralty or Secretary at Wir, fliall; Wliilitf 
ooe month alter the receipt of fiich certificate, cauf^^i'I 
copy thereof attefted by the Secretary or chief clferi'^bP 
the faid office to be tranfmitted to the parifh to whiAh 
fuch man is adjudged to belong. And in cafe any mmh 
ftall berenjoved or drafted, from pne fhip or corps tom^fa 
other, ^n account of fuch removal fliall in like ma»i«»tr 
be certified to fqch parifli ; and all fuch certificates ibi^ 
ti.^nfmitted.to fuch. parifli. 0x411 beprefer^ved. in.a.qheftriavr 
the church qf fuqh jarifli.. 




And be it further enaSed, That eveiy ofRc«r,.non.aAi£.'^ 
miffioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, or private ift'in^^ 
vx the navy, or army, ftall be entiiled to vote fop the <ftlf&" 
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tion of a. Mcpiter of Pailiament only fof the Borough in 
which the pariQi to which he has been fo adjudged to be« 
lonj^ is Ctudte : And every officer ferving m the militia, 
who (hall have delivered in to the clerk of the peace hii 
qualification, 0iall, during the time he is emiiodied, be 
entitled to vote for the eIe6lion of a Member of Parlia- 
n^nt only in fuch borough where fuch qualification, or 
the greater part thereof, is fituate : And every pther offi- 
cer, non-commiflioned ofiFicer, and drummer of militia^ 
Ihall during the time he is embodied, be entitled to vote 
for the eleftion of ^ Member of Parliament only in fuch 
borough in which the pariih he {hall have been fo. adjudg*>. 
ed to belong is fituate: And every private militia roan^ 
while he is embodied, ihall be entitled to vote for the 
ele£lioa oi a Member oi Parliament only for the borough 
in which the pari(h he (hall then be fexviag tor is fituate^ 
And the clerk of the peace in each county wheife the mili-i 
tia is or fhall he raifed, fliall on the fiift of Au^^uft next 
make out a certificate of the qualification delivered to bin) 
of' each officer who (hall then be ferving in the embodied 
militia, and (hall (ign and tranfmit the fame to the fenior 
peace officer of the pari(h in which the faid qualification^ 
or the major partthereof| is fituate. 

And be it ena£led. That as foon as the lift of candi<« 
dates ftall appear in the Gazette, every officer; non-com«» 
imifioned officer, warrant officer^ drummer and private 
man in the embodied militia, navy or army, who fhall at 
that time be refidin^ in Great Britain, or be in any port 
within the kingdom, fliall, within twenty-fix days' after 
the faid publicatioii in the Gazette, (that is, on or before 
the loth of Auguft next) have a right tQgo before a Juftict 
of the Peace, and give his vote in favour of anv perfon 
who is a legal candidate for fvich bojrough as he is entitled 




io vote for.' And- the faid Jufticc; oj the Peace (baH rcaj 
tofuch perfona lift of the candidates for thebprough for- 
which he ihall claim a right xo vote, as publiflied in the 
Gazette ; and alfo the claufes in this aft which infli6l 
penalties on perfons who fhaH be found guilty ot'peijury, 
bribery, conuption, or Qther offences againft this aft,* 
and which incapacitate perfons convifted of certain 
crimes from being eletledl, or from voting for the eleftion 
of a Member of Parliament : and (hali likewife admintf^ 
terto fqch perfons the following oath; " I A, B. do 
fwear that lama natural born fubjeft of Great Britain, 
that I am twenty-one years of age, that I am an officer, 
non^commiiSoned officer, warrant officer, drummer, or ' 
private man in the embodied militia, navy or army fas 
fkscafe muy ht^fpicifyin^ tke Jhif or corps to wJ^ch fuck 
ferfoH MongsJ SLtid th^Ltl havenot before voted for any 
other place than that for which I now claim a right %o 
vote." And likewife fuch oath or oaths as are, or fliall 
b€, enafted againft bribery and corrupuon. And fuch Juf- 
tieeof the Peace fliali then take an account of the namej, 
rank, and^orpj of fuch perfon, and of the candidate for 
whom he 'fliall vote ; which account ftial! be fubfcribed 
and fworn toby fuch perfcto, and certified by fuch Juftico 
pf the Peace, who Ihall by the next pofi tranfmit the fame 
to the returning officer of th^ borough for which fuich per^ 
fon fhall vote, fuch perfcn paying to the clerk of* tfce faid 
Tuftice of the Peace one fhiliing for the fame; and no 
more. And the returning oQcers of the feyeral boroughs 
(hall not bf chargeable with any duty of poftage fot let- 
ters containing Aich certificates, ' ' 

And be it enafted, That one of his Majefty's prrncipal ., 

• 

Secretaries of State (hall caufe*the Gazette or Gazettes, 
containing the faid lift of candidates, to be tranfmitted,, 


^6 foon as publifcee!, to every aSing Jufticc of die Peace 
Mcithin the kingdom. 

Provicjed always, That nothing in this aft contained, 
(hall deprive or be confirucd to deprive any perfon be- 
longing to the militia when difcmbodied, from voting in^ 
fuch borough as he (hall think fit, in the fame man^ipr ^ 
all other conamoners are by this aft, enabled tq do, 

. And b^ it cnaSed, That ^he fa,id retui:ning officer flialf^ 
ipmepiaipiy alter having received the polj books,. procee<^ 
with the affift^nc? of the? peac^ ofEceis who have takea. 
the poll books, iq examine tble ftid poll books^ tog^hex;' 
with fuch certificates as (haU b^ve be^Q.. made to ftich re-, 
tqrning officer fronj JuAice* of the Peace of the votea 
given by pcrfonsin tie embodied militia, i;i.avy and army^ 
for bis borough ; and fliaH Qompare fuch certificates of 
tPtes with the certificates bicfor^ tranfmitted. trom th^AA^ 
jmralty,. or War-office^ of the adjudigatip^s wfpeain^ 
fuch right pf yotii^g ; and with the certificates of the^ 
clerks pf the pe^ce concerning th^ qaalifijcajion.. of 08,1. 
cers of militia, : And fucli of the faid votes ^ flmllapR^r^ 
to the laid ret^jrning o©cer to. be legal votes, fliall be by- 
him adipitted as fuch ; And fuch returning officer fliaHi. 
within tferee diiys ^fm tbe^eftion, declare that candidate! 
to.be duly eleft^d whp fj^jin appear from thjc poll books,^ 
aqd from i^e ^e^iific^^e yo^cs^ to hwc the grcateft numi' 
W of l^gal voti^s in hh favour, admitting fuch as arc que* 
Tied. And th^ feycral r^iwaing ofi^ers Ihall, immediately 
after haying m^e fucl^ d<?claration^ make tbcir ictuas to. 
the precepts from their refpraive High Sheriffs. And 
th^ refpcaive High Sheriffs fhall immediately .after^rq.. 
defying fach returns from, jhe returning officers, make- 
their returns to the writs from the Lord High Chancel, 
ipr. And the Lord Higti Chancellor Hall caufc 4. lift qA 
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{b<Snaii&e»of the members who are returned for the re^ 
i^e&ive boroughs, to be publifhed in the Gazette, on of 
before the the firft of 0£lober next. 

And be it cna9:eJ, That it Ihall be lawful for everr 
t6mmoner (pofleffing a tand <|uahficatian as by law direc-» 
ted) to offer himfdf as a candidate for any borough with- 
m the kingdom, and for as many boroughs as be (bal) 
think proper ; and if any c^andidate is returned a member 
for more than one borough, fuch member flialT, withirt 
fourteen days after the lift of members returned (halt 
hare been publifhed in the Gaz^ette, maker his option irt 
writing, drreUed to the Lord H^gh ChanceTlpr of Eng- 
laad, of the pkce for which he chutes to lerve. And thtf 
Lord High Chancellor (hall forthwith iffue a new writ foi' 
a new eleftion for that borough, or thofe boroughs, for 
which fuch member hath not made his option ta ferve. 
And in cafe any vacancy fliall happen for any bcyough 
previous to the eleftion of a fpeaker of the Houfe of Com-^ 
monSjthe Lord High Chancellor &all iffue hrs writ foi;fil- 
iing up fuch vacancy ; and in cafe any vacancy (haH hap-* 
pen for any borough after a fpeaker is chofen, the fpeaker 
ihall iffue his warrant for filling up fuch vacancy. 

And be it ena6led. That when any vafcam:y fdr a bo. 
tough, is to be filled up, fuch perfons only aa by the poll 
books or certificates fhall appear to have adually voted at, 
tiic laft general eleftion in or for the borough where fuc}^ 
Vacancy (hall happen, (hall have aright to vote at the elec- 
tlon occafioued by fuch vacancy. 

Apdbe it enafted, That the Houfe of Comnions, fo (ihou 
fen, ik»lt i?|cet every year, when fummoned by his Majef- 
t)r's proclamation for the difpatch of bufinefs : That aU 
ptikiom concerning undue returns (hall be prefented' the 
jii^^.day of the fei&ons : That the Houfe pf Commons, 
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immediateiy after fWeaiing their meml)feri,'{&31T pfac^ 
to cTitife Committees, as by law diret>:iclVto decide elusi- 
ons againil which petitions ftlall tiavei hteri pr^fented i 
That no other bofineffsihadibe proceeded on tintit iiU'the 
faid controverted eleflipus (hall be decided': TlBttfc^^cra^ 
.Committees may proceed at the fame time on different 
cleflions : That the houfe ihall fit and be caiiied airenever^ 
Vy day until Committees for ail cositeiled' elections ihali 
be formed ; That do Co^nmUt^^e ^fball be allowed to fit 
longer than three days for the determination of any eleC't 
tion : That no counfel for any of the parties fcali be *1* 
lowed tofpeak after thefirft day : and that the witneffot 
ihall be examined by the Ccmmittec and not by the cdini' 
id. 

And be it declared and' enaSed by the authority afore^-' 
iaid. That the Houfe of Commons fo elefted fliall be ta. 
Jcen aftd reputed to be the only true reprefentatives of alt 
the Commons of Great Britain, and fliall by the con- 
ttnyot the faid reprefentatives, or by the majority of them 
bind the confcnt of all the Commons ot Great Britain, 
in all matters and things on which the faid Houfe of Com- 
mons is competent to decide, and to the paffing of all 
fuch laws as parliament bath a right to tndtSt. 

And be it further enafled, That' the Houfe of Com- 
mons fo chofcn, fhall continue and be the reprefentatives 
ot the Commbns pf Great Britain for one year only, and 
ro longer; to be computed from the firft day of Septem- 
ber on which fuch eleftion (hall have taken place* And 
that on the firft day of September in every year, for e^r 
after, (or on the fecond of September when thr firflitfhilf 
fall on a Sunday) ^(1 the Commons of Great Bn^aiff (ex» 
ccpting only minors.perfons of infane mind, and crim^naif 
jncapacuajted by law) Ihall proceed to the eleSioai ai »*w^ 
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ptttgelTi^Sy in the fame manner and form as Is herein be-» 
fore dire£led to be obferved for Uie eleflion of biirgefles 
or the year next enfuing. 

And whereas the baths^ which by this a£t are dire6led 
to be taken, fot preventing the admiflion of illegal votes-^ 
ihay hot be a fufficient guard agaiiift the fame, unlefs the 
breach of fuch o^th* be attended with punifhihents ade-« 
«^uate fo fuch offences, te it eriafted; That in cafe any 
perfon (hall be diily convi6led of wilful perjury; in falf«Ji 
ly taking any of tTie baths prefcribed by this aft; every 
fuch perfon (hall be committed to the dommoh gaol of 
ihe county where ffich offence fliall have been cbimhitted^ 
there to remain without bail or iniiinpHzfe for the fpace of 
thtee years; and )je incapable of ever vtjtin^ again iq any 
borough for theele6li6n of a Member of Parliament. Prqi 
vidcd always that every profecution for fuch offence ftaTl. 
be comcfieilced whhin twelve calendar months next after 
the fame ihall have been committed, and not afterwards. 

And be it enaScd; That no perfon i^ho has been or 
mall be duly coiiviSed in a court of law within this realna* 
df the crimes of high treafon, treafoii, murder, felony, 
p*erjury,' forgery, gfand or ^eity larceny, or any of thijem,' 
fliall be capable of being eleftcd, o^ of voting for the* 
eleftion hi a Member ot Parliaifient in or for any bov 
rough V^ithirf this' kingdom/ 

And be it further enaQed , That if any perfoii hefeirif 
direSed to perform or do any matter or thing relative to 
the carrying this aft jnto execution, (ball negleft, or re- 
fnfe to pay due obedience thereto, in fuch manner, and at 
inch times, as is, and are herein prefcribed, every perfon 
10 offending fltall forfeit the fum of £ve liundred pounds^ 

s 


^o any perfon who fhall fu€ for the fame in' any of lus ftiH 

jefty*» courts of record zt Weftminflcr byaftion of dthi^ 

bill, plaint or information, wherein no cffoin, proteftrott^ 

or wager o£ law, nor more than one inoparlance (hall be 

flowed. And in cafe iuch offender fhall be the Lord 

High Chancellor, or any of the Judges, pr either of the 

' "Secretaries of State, or any Clerk of the Peace, he Ihall) 

I3ver and above fuch penalty, be, from t^e time of fuchi 

tronviftion, incapable of ever hplding ^x\y office of truft 

or profit. Provided always that every fuit, aSion, ot 

profepution tor fuch oSence^ Ihall be coifimenced within 

twelve calendar months ne;;t after the ifaoie ihaU have 

t>cen committed, and not afterwards. 

And whereas the Peers of Scotland in the Parlianacnt 
*f Great Britain are at prefent ekfted for feven years, 
.whereby the faid Peers of Scotland are not upon the fame 
looting with the hereditary Peers of England, be it en- 
afted by the authority aforefaid-; That the Peers of Scot- 
land (hall, on the firft day of September ne^t, proceed to 
the eleftion of fixteen Peers to fit in the, parliament of 
Qreat Britain for the kingdom of Scotland, and that fuch 
l^xteen Peers fo ele£led, ai^d their heira n^le fucceediog 
to their pcetage, (hall, from the time of fuch. eleftion, 
CiN^iniie tp fit and vote in the parliaments of Great Bri« 
tain, as Peers of Scotland, without any new ele£lioin for 
fuchpurpofe. And when any vacancy (hall happen^ by 
tne extinftioh of the male line in any of the peerages be- 
longing to the Peers^ defied to reprefent the peeracre o( 
Scotland in the parliament of Great Britain, fuch vacancy 
Ihall be filled up by a Peer of Scotland, to be chofea by 
the Peers of Scotland ; and the Peer fo chofeii, ancj his 
heirs male (ucceeding to his title, (hall, bom the time of 
Xuch ele^ion, continue to fit and vpte in the parliamciAii 


#f Gfireat Britain^ a^ a Peer of Scotland, without aay newy 
«le£lion for (iicb pOxpofe* 

And whereas Peers of Scotland havihg a right to fit 
and vote in the partianient of Great Britain, whetTh^r by 
de6lion of the Peers of S<iolland, or by beibg alfo Eh-* 
glifh peers,, ought not to have another vote to be repre^ 
fented in the fald parliament, be it enafted, That no per- 
fon having a right to fit and vote in the parliameht of^ 
Great Britain, either as a Peer of England or of Scotland 
fhaJl have a right to vote for the eleftion -of a Peenof 
Scotland to fit and; vote in the faid parliament of Great 
Britain,. 

And whereas, the Peers of Scotland, notelefled to fiV 
and voxe in the parliament of Great Britain, will have a 
Biore diftant profpefl oi being fo elefttd, when the right 
of fitting and voting is hereditary in the male, line of the 
families of the peers fo elcfted, and when there will be 
no new eleftions excepting when fuch peerages in the 
male Hue fhall become extintl ; and it is unreafonable that 
the Peers of Scotland not eleftcd as aforefaid, fliould lor 
fo long a time he deprived of the capacity, which all other 
jfiibje^ls within the realm have of being created peers 6f 
Great Britain,.and of being elefled members pf the H^ufe 
of Commons : And wherefis it is alfo unreafonable th^t 
the eldefl; fons> ,and heirs apparent, o.f Peers of. Scotland 
{hould not he eligible to reprefeijt the cpmmons of Seot- 
land, in the fame manner as th&y> aad the eldefl fons, and^ 
.heirs apparent of the Peers of Ei^land, are eligible tore^ 
prefent the commons in England,, be it ena£ied^. by the 
authority aforefaid, That all F^ers pi Scotland, as like- 
wife theeldeft fons,. and heirs apparent, of Peers of Scot- 
hiod^ Iball in fuiure be capable of being created Peea qi: 

S. *, . 
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^reat Britaifiy and of fitting and voting in parliaiqpQ^t in 
confequence of fuch creation, and that the prior pofleflion 
pf a peerage of Scotland^. or being eldell fon or heir appa- 
ent, of a Peer pf Scotland, {hall be no bar or hinderance 
to fuch new creation. And that all Peers of Scotland, 
not elefied to fit and vote in the parliament of Great Bri* 
tain, ai^d the cldeft fons, and heirs apparent, o{ Peers of 
Scotland, (hall be, and they are hereby declared to be ca* 
pable of being chofen to reprefent th<^ Cpmnion^ of Gre^t 
J^ritain, tgr any Iporough within the realm, in the fame 
xnanncr as other perfons not having a right to fit and vote 
in the Houfe of Lords. .And that the poQeilion of iuch 
peerage of Scotland, or the being eldeft fon; or heir appa- 
lent, of a Peer of Scotland, (hall be no bar or hinderance 
to fuch eIe£lion, in any borough or place within the realm* 

Tom of^ tht writ to be iffuti hy the Lord High Chancellor, 
en or before the i^th of Aprils every year, to the High 
Sheriff of each county, and to the Chief Magijlratc of 
each city^ being a county ofitfelf, in Great Britain^ 

/^ EORGE the thii:d. by the grace oi God of Great- 

^^ Britain, France and Ireland, King, defender of the 
faith, and fo forth. To the Sheriff of the county (or 
city) of greeting : Whereas by the advice 

and aflent of our couiicil for certain arduous and urgent 
affairs, concerning us, the (late and defence of our king- 
dom of Great Britain, and the church, we have orderecl 
a certain parliament to be holden at our city of \Veflinixi- 
fler, on the day of next enfuing, then and 

there to treat and have conference with the prelates and 
great men and peers of our realm, therefore we command 
and flrifily enjoin you, that you caufe proclamation of, 
the day and place afOiefaid to be made in your next coun^ 


j^Y ^(^ttlt to h,e holden after the receipt of this our writ^ 
Upd that within fou^* days after r^qeiving this our writ, 
you iflue your precept to the Head Conftable or Senior 
Peace Officer for the time beings of each borough within 
your cpunty (or city) for the eieflion of one member to 
ferve ii^ parliament for luch borough, direbiing htm, on 
$he xft of September ne&t, to oaufe one burgefs of the 
fnoft fufficientand difcreet, freely and indifferently, to b^ 
ele£led by thofe who fliall be prefent at fucb eleftion, ac- 
cording to the form of an a£l paiTed in the year 
of our reign entitled**. An a^ for declaring and reftoring 
the natural, unalienable and equal right of ail the com- 
mons oi Great Britain (infants, perfon^ of iniane mind, 
and criminals incapacitated by law, onty excepted) to 
vote in the eIe6lion of their reprefentatives in parlia- 
ment : ForTegulating the manner of fuch e]e6lions : For 
reftoring annual Patliaments : For giving an hereditary 

fcat to the fixteen Peers which fliall be elefted for Scot- 

• 

land : And for eftablifliing more equitable regulations 

concerning th^ peprage of Scotland." And the name^ 
of thofe |)urgeffes fo to be elefted (whether they be pre- 
fent or abfent) you caufe to bcLinferted in certain incen- 
tures to be thereupon made hptween you and thofe who 
ihall be prejei^l ^t fuch eIe£lion and them at the day and 
place aforef^id, you cat^fe to come in fuch manner, that 
|he faid burgeffes for themfelves ^nd the commonality of 
the fa.id boioughs, maj^ have from (hem iuU and fufHcient 
powet to do andcoqfent to thofe things which then and 
^here by the common coyncil of our faid kingdom (by 
tjxef blcffing of God) fliall happen to be ordained upon the 
aforefaid affairs, fo that for want of fuch power, through 
^n improvidedt eleftion of the faid burgeffes, th^ 
aforefaid affairs may in no wife remain uniniflied. WiU 
ling neyerthelefs that neither you nor any other Sheriff 
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^f this our ^d tLingclo9\ be in ahy wife'^ltfieftk A^i 
ftat'the eleftions^ in the full boroughs, in. jour county^ 
fo made d'lftin^ly and openly u^ndei; j^our fpajt aadthe feaU. 
of thof^e who (hall be pr^^fent at fuch. deAipn« you dp eer- 
tify to us in our Chancery, at the piace^ aiorefaid) imme^ 
diatdy after returns fhall have been made to youc precepts. 
Irom the aioreiaid bead conflables oi: fenior, peace officers. 
of each, borough within; your faid county, (or city), re* 
mttting to us one part of the aforefaid indeaturea apnexe(i 
to thefe prefents, together wij;h this wrijt«J Witnefs our*, 
ielf at Wdftminfter tbp. day oC in, the 

year qi mjar rcign.^ 

• • 

form of the precepi take ijjutd by the High Sheriff of wh 
county^ and by the Chief Magijirate of each city^ being a, 
county of itfelf in Greai Britain^ every year.^ within four 
days after reviving the, zvritfronK the Lord High Charts 
cellor^ to th^ Head Conf table or Senior Peace Offic^r^ for 
ike time beings of eaqh borough within hisxjountj^or city* 

* [to wit) A. B. Efq. Sheriff of the county (or city) 

^forefaid, To the he^d conftableor fctiior peace officer of 
the borough of in my faid county (or city) greet- 

ing : Ry virtue of his Majefty's writ under the great feat 
of Great-Britain to me direfted for eleSing a burgefs to. 
feive in the parliament to be holden at the city of Weft? 
minder on the day ot next enfuing, fof 

the borough of ^torcfaid, Thefe are therefore to 

will and require ypu that you make proclamation, within 
the faid borough of the day of eleft'ion, and caufe freely* 
and indifferently to be elefled one burgef? of the moft fuf. 
jpcicnt anddifcreet, by thofe who fhall be prefent af fuch 
^Jeflion, according to the form of an aft paffc;d in the- 

year of our reign, ca- 


titled " AnafI fof declaring and reftoring tlie natural* 
finalienabley and equal light of all the commons of Great 
Britain (infants, pdrfons of itifane mind, and criminals in- 
capacitated by law, only excepted) to vote in the eleftion 
of thetr rep?efentatives in parliament : ' For regulating the 
manner of fuch eleftions : Foi reftoring annual parlia* 
ments : Forgiving an hereditary feat to the fixteert Peers 
which Ihall be elefted for Scotknd : And for eftablifhing 
jhore equitable regulations concerning the Peerage of 

Scotland/^—- And the pame of the faid burgefs fo c- 

fefled (whether he (hall be prefent or abfentj you caufe 
tc) he inferted in certain indentures to be made between 
ttieand thofe ^ho fliall have intereft in fuch eleflion, auct 
that you catifc him to be and appear at his faid Majefty's 
parltatflient to be holden at the faid city of Weftminfter 
oii the faid day of next* en- 

fuing) fo that the faid burgefs may have full and fufficicnt 
power for himfelf and the commonalty of the faid borough 
to do and confent to thofe things which of the common 
council of the faid realm ftiall be requifite and.neceffary to 
l)e donCf And you are not to eleS me or any other Sher- 
iff of Great Britain. And the faideleftion you are forth- 
\vith to certify to me, fending to me one part of the faid 
indentures annexed to this precept, that 1 may certify, 
the laraeto his Majefty in Chancery; herein fail not 
Given under the feal of my office this day of 

in the year of the reign of our 

fovcfeign- Lord George the third, of Great-Britain and 
lb forth, and in the year of our Lord 

NOTE. 

The Form of the Writs and Precepts ftill in ufe, (which 
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15 fuppofed to be very antient,) has been ^ihttti td 
much as poflible. And it is remarkable that thefe writl 
^o the Sheriff ftill dire3, that all the members for thcl 
county^ and for every city, and for every borough ih bis 
oounty, Jhall be eleSed by thdfc who at the proclamation (to 
be made in the county court) Jhall be prefent^ dc6ording to 
the to the form of the ftitute in fuch cafe made ^nd ^ pro. 
vided : Indentures are to be made between the Sheriff and 
thofe who Jhall beprejentatjuch eUSibtii the ^lefiioh is 
td be made in his full county diftinfily and openly^ and the 
member^ itt to come infuth Mantitr thalt they may hzyfejof 
tnenifelvei^ and the commonality of their re/peQive fdroughs^ 
&c. fufficient power to do and cdnfent id thofe things which 
by the common council of the iingdonc may happen to be cr^ 
dained upon the J'aid affairs (.on which parliament is fumi" 
inoned)y& that for want of fuch power ^tkraugk an impro^ 
vident eleSion of them^ the f aid affairs may in na mft rt^* 
main unfinifhtdi 

The precept from the Sheriff alfo direft's the rclurning 

Officers of cities and boroughs, that two members fhall 

fpeedilyandiWi^^r^n/^ beeleSedby thofe who Jhall be pre* 

fent at the faiddedion , according to the fotm of Ae Sia- 

t*te in fuch cafe made atid provided. 
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Ur. PITT'S SPEECH 

6U A 

Parliamentary Reform. 

ExiraSed Jrsm M^ Niw Annual Register, /2^ 

the Year 1782. 

" iT*^^ * confiderable time paft, public meetings haa 
■*" been occafionaliy holden, m various parts of the 
kingdom, in which the ftate of parliamentary reprefeiita- 
tion was the fubjed of difcuflioh, in which its inadequate- 
iiefs was fttongly pointed out» atid in which fpirited refd- 
lutions were entered intc relative to the necelfity of a 
more 6t|ual ireprfefentatiotiofthe people; Many meetings 
oi this kind took place in the coiirfe df the year 17812, in 
the metropolis, and in different couniies, cities, and towns 
of the kingdom. Oil the firft of February, at a common- 
hall of the livery of the city of London, at Guild-hall, it 
was refolvcd, " That the uneqiial reprefentation of the 
people, the corrupt {fate of parliament, and the perverfion 
thereof^ from its original infticution, had been the princi- 
pal caufes of the unjuft war with America, of the confe- 
quent difmemberment of the Britifti Empire, and of eve- 
ry grievance of which the nation complained. That thcfe 
grievances could never be removed, until the right of the 
people to their conftitutional (hare in the Englifh govern- 
ment fhall be re-eilablifhed, by a fair and equal teprelen- 
tation in parliament, and a frequent eleftion of their re- 
^refentatives, according to ancient ufuage. That a com* 

T 
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mittee of the livery of London Ihould be appointed, for 
the purpofe of obtaining a reftoration of thefe rights : and 
that the faid committee Qiall take the moft effeftual me- 
thods for obtaining a more equal reprefentation of the 
people io parliament, and a frequent e1e£lion of the repre* 
fentatives, according to ancient ufuage; and that, for 
thefe purpofes, they (hould concur and correfpond with 
other committees throughout the kingdom.'* Similar re- 
folutions were made at other meetings, and by other bo- 
dies ; and, in particular, the committee of afTociation ior 
the county of York exerted themfelves with much fpirit 
and ability in the management of this bufinefs, and pub- 
lifhed feveral addreffes to the public on this important 
fubjea, 

** Thefe exerlions of the people at length Caufed the 
matter to become in fome degree an objefi of difcuflion 
in the houle of commons* It was inirodueed into that 
affembly on the 7th of May, 1782, by Mr. William Pitt. 
That gentleman then obferved, that the reprefentation of 
the commons in parliament was a matter fo truly intereil- 
ing, that it had at all times excited the regard of men the 
moft enlightened ; and the defe6ls which they had found 
in that reprefentation, had given them reafon to appre- 
hend the moft alarming confequences to the confiitution. 
That the frame of our conftitution had undergone lahaterial 
alterations, by which the commons' houfe of parliament 
had received an improper and dangerous bias, and by 
which, indeed, it had fallen fo greatly from that direftion 
and efFe£l which it was intended, and ought to have in 
the conftitution, he believed it would be idle for him to 
attempt to prove. It was a fafl: fo plain and palpable, 
that every man's reafon, if not his experience, muft point 
h out to him. He had only to examine the quality an^ 
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a^ure of that branch of the cooftitution, as originally 
eftabliflied, and to compare it with its prefent ftate and 
condition. That beautiful franie of government, which 
had made us the envy and admiration of mankind', in 
which the people were entitled to hold fo diftinguilhed a 
(hare, was fo far dwindled and departed from its original 
purity, that the reprefentatives ceafed in a great degree to 
be conneded with the people ; it was the elTence of the 
conllitution that the people had a (hare in the govern* 
ment by the means of reprefentation ; and its excellency 
and permanency muft refult from this reprefentation be- 
ing equal, eafy, pra£licable, and complete. When it ceaf. 
e4 to be fo ; when the reprefentative ceafed to have con. 
neflion with the conftituent, and was either dependant on 
the crown^ or the ariftocracy ; there was then a defeS in 
the frame of reprefentation, and it was not innovation, 
kut recovery of conftitution, to repair it. 

Mr. Pitt further obferved, that it was not now his in- 
tention to enter into any enquiry refpeding the proper 
mode of reform, or to confider what would mod complete- 
ly tally and fquare with the original frame of the confli* 
tuuon. All that he at prefent intended was, to move for 
the inftitution of a committee, to be compofed of fuch 
men as the houfe ihould, in their wifdom, feled, as the 
mofl proper and the beft qualified for inveiligating this 
fubjedt, and making a report to the houfe, of the beft 
means of carrying into execution a moderate and fubilan* 
tial reform ot the reprefentation of the people. But tho' 
he would not prefs any partieular propofition upon the 
houfe, he flill thought it his duty to ftate fome fads and 
circum&ances, which, in his opinidn, made this objed ot 
reform effentially neceifary. He believed, indeed, that 
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there was no member of thai houfe, who would not ae« 
knowledge^ that the reprefentation, as it now flood, was 
incomplete. It was perfectly under flood, that there were 
fome boroughs under the influence of &t treafury, and 
• others totally pi flVflfed b^ them It was manifeft, that 
fuch boroughs had no one equality of 'eprefentation in 
them. Th'^y had no fiiarc nor concern in the general in- 
tereft of the country, and they had in faft no ftake for 
which to appoint their guardians in the popular affembly^ 
The influence of the treafury in fome boroughs was alfo 
comefted, not by the eleAors of ihofe borough^, but by 
fome one ot other powerful roan, who aflumed or pre- 
tended to an hereditary property of what only ought ta 
be the rights and privileges of the eleflors. The intc* 
rcfls of the treafury were confidered, as well aaihe mtc- 
refts of the great ir*an, the lord, or the commoner, who 
bad connections with the borough ; but the interefts o^ 
the people, tb^ rights pf the eleflors^ were thjC pi^ly 
things that never were attended to,^ nor taken into the 
account. Wo.uld ^ny man fay, that in this cafe there was 
the moftdiflant idea or principle of reprefentation ? There 
were other boroughs, which had now in faft no a<5lual ex* 
iflence,but in t\ie retur i of members to the houfe. They 
had no exiftence in property, in population, in trade, oi[ 
in weight of any kind. There were hardly any men ia^ 
fuch bQiougfi^ who had a right to vote ; and they were 
the flav^s and the fubjeiis of perfons who clain^ed the pro:^ 
perty of the boroughs, and who in fadt ms^de the returns. 
This alfq w§s iio ^eprefentation, nor anv thing like it. A«. 
^ipther fet of bo^roughs aiiid tpiyns,. claimed to themfelveSi 
fhe right pf bringing their votes to m<Lrket. They had 
^10 other market, no other property, and no other flake la 
(h^ coi^ntryi^ than the propejty and price which they ^ro^ 


APPENDIX* 141 

cured for their votes. Such boroughs were the moft dan- 
gerous of all others. So far from confulting the interefts 
of their country in the choice which they made, they held 
out their borough to the befi purchafer ; and in fa6l, fome 
of them belonged more to the nabob 6f Arcot, than they 
did to the people of Great Britain. They were towns and 
boroughs more within the jurifdiflion of the Carnatic, 
than the limits of the empire of Great Britain ; and it was 
a fad pretty well known, and generally underllood, that 
the nabob of Arcot had no lefs than feven or eight mem^ 
bers in that houfe. Such boroughs were manifeflly fources 
of corruption : they gave rife to an inundation of corrupt 
y^ealth, and corrupt members, by which no intereft of the 
people of this country was promoted ; and fuch boroughs 
9Ught to be abolifhed, 

Mr. Pitt proceeded to remark, that there was no mzn 
in that houie who had more reverence for the conftituti- 
on, and more refpefi, even for its veftiges, than himfelf. 
But he was afraid^ that the reverence^ and the enthufiafm^ 
XvhichEngliJhmm entertained for the confiztution^ would^ if 
not Juddenly prevented^ he the means of defiroying it ; iot 
fuch wafi their enthufiafm, that they would not even tt^ 
move its defe£ls, for fear of touching its beauty. He ad- 
mired the one fo much, fo great was hi^ reverence for the 
beauties of that con ftitution, that he wiftifisd to remove 
thofe defeSs, as he clearly perceived, that they were de- 
fcwts which altered the radicalprinciples of the conilitu- 
tion ; and therefore, it would not be innovation, but re^ 
covery of conftitution, to remove them. <iThat a reforia 
(pi the prefent parl]|ame^tary pcprefentation was indifpen. 
(ably neceffary, was the fentiment ot fome of the firft an4 
greateft charaSers in the kingdom; and/he fcoul4 
alfq trtke the Ul)erty to ofefci-vc, that fee vr^U knew i^ to bQ 
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the fentiment of his much honoured father, the late Eaii 
of Chatham. His lordChip was firmly ot opinion, that m 
reform of the reprefentatioo was abfolutely requifite for 
the fecunty of the liberties of the people of this country* 
He concluded with moving, ** That a committee (houid 
be appointed to enquire into the ftate of the reprefenta- 
tion in parliament, and to report to the faoufe their obfer. 
vations thereon." The motion was feconded by Mr* Al«r 
derman Sawbridge, 

Sir George Savilte zealoufly fupported the motion, anci 
declared it to be his opinion, tkat the houft might as well 
tall itftljtht rtprefcntalive of France as of the people of Eng" 
land; for the roeafures of the late miniftry had certainly 
received the fanAion of that houfe, although they ha4 
as univerfally been reprobated by the country at large. 
He had a large tree, he faid, growing fome time fince on 
his eilate, which bore many green leaves on the trunk of 
it, and feemed to be in a flourifhihg (late ; but, on looking 
at the tree there appeared a hole or two, which he looked 
farther into, and, on a clofe infpedion, he found the tree 
was rotten within ; the infide was mere touchwood He 
had the rotten part dug out, and now the tr^ formed % 
commodious place, in which a dozen perlpfis might dinet 
with pleafure. He compared the prefent conftitution t#» 
this tree ; it appeared found, but on an ififpe^ioa \t woul4 
be found like the tree, rotten at the heart. 'The natioa 
was certainly in a very bad flate, though a more eqi^ai par-* 
liamentary reprefentation might contribute to remove 
jbme of the public evils. 

The motion which was alfo fupported by Mr. Fox, w2kS 
loft, i6i to x^u'\ 
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No. III. 


•T^HE Reader h requefted to compare the following 
-*• Extrafts with that paffa^je which the Attorney Ge- 
neral read from the Addrtfs to the Inhabitants of Newark 
en a Parliamentary Reform, 

•* Do we not know, fir, that many of our little bo- 
roughs are already become fo venal, that4;heir bi-okers, or 
rather their pimps, deal as openly fur the fale of them ai 
kawds for that of a proftitute/' 

^ Sir WiUitm Windh^'t Speech oh amotion tt limit tlib 

/ , number of Officers in his Maj«{ly*8 feryicf from fittinj^ 
in the Houfe.— Gent. Mag Vol, X* p 65a, 1740* 

^-* Seats are let to hire, like fialls for cattle at a fair." 

Mr, Home Tooke's Petitibn to the prefent Commoasw 

Dr. Swift's Letter to Mr. Pope, dated Jan. 10, 1721-— 
^ As to Parliaments, fays the Dean, I adore the wifdom 

•f that Gothic mftitntion which made them annual, and I 

• 

t^as confident our Liberty would never be placed on a firm 
foundation until that ancient law was reftored anong us ; 
for who fees not, that while fuch Aflemblies are permitted 
to have a longer duration, there grows up a commerce of 
Corruption between the Miniftry and the Deputies, 
wherein they both find their account, to the manifeft dan-' 
J|er of Liberty ; which traffic would neither anfwer the 
4efign nor the expence, if Parliaments were elefted once 
Jayear." 

** Neceflity has been the mother of the moft eflential 
improvements in the conftitution. If our anceftors had 
Been fo tenacious of bid eftablifliments, as never to have 
fliade trial of anew inftitution, what would have become 
<5£ our liberties ? We need not, from any fuperftitious re- 


verence for the wifdom of our anceftors, be afraid of iftj* 
novation* When reafon, and the principles of the cort- 
ftitution, fanflion a Reform, mud we be detered by mer^ 
names? Judges may. becredulous— may err— *aav, it « 
foffibU^ they may be corrupted /*' 

Mr. Wedderburn'f (now Lord High Chancellor) excenent 
Speech in favour of Serj. Glynn's motion to reftrain 
the poorer of the Attdrney General. See Loudon Mu- 
feum, 1771 • 

** The monftrous injufiice and glaring partiality of the 
f prefent reprefentation.of the Commons of England, is 

almoft univerfally acknowledged ; policy, no , iefs thaa 

» juflice, calls our attention to this momentous point ; for» 

without a true reprefentation of the Commons, our Con- 

■ fiitution is eflentially defeftive, and our Parliament^ 

aDELUSiVE NAME,a mere PHANtOM* 

Wilkes'B Speech in Parliament, March 2X,t77^« 

The reprefentation which in England is but a mockety^ 
in Scotland does not bear even the femblance of a real re« 
prefentation.— -Z^r^ SempiWs Addrefs to the Public* 

" They who will not conform their conduA to the ptih* 
lie gOod^ and cannot fupport it by the prerogative of the 
Crown, have adopted a new plan. They have totally a* 
bandoned the (battered and old fafliioned fortrefs of pre* 
rogative, nnd made a lodgment in the.ftrong hold of par- 
liament itfelf* If they have any evil c'efign, to which there 
is too ordinary legal power commenfurate, they bring it 
into Parliament. Ihere the whole is executed jrom the be^ 
ginning to end^ and the power of obtaining their objed ab* 
Jhluiej. and thefafety in the proceeding peiJeS\ no rules iff 
conjine^ nor after reckonings to terrify. For Pailiament 
cannot, with any great propriety, punifli others, tor thingi 
in which they themfelves have been AccoMPtiCEs. 
Thus, its controul upon the executory power, is ioll } her 


baofe It IS made to partake in every 't^dnfiderablcaS of Gp^ 
ernment and impeachment, that great guardian of tkt 
purity of the Conftitution^ is in danger of being loft^ 
even to the idea of U. Until this time, the opinion of 
Ihc people, through the poweir of an affenibly, Aill in 
fonie fort popular, led to the greateft honours and emo« 
luments, ih the gift of the Crown, Now the principle i$ 
ireverfed, aiid the favour 6i the Court is the only fure 
way of obtaining and holding thofe honours , which ought 

to be IN THE DISPOSAL OF THE PEOPLE.— The dif- 

tempers of Monarchy, were the great fubje6t of appre« 
henfion in the lafi century : in this the diftenipers oi Par- 
liament.— -The people ought to be excited*^ to d more ftrift 
dnd detailed attention to the condu£l of their reprefenta* 
tives. Standards, for judging more fyftematically upoa 
their coiidufi, ought to be fettled ih the meetings of 
counties and corporations, and frequent and correal lifts 
of voters, in all importadt queftioiis, ought to be pr6« 
cured; 

** By fuch means, (bmething may be done, fince it may 
appear who thofe are, that, by an indifcriminate fupport 
of all adminiftraiions, have totally baniflied all integrity 
and confidence out of public proceedings i have coniound« 

A. * • * 

* THe Spirit ot tHe Pebple lAuft frequently be iotrsin iii order t& 

turb the ambuion of the Court, and the dread df roufing thi< Spirit mull 

be employed to prevent that ambition. Nothing is fo effe6lual to thi* 

puipofe as the LiBBRTY ob tHs Press, by which all the learning, wit# 

dnd genius of the Nation may be employed on the fide b^ Freedom, and 

every one be animated to its defence. As long, tlierefore, as the Rbpub l i* 

CAN part of out Government can maintain iifelf againft the Monarchical/ 

It will naturally be careful to keep the Prefs open, as of importance to itt 

oWn prtfcrvation. 

HuMB, on the Libiriy of the Ptyi* 


^d the "beft men with the worft, and weakened and di^ 
^Ived, inftead of ftrengthening and compafting the gene- 
Tal frame of government. 

•• All other plans that are of a palliative nature, have 

1)een found infuflicient to intereft, and animate the great 

body of the people, from whoie earncftnefs alone, any 

Teform can be expefted. A l6ng fexclufibn from any 
fliare in the L^giflature of their country, has rendered the 

great mafs of the people indifferent, whether the mono- 
poly that fubfiils^ continues in the hands of a more or lefs 
extended company ; or whether it is divided by them in- 
to fhares, of fomewhat Inore or lefs juft proportions. The 
Public feels itfel't unconcerned in thefe contefts, except 
as to the oppreflions it fuffers, aud the exaSIons it fuffers, 
which it knows muft continue fo long a*^ the people re- 
gain deprived of all contfoul over their Reprefentatives, 

*• The lefler Refdrm has been attempted with every 
'poflible advantage in its favour, ilot only from the zealous 
fupport of the advocates for a more effeflual one, bat 
from the afliftance of men of great weight, both in and 
out of power. But with all thefe temperaments and 
helps, it has failed. No one profelyte has been gained 
from coriuption, nor has ihc leajl ray of hoft been held 
out from any quarter, that the Houfe of Commons was 
inclined to adopt any other plan of leform. The weight 
t)f trORRUfTiON has crufhed this more^ gentle,' as it 
Would have defeated any n^ors efficacious plan in like cir- 
cum Ranees. Frotn that quarter, therefore, I have no** 
thing to hope, IT is from the people at large 
THAT I EXt»ECT ANY GOOD ; arid lam convinced, thit 
the only wav to make them feel that they are concerned 
ia the bufincfs, is to conte nd 'Tor their full^ dear^ and in^ 


^ifputahie right of urdverfal repre/entaiion** 

Btf R KB 's Thtmghts on the frefent Difiontents* Speed ufen the it^• 
fpfm of t%e Royal Hou/koU, 

*^ But the Houfe of Commons are torrupted and brt« 
bed ! — ^And if the nature oi fuch ain AiTembly demands 
to be corrupted in order to purfue the public good, who 
l>ut a vifionary can wiih to remove corruption ? 

Youac's Example of FratiiCt a Warning io 5r'/tf i».— Page ^91* 

** Influence, or, as Reformers call it, corruption^ is the 
oil which makes the machine of government go well.'* 

" Extravagant Courts, Selfish MinisterIs^ 
tod CORRUPT MAJORITIES, are fo intimately inter- 
i^bven with our praSical freedom, thiit it would require 
better political anatomifts^ than our modern Reformers^ 
to ihew, on fa3, that \^e did not owe our liberty to the 
identical evils which they want to expunge." 

Young** ExumpUof France ^ a Warning to ^ritof».«— Page 171. 

A bold, animated, and mafterly writer, commenting on 
this paflage, fays, " Could the whole National Conven- 
tion more grofsly Libel the King, the Minifters, and the 
Parliament of thii country?" 

Peace and Reform.^-Vzgt 59; 

And yet this gi-ofs Libel, this farrago of Toryifm, is 
janBioned and warmly and publicly recommend- 
ed by Mr. REEVEsand his Con/lituttonal Affochtes \ ! l 
When the reader compares thefe paffages with that paf- 
fage in the *• Adirefs on. a Parliamentary Reform^** fo much 
commented upon by the Attorney General, Iper- 
fuade myfelf he will inftantly pronounce this loyal cSu{\^ 
on of Mr. Young's, themoft barefaced and libellous at. 
tack on the Conftitution he has ever met with, and as far 
exceeding the «• Addrefs, &c.'' in political guilt, as the 
hieridian furi exceeds in fplendor the foggy Vdpour of the 

U s 


night. — i imagine the reader will aKo be led to concluJt. 
that as / have been fo feverely fentenced for my crinier, 
that ^'u^icf has been done to Mr. YouNC in the Jane 
froportion, according to the fuperibr enormity oF tiis of. 
fence, and that he is now doing penance for his politicii 
fins in fome glodmy foHlary dungeon,— ^No fuch thing I 
For His ^amWc exertions, hehatbCen rewarded with i 
preferit of a ROYAL RAM — whether it had a golden 
FtEECE Or not, I will not take upon nlyftlf to 
decide ; but certain it is^ that he at this moment holdi 
k very lucrative poll at the New Board of Agricul- 
ture) — Had my Libels been equal loVi^. Y's. perhaps t* 
&ould have been appointed Printek to the — ^ — ! ! 1 
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^•ge ^, Line 14. for thofe, re»d thefe. 

6 97> for of octating, md of ociaUm 

g tjt {or receivfdf Tczd receivf, 

9 2is for have^ read Aa^« 

13 S5> ioT quefiionsy read queens, 

lit «3, ior knowing f read bfleiving^ 

^ 17, for bijond^ read beyond^ ' 

JO 11, dele the word tfJ^ 

74 t^» for Nct^nghamt read Sheffield^ 

75 ^^9 f*''' ^^iionaly read National, 

77 s» iox ** by onfi Year of Impr^enment,** retd 4^ yjfMtU' 

imprifonminU 

73» 3» 4ele the word8» **aii^,/^;r dnoiit/f^n/jfiK •/'MfVl^ 

founds.** 

^ (» for tpcnty^ read 0{i^ hundred,. 

^fSr The AirTBOR's confinement in Nxwcatx, at fo^grnt a diftanee 
{rom the Prefs, he trufts will be a fuiEcient apology for the above» and 
i|ariou» other typographical ipsjccttraciea which occur in the preoed^s^ 
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JUST PtJBLTSTrED, 

flOkA BRITANNICA} 

Number I. 

VMOt It. di. PtAilK, AK0 gr. ACCaHAT^LY C^p 

tOURED FROM NATURE. 

^pntainisig Engravings ok eight Plants, itoxa^ origimil cpiir 


Joured BiawingSi the Natural Size, inten^'ed as nic cdrtt-* 
fecncement of a fiota«iical Work, to confift of a CoJa 

BRITISH PLANTS. 

teomprehcnding Tree$, Shpubs and Herbs ; with ihelf 
JLatin and Eri^Iifli Names, Place of Growth, time 61 
Flowerihg ; alfo the Number of the Clafs and Order 
in which they are placed, according to the fyftem. of 
the celebrated Linnaeus, Engraved with each Plate, 

By nAVtJ) MARTlM, ENGRAVER, 

'^JPHE Principal objefl of this Publication, is to fupply 
•*• the Public with a ColJeilion of Britifli Plants, de- 
lineatedwith fiich clearnefs and accuracy^ and of fuch.a 
inagnitude, ai will plainly point out to the Syftematlc Bo- 
tsnift, their generic and fpecific CbaraS rt, without the 
afliflance of a tedious and Jlrrolix JOefcription ; and ta^ 
thofe who wi(h to acquire a knowledge thereof for MeV 
dicinal purpdfes or as objeftj of curiofity, arifwer the: 
purpofe of an intlliabje Guide. 

To render this Publication ftill more' valuJftife, ah if- 
liiftration of ihe Ll^NifiAN SYSTEM, with explana- 
tory Engravings, calculated to. facilitate the acquiring a^ 
Knowledge of that ingenious Syftem, will be given in 
the courfeof the Work, 

CONDITIONS; 

I. This "^ork t^ill be piunted on fine' Medium Paper y 
€ach Number to corifrft of frxiisdt Sheiets, Containin<r one 
or more Plants, as may be found convenient with \Jt^ 
JPlan of cpnfining Plants of the fanie Species togdlher. 

One Number to be publiflied every month, or oftener 
if poffible^and to continue in the firft place till the Workf 


fliaii coiilprelien<! one Specimen at leaft of evenT tooVW 
Genus or Faraih of BritiQi Plants ; after which the dit 
ferent Species will be given. 

TTie fecond Number of this Work will be pubUflied 
9% foon as a competent Number of Subfcribers fot carry-J 
ixig it on can be obtiined. 

• The Publifiier has already piepared for this Work up* 
wards of 200 coloured Drawings, the natural (ize, taken 
from Plants col lefted in the vi.inity of Sheffield, during 
|hc laft and part of the former Year, which may fee feen 
at bis houfe in Norfolk-ftreet ; where Subfcriptions will 
be received : SubTcriptions will alfo be received by tht- 
different Bookfellers in Sheffield and other places : and 

£y D. HOLT, NEWARK, 

where Speciriiens of the Fiift Numbei' may be feen* 

N. B. This Work may be^ accchnodated to any mode of 
Arrangement to which a Subfcriber may gite a preterefnce* 
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friends of Conftituti.onal Freedom, and Reform^ 

BY WILLIAM WiNTERaOTHAM. 

N. 3* A few Copies of the Sermons and Addrers, wl!H 
jbe printed on fine Paper, unifornx with the fine Copies 
of the Trials. 


jKufl J^utlifked^ Price 21. 6i; 

PEACE AND'REFORJ^ 

- AGAINST 

VAR AKDi CORRU?TIO^f, 

ANSMTEK TO A PAMPHLET 

WRITTEN BY ARTHUR YOUNG, Es^. 

|(NTIXl<£^, 

" TH£ EXAHF,If& OK MJ(Af^^ A, WARNIHO TO BJ^TTAJHt^^ 

3;oNOON, Printed for j. Ridgway^ York-Street, S^ 
James's Square ; fold by D. Holt, Newark, and ^ 
other BookfelIers« 

THIS DAY is PUBLISHED^ 
SAICE 2S« 6d. 

A CONVENTION 

THE ONLY. MEANS 

QF SAVING US FROM RUIN: IH 

A LETTER, 

ADDRESSED TO TH£ PEOPLE OF £NGLANO> 

By-Jofeph Geralct 

London: Printed, and fold by D. I. Eaton ;. So}daIf<^ 
b^ D. Holt, Newark^ and all other Bodk£ellcra# 


Cm 


_J 


